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it nom ſubmitted to 4 Triat. 
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ful to. . forr of Prot te zn the Meld. 
16 pre) $ 25 4.55 i —— 
"he made N 


9 „ 4 
. Were 
n 9 


Ws 
4 Bi 
f 


r * ? 
l * i FO 8 4 1 
7 i r e 
1 93 . . ** 0 | 
# P 5 1 Reer 
aa £4 : > 83385; 
A LT PLA „ 
. 3 


4 F Nee es AN 
Wy a) N NS 1 N W by An . 
N. RI 6 4 2 N 
1 bY ww * 8 
5 41 
A 4s 


N > r WAGES . 
r 5 R " 64 " at 99 - T 
N * 8 : Wes f RR . BORG Nen 
1. + L; \ 4 155 1 * [2 : 5 ai 
OR; 12 5 N p13 9 2.4? . . 7 
1 * N fy N : ; * 94 fa 
FD * . 4 *& 4 * 
* * - * « |; of h 
1 A * k þ 
1 2 % 4 — 1 1 N x N 
4 1 N V : m4 ; HASTE Y p ” | - * 
r 1 3 r - N 
r | mm 1915 nterpr 7 
7 Y, 1 oF = NN 7 7 5.5 N " if" p 3 2 . 


8 ar 8 
De 1 
RIO 
* TIE 
* 
TV | 
. 3 1 FRED . 4 5 4 12 ho 0 us » by - , 
Aud nem it lies more within the Reach of the 


11 . 
i Ru \ TI 7 q *..” g 
F 31 2 c 
. 1 * 17 1 
R * * l . 
R 4 * Be 4 #2. 
„ RE IR Logs 
. , 6. 2M. Bs n 
Wt. 1 A 9 Ne p Pt * es ate GY 
REI "AS $0 q 
WIL OT WOT * * 
Fe V 
L 


du Sort of People, who are for cle. 
= "Purchaſes, but above Almi. Th Hiſtoric 
Fats arc entire, with all the praftical Re- 
F  flexionst And no material Paſſages are 
omitted, that give light to the ſame. 

' The Objeftions and Anſwers, that ſwell'd 
ſo much the Second Part, are quite left out : 
So are many Quotations made uſe of, only 

as an Authority to back the Reaſonings of un 
Anonymous Writer. Some hard Words. are 

dab d out, or chang d, as occaſion requir'd, 
- wnleſs in ſuch Places, where the Senſe was 
obv aus without any Alteration. Nothin 
net is added, but 4 Hymn on Defertipn, 
at; for ſome Reaſons, was not publiſhd pe- 
fore. As the Author could have no Deſign 
in Diſplaying theſe blask Scenes of his Life, 
ſo much to the Prejudice of his Charafter,) | 

Put that glorious one, of doing Good : So 
the Reader may aſſure himſelf, his Friend, 
in Abriaging it, has nothing more in View. 
4 pray Cod, the Ends of both may he fully Coz 
anſwer'd, by the ſpecial Bleſſing of Almighty | 
God. May bad Men be ſtartled, and re- 

claim d: The Almaſt. Chriſt ian perfected: 
Doubting Souls. eſt abliſi d: The Deſpond- 
in compforted ;. The Hearts and Hand 
the Righteous  trengrben'd : And vhe 'ever 
Fl Bleffel Trinity, Father, San, and Ho- 
ly Ghoft, be glorified;by. Al. Amen. 
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6 Remarkable Paſſapes in the 
and boundleſs Goodneſs of the blefſed 
God, and a trye Repreſentation of the 


* » 4 


vile Ingratitude of our baſe, hellith 


. 1 
bs * 


Hearts. Fll give ſome ſhort Specimens, 
by way of Introduction, and weave in 
the reſt occaſionally, as they naturally 
fall in with the Thread of the Diſcourſe. 
Il was born of pjous and religious Pa- 
rents, who inſtild hoty Principles into 
me betimes, which had many kindly Ef- 
feats I came into the World in a ca- 


lamitons Seaſon, but God protected me, 


tho He knew. .he.cheriſh'd a Viper in 
his Boſom; one that would prove too 
much a Traytor to Him and his own 
beſt Intereſt. Thus admirably free was 
the Kindneſs of my bleſled Maſter in 

my Infant State. . 
The ſame good Providence attended 
me as I advanced in my tender Years. 
1 was often very near Death, but God 
ftignally interpoſed. /. In this my early 
Age, Satan and his Inſtruments began 
to play their Part, to ruine my Soul; 
but Gcd kept me from Defilement, when 
I thought not of my Danger. Not long 
after, God in his great Mercy':begun 
with me, to convince; me of Sin, 58 1 
was reading Mr. Allyz's Call to the Un- 
converted: His plain, ſerious Method 
was ſet ſo home on my Heart, that it 
filld me with Pleaſure, to think. I was 
9 | + bi Out 
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Die of pn dee 1 0 ' 
out of Hell! This Was the firſt ferious, 
awakenin ng Impreſſion that 1 remember I 
felt; for Which 1 now heartily "bes 
God; and the? 1 careleſly ſüffer d it to . 
wear much off, yet 1 verily believe, 1 
nevet qui bite loſt it. Thus did God coun. T 
termine the Devil's Deſign betimes, and = 
arm me againſt" Temptations that ſoon - 
follow'd # It coſt me very dear for not 
improvieg this ſtrong Conviction, Which 9 
I deſtre all to conſider; to excite Watech⸗ . 
fulneſs; to cultivate all bleſſed Motions: = 
None lives few Years, but muſt, paſs 
many” Dangers';' but ſd ſtupid are we; 
that we'obſerve) them not, oh preſently 
forget them z of ſacrifice do blind Fate, 
or Chance; which is worſe, if worſe 
can be: Becauſe ſuch ſottiſh” principle 
1 — ttue Cauſe of dur Mo op 
nd Forg#tfulneſs.'' Nb wonder ſuch as 
ſhi God out of their Thoughts, ſhould 
be heedleſs and unthankful under Bene. 
fits, and nothing certainly can be more 
brut: T0 prevent it, is one reaſon 
why J regiſter my Faults, to take 
Shanie, "Excite" my own Heart, and 9. 
thersto farc er ution. T1eo HH 
While à Schosl-Boy, ſome baſe Tem 
tations offer'd in a Vice, which, I feat 
reigns in ſuch Places. To tell of ſome 
Crimes, is to teach, them, in the Opini- 
on of many, "which makes ne bot hit 
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8. Remarkable Paſſages in ie 
it. elt poſſible, Divives feldom+ touch. 
* FE uPPW -it,; andy that, Lon darkin, the fear. 
of corrupting the Fancy: But private 
Admonitions are highly requiſite; - and 
[i ſuch as have the Tutorage of Youth, if 
23 they neglect them, may one Day ba. 
5 found very deficient in their Duty. 
. The Vice, by what J obſerved, may be. 
very. common: The Conceit of its 
1 Harmleſneſs, as it's reputed by heed- 
1 leſs Vouth, and the Secreſie of Acting it, 
contribute to its Prevalency. Dark In- 
ſinuations are not fufficjent- to lay in a- 
Ea inſt. it; bat the Heinouſneſs of the 
*a& muſt be ſo diſplay'd, as may deter; 
by a Tall Gonviction. This, at firſt, a- 
maz'd me; but being frequently repeat= 
ed, my Averſion abated, till at length 
it tainted: my Imagination, and became 
the Seminary. of ſpeculative, Wickedneſy 
in another kind, ia kindling in my 
Breaſt, Sparks of Impurity : And tho? 


they burſt not forth, as in others, thro? 
Fear and Shame; yet they ſmother' d 
too mueh within. For want of Conſi- 
1 deration, I attended. not to Purity. of 
* Heart, but, Phariſes like, contented, my 
* * Self in keeping the outſide of the Cup 

j- % ov nn; Pura cigitang 
I his negle& of the Heart in Religion, 
is the true Cauſe, of the many foul. Falls 
of Profeſſors :. Bar chen the Door or the 
'F; " A , 7 
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275 of a a vu. Gate * bh 
Heart, and redouble the Guard, uvpor _Þ 
all Avenues leading to it: If the Serpent WW 
wind im here, he pnſhes the very Cen- -F | 

ter of our Strength: © God: princ opal _ 
demands the Heart, and accepts of n | > 


thing withont it. 1 
Throbcareleſ neſs of the Occaſions of 19 


Y r e 
4 48 ? "Mk a ad 2 7 


Sin, being full of Selff confidence, I felt 1 
into Snares; and one Step prepared for 1 
another, fill by degrees the Gap grew F 
wider, to let in the wild” Boar; to ra- »# Þ 
vage and. deſtroy: God often flaſh'> = 


Terrors in my Face; in his providen- 
tial Dealings, but I faw not his Hand 
Particularly in reading Caley of Eterni- 
ty, ſome Paſſages were ſet ſo home, as 
ro rouſe me fof a Seaſon; they faſtemd 
not ſo powerfully, as to be à conſtant 
Barrier, yet they did me great Service: 
Many wear out the Force of tſieir El 
ducation, till it becomes a Curſe,” ren. 
dring their Guilt more notorious, -pro- 
voking God to retire the farther : That 
it was not thus with me, is- owing! te 
his Mercy: God gave me two remark- 4 
able -Deliverances again; Which, with # 
all Gratitude and Humilityy 1 mention | | 
to his Praiſe.” Obi the vaſt Pity and Pa- 
rience of a Holy God towrardꝭ a prove. 
king, belpleſb Worm ! Whar 12 N 
der te e Lord 2 157 Benet? "A 
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more Trouble: God was pleas'd often 
to check me in the Courſe of his Provi- 
dene. A. Diſtemper : threatned, which 
affected me with a mighty Concern, 
ſtill fearing the worſt. I began now 
to. reflect more ſeriouſly upon the Un- 
certainty. of all Thin 125 here, but di- 
ruſted Providence, fearing, inſtead of 
relying and reſigning; and yet tempt- 
ed it moſt: prefum Pens, in other 
Caſes, that expoſed me to many real 

Dangers, and needleſs Fears. Reſigna- 
tion to the Will of God, is no leſs a 
Privilege, than a Duty, as every one 
will that makes the bleſſed Attain- 
ment: Tis a begun Heaven in the 

Soul, and makes it calm, amidit all 


outward Storms; but he that 9 5 


not his Truſt in God, muſt owe ver 
much to his Stupidity, if his Fears are 
not as hound leſs as his Fancy: He that 
40 not as he ſhould, is 1 puniſv d 
he fear, where no Fear is. 
All chis while I kept cloſe to publick 
Worſhip,. and ſecret Duties, in which 
| was oats tho" too cold * formal, 
eſpegially upon every Lap „ Which I 
very, ſenſibly; obferved. 1 habituated 
my. felt to Ejaculatory/ Prayer, with 
which I was much delighted ; but found 
0 MINE" on oy n. whenever 1 


keln by Temptation; preſumiag vn che 
Strength of my Reſolutions, and tam- 

pering beldly with"the Orca ſions of 
Sin. 

tempt be, abd Goch to depart, as to m 
Sorfow 1 found it. Now Satan haunted 
me with Hidedus InjeQions; but read- 

ing Dr. Sibbi's Bruiſed' Reed, the Coun- 

ſels that koty Man were bleſs'd for 

my Relief; and for the preſent, prov- 


ec a Smeld agaluſt thoſe fiery Parts 
but Freſh" Guile difarm'd me, and gave 


the Enemy Advantages, which he im- 
proved to my Terror 7 rather⸗ com. 
pounding, than reßſting bim ſtedfeſt⸗ 


ty by Faith. 1 muſt here take notice of - 


the Juſtice of God, in permitting eis 


kind” of Punihmemt, for my Negfect of 
Watchfolneſs, againſt Temptations that 


often foifd me: Since I kept not m 
Guard at the Poſt of Duty, twas ft 
with him to give me up to the Deudge- 
ry of ſuch, as were -fooliſh and vexati- 
dus. Let alt” thus harraſéd, ſearch 
their Hearts, and Tee if ſome unmorti- 
fy'd Luſt be not the Cauſe: of Trouble; 
which if they find, and facrifice, they 
may hope the Storm w] n ſoon blow o- 


rer In the mean while, zb better t 


fight thin fly; he tyrkamreth Gver the 


Fearful; bat ſneaks tothe Brave and 
Reſolute: Where Guilt is not at the 


Bot- 


This is tempting” the Dei 95 | 
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Bp RemukiblePoſſaerinthe 
'  Rattom; this Method ſycceeds, by God 
EAſſiſtance; hut that; baſed me in all 
5 moe Attempts, and encouraged him ia 
eme: i rr 
1 1 Theſe, black FThoughtg put me upon 
'  MAaengerons Diverſions; I. ſtuck — aha ; 
that; were not palpably groſs; , ſtriving 


upon me, if not wel employ di ; which 
my. Irregularities much isdiſpoſed me 


.; O-my inexcuſable Bolly.!. to. forſake. 


both! Lord, how low, how Seher, 
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me into a mighty Con 


Dan Fs Security crept upom me. aug 

y alb thus tardy, cloſely apply 
this Ka themſelves: They may as foors 
run from themſelves, as God: Nothing 
can, befriend them while Heis their Ene- 
1177 Lo comfort themywhite He frowns = 


pro9B, they ſnall ſeverely ſmart fop it, 
rſt or:-laſt : "Vain Diverſions; or what is 
ork, may give a temporary Relaxati- 


als but if God intend them good, they l 


their Troubles recur with — — "I 


2 a Curxent damm'd- up a while, ru 

with / redoubled Violence the Gbr 
tion once maſter d. While you run 
out of God's Way, you fly the only Cen-; 
ter of Reſt: and Safety; and if in a ſin- 


ful Coprſe; you. find ſettled: Paſe and: 


Pleaſure; at the long run; you ſee it 
one of the ſoreſt Judgments :; The on- 
ly ſure Way to Peace. A2 ncirely $0? 
quit your Luſts. 

I allowed. not my Þif. in. any, "out 
Courſe ; but upon every. Fall, inimedi- 


ately reaſſumed Reſolutions of Amend-- 


ment: L obſerved, every Breach of my 
Integrity. made Way Ni r, by 


* . * eaſier Acceſs 15 | 


Some Symptoms of the ale N 

125 — 4 away many, faſten d on me, and. 
K ſternationn 

But, alas! ! God removing. ſpeedi ly the | | 


neglect his: Favours and Re- | 
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— es of (on nn tht to grap 
ple with Temptation; madè me an eahe 
Prey to the roaring Lion. The fre- 
quent Experience of my Weskpeſt. did 
not dri ve me ont of my falſe Confidence: 
But fiſt reſumed Hope and Courage, 
tho I put to Sew in a crazy Bottom 
And this made my Obſtiuacy inexcuſs- 
ble: My inpute Heart cauſed me to 
pray formally; but as much as I'drop'd 
ſhore of Intention in that Day ſo mich 
Iexceeded in Self. depend e 
fulnefs, and holy Reſolurions a are 
Duties, and ſtrengthen each the o 5 5 
ſhould ever be done in the Bremen of 
Chriſt, and tris holy Spirit. I had thè No- 


tion, as many have; but not the Thing, 


the practic Senſe; for that breeds Cau- 
tion, with refpe& to the Occaſions of 
Sin. I am perſuaded God ſufferd me 
to be baffled, to open my Eyes in this 
Point, but ſtill I would — ſee. 
Tis a Diſtaſe natural, ſo to be Ni 
ſpected. Tis in the Beſt, but reigns in 
e Worſt ; and would to God I were 
more clear of it. Tis ſtrange to fee fuch 
as do feaſt, preſume they can do moſt; 
andi che 0ſt holy bade confeſſing 
their Weaknefs: Bao! the Wonder may 
ceaſe, yr we” confder, Amed 5 
noranec is ed] 
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very prevelent, and à great ners? 


That Faich ande e Nance, „lick all 
whole again : This led-me-jnco the a 
Circle of Sinning, and Repenting, ma- 


ny run all their Days, till they tumble 


into the bottomleſs Pit: Twas God's. 
Mercy alone prevented my {ad Fate; 
which 1 deſire to recognize with a 


thank ful Heart. When l ſay theſe Sup- 


| ſitions embolder d me my it muſt 


ptation, not as the Reſult of cool 


Thoughts; for my ſtanding; Meaſures of 


theſe Things were quite other wiſe. 
Ha ‚ 
ſtands theſe. three bleſſed Duties: Of 
Watchfulneſs; Prayer; and De 


| HDepen- 
dance: Such a one will ſeldom be foibd; 


for God certainly will be found of one, 


ppy is he, who practically under- 


that thus diligently ſeeks Him, in his 


own. Way. He that redoubles his 


Watch, may pray in Faith, to derive 


down Supplies in every Exigency, and 
expect Succeſs; ſin God, with 

his Promiſes. True Prayer, is the 
Voice of the real Deſires of the Soul: 
The Man then that thinks his own-Care 
ſufficient, will, haye little of theſe z and 
if he ſucceed, + will facrifice t0-his-own 
Net: If ſuch proſper, God muſt loſe 


ful! 
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16 Wendt 2 inthe 
Nis Glory: We may n then at the 
Fate of ſuch a Perſon. © 
T 0o be careleſs, under the Pretence of 
Prayer, and Dependance, is to abuſe 
our ſelves; and offer the greateſt Indig- 
nity to God: Is it poſſible to deſire a- 
ny thing earneſtly, and ſit ſtill, withoue 
ſuitable Endeavours? The natural and 
uſual Method of Mens Procedure imthis 
kind, upbraids the Folly of ſuch ſloth- 
ful Pretences. We run naturally from 
Dangers, and embrace Opportunities 
for great Advantages: We endeavour 
in all theſe Caſes, as well as pray, and 
depend on Providence» Math and 
Pray, is the Advice of our dear Lord 
Maſter: He that watcheth not; 
can't pray but formally, and his De- 
ndance is meer Preſumption. Back 
Men fail of making Good their Reſolu- 
tions; for want ef an inward Principle; 
and good Men too often, for want of | 
Dependance. tt PTE 
Formality in Religion! is our Rune! : 
Had I read'the holy Scriptures with 
feriouſneſs, I had — err'd ſo fatally ; 
dar better underſtood theſe great Dus 
ties, their Groufids, and Relation, eacly 
to the other. He that makes this At- 
tainment, will find himſelf. no mean Pro- 
feient. Huſmus tells us from his own- 


Experience: * That there's little Good 
13.20 
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to be got by reading the Scriptures - 7 [I 
6 .caveleſly-; but he that exerciſes him- 
« ſelf therein conſtantly and copſciona» 
e bly, ſhall. find and Efficacy as is not 
© to- be found | in en other on. whats 
eder, 
my Travell'd-r now abroad, and oſcaped 
many Dangers; and in my Paſſage home, 
a Pigs remarkable one: In the midſt 
of the Storm, I form'd a Reſolution, 
never to forget the Mercy, if God would 
ſpare me: But IL. 1 forgot it, till 
God awaken' d. me: I pray God lay not 
this Sin to my Charge: 0 demand 
Goodneſs of God; and the vile Ingrati 
tude of my hard Heart! I. had not been 
here long, but! fell. into Apprehenſions 
my Body was in a declining Condition; 
and the Danger my Soul was in, then 
naturally; fell under 
Anxiety brought me tow, anch ade me 
very ſerious: Then God brought to my 
| Mind, the good. Counſels I bad. flighted. 
de my Forgetfulneſs, of Him; I was 

, i} nvinced of the, Vanit Jof nac | 
World., and was at the old 

fair P rami iſes, and Reſalutions,, ifl x 
cover'd';. tho God knows, t ror 
like, his, "who vowed a Taper as big 

the Maſt i in the Tempeſt, -to the Pires 
Mary; but when e Put her off 
* e e gr ee apau e 


"Cone 
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eee e ker God, aud 
Wl yoit ſelves; you r ON own Promiſe, and his > 
|  Diliveratices** fm 1 are "the = 
Lord for be has OE a plea] 12 in Fools. 
The keener your Beste, the ſtronger 
your Vows: and the ſweeter were your 
Mercies, the more fiereely will your 
Conſtiences one day ſting you, when He 
_ awakens theme 'The longer He forbears 
vou, the more ſeverely will He handle 
vo Bethink your Selves betimes, 7 5 
prevent the Storm. Wh 
P'The: Obſervation i is true, ant let fone 
as make a Trade of preſum ptuoully Sin- 
ning and Repenting, ap ppty It Sich as 
habitually keep up that Cuſtom, never 
repented in eathelt ; and if che to on, | 
muſt art for it. 
I fell now into Temptations about the 
unpardagþ1e- Sin, back'd” with ſome 
Skin xpreſſions in Scriptiire : 'Theſe 
katraſsd fy" Thoughts © exceedingly, 
and left me no Hole to creep out at, to 
_ eafe th . of wy Mind. Dy 25 
alk to my ſelf, gave no Vent to i- 
TY, ets, 5 5 ing 7 Cafe ro ay. 5 
which naturally 505 810 ne Kale, and is 
* V certainly = aty ent 5 God 
BN often 62150 | Bleſſing 71 with Succeſß: 
Woe be to Rin char is alone in this 
Wy State: It has been the Ruin of many, 
wa have been overborn for Want of 4 
conds. 


. — — 


| "Lifeof 6 inge Gon nem, 19 
conds. The ridic ſtrange; I ppea- 


rance of ſome ugpeſtions, Wy.. 
aſhamed to. expoſe them, leaſt . they: 


5 .che emſelves z, but that's many 
times the rongeſt Part, of the Tempta · 
tion, m—_— often vaniſhes upon a diſ- 
e at leaſt is moderated: Never 
| fear manifeſtipg. the, Ati $ of the De- 
vil; andchenguring God; hy uſing pro- 
per Means; Impext all to an able Mini- 
ſter, or ſome pious faithful Friend, with | 
out delay, before the 
ſten. The Rule ho Sin 
Temptations: * cken Roc nn | 
part £5 weaken them; and to fuppreſs _ 
them, is to fẽdöüble their Strength; our 
Sufferings, and Danger. 

He that fears he has committed A 


thai 2 to return to God, han us 
reaſon to paſs this heavy doom aga ĩnſt 
himfelf; but may be aſſured, He is 44 
ready to receive: him, as de is read) to 
come to Him, in alt his appointed Means: 
He that comes tv me, I will in no wi ſe caſt | 
out, ſays the Mouth of Truth it ſelf; 

Men make nothing of Sin, while under 

_ the u of lr 3 bat once route N 
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25 reddily*think it yhpertonably great 1 
And tis Satans great Artifice, to 3 
b ſte no Sin, or all sin; to ruin by Pre 
fumpkion, or Deſpair : Aud Rrange! ply 
ſurprizing and amazing is it, to 
from a State of Inſenſibility, to Keb 
the Load of inſupportable Guilt. The 
only way in this dreadful preſſing Cuſe 
is, to look up to the true Brazen Serpent, 
| Jeſus; the Bleſſed Son of God; who has 
more pleas'd Him, than we, or the whole: 
World, have provok'” Him: A Re- 
flex ion, that may pive ſome pimple oF 
[1 7 5 in the Depths of Diſtreſs. 
| fter this was a little over, other 
| ing 7 Wer Scenes preſented themſelves; 
1 whole ſwarms of idle Fanſies, like the. 
9 bo eg of 
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me a ; - 2 — © 2 8 
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t; drove in —5 — —.— and 
wa all-my Sacrif $77” Theſe 
Ly ſcouraged-me from hol * mi- 
E ſerabiy 


ſtracted me in them; often 
made me hurry them over ; cut them. 
V ſhort; or make ſtands in the midſt of 
them. Thus my Prayers became for- 
mal; and Praiſe in à manner. ceaſed : 
Wben | bad: any freedom, the Senſe of 
my Diſtractions redoubled my ardency: 
74 length Reading, that bad diverted, 

e, as..theſe prevail'd, grew. burthen- 

me 3:10 deſiſting, my diſtemper'd Imas 
gination made me weary of my Life; 
— had loſt all their 


power 
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awer - "Nr; In this. ſad State 1 
3 many Monchs. The Berl, my 


Corruptions, and panick Fear b 
this Aſcendant, God; me 125 
me, and kept me from, 


Effects that often follow. 
ſtill makes it a greater wonder o Mer- 


cy, 1 ran farther D Im, WBO had 
gracious .Neli = of bri .me near- 
er: Like wc wk Man, 11 7 ite for 


Eaſe hy change of Poſture, 1 roll'd' from 
one Vanity to RNS but ſtill carry'd 
with me my Diſtemper : God hedg'd 
up my Way thus, to reduce me from 
my. Waadrings; and I, inſtead of Com- ? 
pliance, was n to find 
paths to. run from 1 7 ref! 
Thee Whi | nap mult: | V Teceptis 
on, and overfſow all, 1 "he 5 c 
in the. Bank be not made up quickly 
Yielding invites them ; Oppoſition, or 
lighting them, drives them away: Re- 
pentance, Prayer, Reformation of what is 
om is a e that will tare up 
the Roots, theſe | Tares., without 
dich other attempts may. prove fruit- 
leſs. The Means of Health, Diverſions 
innocent and ſeaſonable, Faß uſe; 
but without. the former, will aot do in 
many Caſes: For however temper of 
Body, Education, , and many 0- 
ther Accidents, Wy 2 this State 
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plicate ; yet ſad Experience” has. 
; _ me, if Saran do not work them, 
keene 3 them, and improves 
. to His m7 iichie vous Heſigns As 'ouf 
Sins f give m "Advantages, ol be our 
furt Cg | to quit What we can, the 
Font he builds on. This Caſe, 
_ ſometimes vw e = gre nr 
choly, yet I'm perſuaded it often pro- 
A [Eh another Cauſe entirely; : and 
when tis purely Natural in its firſt 
Cauſe, I believe it rarely, if ever, fi- 
niſhes its Courſe, without a Mixture of 
Temptation. 
"Take heed how you gire way to Sin, 
and difſhonour God, by-liſtening ro Su. 
Erftitions ears : Your Brearh and 
SEE only in his Hand: Fear and 
Ane, and defic the Devil. 
See Ba Bin To baren not walk drin the Fanity 
of your Minds; taken too great liberty 


to dulge the idle frisks Ioxuri- 
A hou -or deffled For le by 


erg, fomething” 11 Au inthe - ark 


a 


Chambers of Imagery?* Confider he- 
| ps "cher you ay nar Fe your Faults in 
eee 107 79 of this 
1. Cenfire” and le yout 
. a Coating, th that he ma 
dde tiche 40 dle will, If! 


are Ein fl to Him, "ant your Sel yes kf 
U ſy 


te 


r 


* 


Jo be kept in Bondage by theſe. yain 
Fears, is ſla very, more ſuitable to the 
State of a dark Heathen, than an en- 
lightned Chriſtian... Tis ro worſnip the 
Idols of our o-,n making; 
in awe of what's worſe than nothing; 
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to deny God his Fear, and Sovereignty, 


*tis a piece of Fealty to the Devil. God 
forgive me my Sin and Folly,; whoſe 
Juſtice! I acknowledge in Sufferiog me 
to be toſsd from Wave to Wave of this 
kind; and that Faculty to prove the 


Inſtrument of my Torment, that 1 had 


let roye at all Adventures, into endleſs 
en ors io owt 
Iran at; this, Time into Company I 
thought would divert me: And being 
warn'd; by 4 faithful Friend, of the Pan- 
ger I was in, the good Counſel was neg- 
lected. Theſe very Perſons drew me 
into a promiſcuous Converſation, which 
brought: our Purity and Reputation in- 
to great Hazard; and *twas ſolely ow- 
ivg to God's Providence, not at all to 
our Prudence, both were not loſt. 1 
mention this, to reflect Honour on the 

preventing Goodneſs of a merciful Gods 
do take ſhame to my Self; and te deter 
others from making light of the kind Ad: 
monitions of their pious and experienced 


* * 


Friends; a thing too common, but ye · 
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inge to rue! 
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att Be the i more cantious 1 as 
their: Authority i is the greater over Jou, 
whoſe Advices carry the force of a 
Command: T0 reject ſuch, is to 20d 
Diſdbedience to Folly; and uſually! it is 
as ſeverely 3 55 in the Coutſe of 
God's Prov 11 
The Pla — not more * 
tagious, t than Ill Company; it poyſons 
in ſenſibly, ſo the more furely Tilfnvgtes 
ifTeIf.” God often judirially withdraws 
from ſuch as make theſe bold Adven- 
tures, to chaſtiſe their ' Preſumption: 
Thus they loſe the good Principles they 


had, being over-power'd by the Preva- 


lency of thoſe ill Diſpoſitions, that at 
firſt educd them, to take pleaſare-in 
ſuch polluting Converſations. -* He that 
loſes his good Name; wilt loſe his'Ca- 
pacity of doing Good -i the World; 
and he that is n chat Point, 
is eaten up of brutiſh Self: He that al. 
ſociates himſelf with wicked: Men, will 


loſe his Reputation, if not his Ignioc 
cy. How vain is it then to pr end to 


Purity in vicious Company; or to re- 


form, till ſuch Impediments Irs quitted? 
Till this Rule be obſerved, Men are 
ne good in earneſt; hor are ſuch as 
; really diſpoſed to forſake their 


erir Courſes,” whatever the J e 
Tris 


thers, or' themſobres. "01 
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Life of a IN "Gentleman," *. 25 


"Tis uſual for Voung People, of both 
Sexes, to aſſociate for Merriment: They 


may be innocent in their firſt Deſi 222 47 


but can't aſſure themſelves their Pract i- 
ces ſhall conclude fo, Intimacy breeds 
Familiarity, till wanton Dalliances com- 
mence, which often end ſadly ; eſpeci- 
= where but Two Perſons engage, pri- 

vacy giving ' Nerves to the Temptation. 
I fell into the Snare in much Company, 


and God ſtrangely — me untainted, + 7 *+-<- | 
even as to my Thoughts; whoſe Good- . 


neſs I deſire fe W. 10 back upon with 
wonder, and at my own Foll 7 who 
never ſaw my Danger till I had paſt it. 
Dread theſe Projects, as you would 4 
king Fire into your Boſoms; if you are 


not conſumed, you may be ſcorchd: 1 | 


was loth to take this Advice on truſt, | 
but wiſh'd moſt paſſionately ſince, I had; 
when in after Adventures, I'expos'd my 
Self too boldly in the ſame Way. 
Ay i oh all Appearance of 
Evil ollowing Things of good 
Report, are Apoſtolical Injunctions; 
little comporting with theſe kind of 
Practices. And ſack as allow them, 
would be hard put to it, to comment 
fairly on theſe, and many more Texts 
in Scripture. Job made a: Covenant 
with his Eyes, againſt all roving Looks 
of this kind: 1 2 tardy then Toth 
| uch 
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I 6 Remarkable Paſſages in the 
it uch needs be; who throw! open all Ave- 
i] $$ nues of the Senſes, to tranſmit Poyſon to 
4 the Soul? Theſe Aſſignations, or what 
1 elſe you call them, are juſtly genſur d 
by the Verdict of all ſober judgments: 
And were not the thing ſimply diſal- 
low id of iu the determination of the beſt, 
yet the ill Conſequences, more or leſs, in 
theſe Caſes render them very Criminal. 
How many engage their on, and o- 
thers Affections, by theſe raſnh Intima- 
cies, to the Prejudice, if not the Ruin, 
of one, or both? Frothy Diſcourſe and 
Flattery, is uſually the Life of the Con- 
verſation, if not much worſe: Much 
precious Time is ſpent, and-diſpoſitions 
wrought for the loſs of more, till a Ha- 
bit of Idleneſs and Frolicks conſum- 
mate the Miſchief: Thus all ſerious 
Thoughts and Deſires languiſn, the Af. 
fections grow looſe and carnal, difreliſh- 
ing God, and Spiritual Objects. Tis 
very difficult to keep the Imagination 
and Heart undefiled, and great Impuri- n 
ties have followed: This is the natural fu 
Courſe of theſe Adventures, and when Ml a, 
. otherwiſe, it's owing to God's Care, qu 
not our own; and we have no. reaſon to elf 
expect ſuch merciful Preventions in our en 
Rambles; but the contrarꝝy, to be given the 
up to the Swinge of our Corrupt ions: ſho 
Which, as it ſhould teach us to N dy 
El 2 the 
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the Gondeſcentions of à gracious God 
in his _Jacerpoſitions ; ſo to admire our 
own Folly, in vent ri to undo our 
Selves, and provoke fo kind a Maſter. 
The Senſe of my own Danger, and 


God's Goodneſs, in Steering me over 


theſe Sands, has engag'd me to ſay the 
more on this Subje&.: And ſuch as will 
not be advis'd, but frame Excuſes, will 
one time or other have their Eyes open- 
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ed by their own Experience. If any - 


demand a Latitude to conſult the Tem- 
pers, and agreeableneſs of Perſons by 
theſe Familiarities, in order to Marri- 
age: If this be a real Plea ; what has 
been ſaid, was neer intended againſt it: 
If meer fhift and pretence, as many 
Times it is; It's. a ſtrong Temptation: 
And as the Hypocritical Pretext redou- 
bles the Guilt; ſo it may the Puniſh- 
m_ in a judiciary Way, one time or 
others; , 
About this Time, God was pleas'd to 
ſnatch away an intimate Friend, by a 
ſudden Stroke: He gave me excellent 
Advice, and a particular Charge to 


quit the Company | kept; and forbear, 


eſpecially thoſe dangerous Aſſignations 1 


engag d in. A little after, 1 loſt ano- 


ther excellent Friend, who Seal'd this 
ſhort and ſolemn Advice to me, with his 
dying Breath ; That whatever I neg- 
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28 Remarkable Paſſages in the 
Ilected, I ſhould be ſure to keep cloſe 
it: © to God: Theſe ſerious Admonitions 
7 made ſtrong Impreſſions upon me at firſt, 
1 but gradually leſſen'd, till in a manner! 
we: Auite forgot them; which negligence ill - 
\F brought a terrible Storm upon me at 
1 length, that almoſt conſumed me. 1 
. wiſh all under ſuch Warnings, would if ; 
' FI look upon them as the Voice of God; 
conjuring them to Amend and be Seri- . 
ous ; for certainly 'tis no leſs at ſuch 
Seaſons, tho* Men be the Inſtruments and Ill 
Organs: The Obligation to Obſer- t 
vance will be found as ſtrong one Day, Nd 
and the Puniſhment of the Neglect as MW 
C 
ſt 
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| ſevere ; beſides the Contempt caſt upon 

1 the ſerious pathetic Exhortations of a 
dying Friend: Some are ſcrupulous to ir 
a Nicety, about fulfilling the Will of the 
Dead; as to juſt diſtributions of Ef. MW; 
feats left to their diſpoſe ; and many MW: 
Matters of far leſs Concern : *Twere to te 
he wilh'd all would be as Conſcientious fe 
in Obſerving the dying Counſels of their Not 
Friends; which lay as juſt a Claim to Rec 
their Regard, as any thing. Their af- MW: 
fectionate Concern for their true Inte- Wp; 

reſt, can't be doubted of; and they A 
form then the trueſt Judgments of things. fo 
To reſiſt all this, indicates moſt brotiſh Nen 
Folly and Ingratitude ; and firſt or laſt, Wm 
wilt meet with a ſuitable Retribution. pr 
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Life of a private Gentleman. 28 
Don't think you take Advice, whe 
you comply ſomewhat, as I did; nor. 
preſume too much of your future Sted- 
dineſs,. by the Cogency of the firſt Im- 
preſs, which deceives many: But beg 
of God to ſet it home upon your Hearts, 
and: revive it in his Providence, when” 
it decays: And often ſeriouſly reflect 
upon it, till it warm your Affections, 
and rouze you up to a Conformity. 
The Want of this proved very pernici- 
ous to me, tho? occaſioned not ſo much 
by Diverſions, as black Thoughts that 
diverted me from profitable Seriouſneſs. 
and did me incredible Mifchief; tho” 
God over- ruled them at the long run, 
ſtrangely to my Ad vantage, nothing be- 
ing impoſſible to Him. 

Thus dropping my Watch, I affected 
my old Companions; and God ſuffered 
them to attempt even to poiſon my na- 
tural Affections in ſome Particulars; 
for my unnatural neglect of the Advice 
of my Friends: And tho they ſucceed- 
ed not, yet at laſt they feduced me to 
ſee a Play, and led me into other Tem- 
ptations; but God kept me. I had an 
Awe before upon me, and fear'd it as 
forbidden Frrit; but thus unhappily 
enter d, I ſoon found the Way thither 
my Self. By theſe Methods I greatly 
provoked God, which encreas d horrors 
B. 3. of. 
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Agonies: And this: ſad Circulation 
. "muſt have ended dreadfully, had not 
SGod been ſuperabundantly merciful to 


1 thought to get rid of my Fears and 
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ny, and went now and then to Plays; 


like a Doſe o 
Faculties a while, but removes not the 


fet: Nay, many times I felt his Claws, 


them, while they lean on them, but 
the Seeds of Goodneſs began fo languilh : 
385 : e 


of Conſcience; and theſe again prepa- 
red me for new Attempts to divert theſe 


me. Here lay the Miſery of my Miſtake: 


Fancies, by running from God; which 
was only to be effected by running to 
Him : A moſt fatal and common Error. 
Let others grow wiſe by my Folly, and 
keep their Standing by my Falls. 

I endeavour'd all I could, to ſhake of 
thoſe tronbleſome Clients, that hitherto 
moleſted me. I try'd variety of Compa- 


but all to no nh All prov'd but 
f Opium, that ſtupifies the 


Cauſe of the Diſtemper; ſo after 2 
thart Truce of Drowſineſs, the Lion 
ronzed with more Fierceneſs to the On- 


when I thought my ſelf out of his reach, 
amidſt theſe petty Diverſions. Let o- 
thers, who for want of Experience, en- 
tertain an Opinion of theſe treacherous 
E:xpedients, take heed how they truſt 
to ſuch broken Reeds, as not only fail 
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pierce them thro? with newSorrows. Thus 
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Life of 4 private Gentleman. 37 5 


q and. grew ſoon into a negle& of Ordi- 1 
a nances : Part of the Lord's-Day I ſpent” 2 
= in Reading a Sermon at home; an ordi- | 
© WM nary cuſtom with many; but pernici- | 
0 WW ons: For the Man that caſts Contempt * 
5 vpon an Ordinance of God, can't ratio- $ 
d WI nally expect a Bleſſing in Private; white- 
by humor, not neceſſity, makes him abſent 
0 WM himſelf from honoring God, by joining 
4 in the Publick Service of his Church. 


Men. give themſelves an eaſy Diſpenſati- 
on, while God calls for Subjection, and 
they fare accordingly: Were that true 
they pretend, that they can read a bet- 
ter Sermon at home, than they ſhall 
hear at Church: I ſay, were they mo- 
rally fare of this; yet it's no Apology :. 
he For fhonld all run away with this 
he Whim, as there's the ſame Reaſon for- 
2 it: What muſt become of the publick 
n Worſhip of God ? Moſt acceptable 
n. to Him: Who loves the Gates of Zion, 
"a more than all the Dwellings of Jacob, Pſa, 
ch. kxxvii.2. God's Bleſſing is the Life of 


2 our Spiritval and Temporal Succeſſes: 
= And He can make a mean Diſcourſe in 


Publick, more profitable, when] attend 
vi: out of Senſe of Duty, than the beſt in 
Private, when. I'm out of fhe-Way of 
but his Bleſſing, and don't eye his Autho- 
on rity. He that depends only upon Means, 
i the regular, will find himfelf miſtaken; 
| B4 much 
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32 Remarkable Paſſages in the 
much more will He that's irregular in 
his Choice and Dependancy both: Let 
all therefore repute. Suggeſtions of this 
Nature, as Snares and Temptations: If 
they'll trace theſe Pretences home, they 
will find Lazinefs, or a ſecret Loathing. 
of the Word of God, at the bottom of 
them: k's no wonder, if ſuch as have 
toſt their Appetite, play with their 
Meat. - 5 
I loſt ground by this Practice, tho” 1 
never dar'd to prophane any part of that 
holy Day; no, not at my worſt State. 
Here the Principles of my Education 
1 ſtuck cloſe to me, and did me great 
5 Service. EBV 
Let this Succeſs encourage all that 
have Voung ones under their Charge, 
induſtriouſly to inlay them with good 
Principles betimes. Spiritual, ſearching 
Diſcourſes, I did not ſo much ſavour, as 
Fdid the meer Moral ; tho' God knows 
too Immoral my Self. Reading one 
Day, a Book Entitled, Religious Perfe- 
Ction, treating of the Love of God; 
and ſetting the Mark too high, for my 
Reach, it alarm'd me: But inſtead of 
Prayers and Endeavours, to wind up my 
Soul to this Standard, 1 did, as many f 
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18 fear do, make the Doctrine ſtoop to my 
15 Corruptions, by ſuppoſing the Author 
1 carry'd the Matter too high; that ſuch 
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Expreſſions did not ſo much relate to 
the Eſſence, as the Perfection of Love: 
And little or none of that ſacred Ambi⸗ 
ron being in my Heart, I ſoon baffled 
the Supgeſtion. Another OY 
Diſcourſe] frighted me ſo much in Read- 
ing a few Pages, that I threw it by, till 
Fcame to ny 
Folly! | e 
Theſe were black Indications of the 


VUnſoundneſs of my Heart. Where the 


the. genuine Property of Divine Love; 


holy Fire, of the true Love of God burns 
in the Soul, it grieves it burns no- 
brighter; and deſires the Flame may 
advance, till it b& entirely offer d up a: 
whole Burnt- Sacrifice. The nearer we 
thas approach God, the faſter we ſtill 
move towards Him, as every thing, 
moves the nearer its Center. Faith 
Mews the amiable Perfections of God, 
which enamour the Soul; and the 
ſtronger that grows, it brings down 
the more Oil, to feed thoſe ſeraphic 
Flames, till they lick up and conſume 
tow narrow Principles; till” corrupt: 
Self expire in the Love of God. Sin- 
cere Eove , no doubt, accepted, tho? it 
come not up to this Perfeſtion: As the 
leaſt Spark has the true Properties of 
Fire, ſo where the leaſt true Love of 
God is in the Sout; tho conceal'd as a 
Spark in Embers, yet it carries with it 
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of a private Gentleman. 3 x 


Self: A ſtrange Piece of 
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1 ae Pager in 0 
extenſive M des and Deſires: Nay, a 
bleſſed Fromiſe is made to ſmoakin 
Flax. He then that feels none of theſe 
impatient Sallies, no glowings towards 
| - a Flame, but contents himſelf with At- 
E tainment; and deſires the Notion of 

| Love may be carried no higher, but 
9 ſmoother in the Aſhes, has reaſon to ſu- 
1 ſpect, his is more Glow-worm Heat, 
E than that of true Fire. 

It may be faid of him that dreads a 
trying ſearching Book, that he is loath 
to have his Wounds ſearch'd ; and ſo is 
Hike to die of them. Some ſay to the 
Kere, See not; and to the Prophets Pro- 

befie not unto us right Things; ſpeak un- 
#0 u, ſmooth things, Prophbeſie decoits, Iſa. 
xxx. 10. Men deal not thus barbarouſly 
with their Bodies,. but venture Pain for 
Health; will ſuffer ſevere Methods, to 
fave Life or Limb: And yet will ven- 
ture Eternal Torments, rather than 
not fit foft and eaſy here: As if true 
Peace of Conſcience; and the Hopes of 
Eternal Bleſſedneſs, were not able to re- 
compence the Pangs. of. the new Birth. 
Where this temper of Mind reigns, it's 
a Sign of a rotten Heart; as delight in 
the a Rouſing, Spiritual Truths, is of 
an upright Soul. He that deſires to know 
the true State of his Caſe, is in earneſt 
to have it: mended, and ſo far is ſincere : 
And he that's beſt pleaſed with the — 5 
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Lift oi private Gentlewen, 3 
refin'd, ſpiritual Truths, it's a bleſſed 
Sign he has a Counter- part imhis Heart; 


"4 
— . —— On nn 
— > * 2 


— 22 
—— — — 


& 5 D. N 8 
c AAA 


a ſpiritual Senſory, to perceive ſpiritual 
Things, only ſpiritually diſcerned: Port 
the natural Man can't difcern- them, ö 
1 Cor. ii. 14. tho' Learned and Moral; iſ 
for they are Fooliſhneſs to him: But 1 
the Spiritual judgeth all Things, Ver. 111 
15. Some diſcourſe as if the Dockrines 4 
of the Goſpel were upon the ſame Le-. 
vel with the Precepts of Seneca, and 1 
Eypictetus: And Chriſt and his Church — 
were no more a Myſtery, than a Philo- 1 
ſopher and his Scholars: Accounting | 
any Doctrine a Peg above a meer Mnra- | 


liſt, myſtick Cant, and unconceivable 4 
Nonſenſe. | | | — 

Going on at this rate, I inter mitted 
the Sacrament above a Year, and had 
dwindled quite into Security, had not 
God ſuffered Frights and Fears to pre- 
vail. He ſeem'd now to leave me in 
the very Mouth of Temptation: I was 4 


accoſted with fuch, as 1 never felt be- © = 
fore, even to Infidelity, ſuggeſted to } 
me by an intimate Acquaintance, one Ss 
of ſtrong Parts: But as bad as Il was } 


God kept me in this Point impregnable; 
which I mention to the glory of his. 
Free Grace, tho' a Rebel againſt Him, 
and a Coward in his Cauſe. I rejected 
his Propoſal with Contempt and Si- 
lence: He had mettle in a bad Canſe, 
and I none in the beſt. While 
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him: He wiſely. let the Matter drop; 


on! What a precipitate Thing is Vice! 


_ thruſts a. Man upon a.Breach of good 


ruine, will appear at laſt. Let Friends re- 


 fon- He that does, may miſs his End, 
Tho- his Advice feem buryd under the. 
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While matters were at this-paſs, a 
Friend faithfully reproved me for going 
to Plays. I took fire immediately, de- 
manding a Proof of their Unlawfulneſs, 
and inſolently ſtood at defiance with. 


apprehending me in no Temper. to re- 


cerve Adv ice. ; | 
Q:my. extravagant, wild, brutiſh Paſſi- 


What a Suffuſion does it bring upon the 
Mind; that we can't diſcern our own In- 
tereſt, nor the Kindneſs of a Friend! 
which leaves behind it, ſcarce a ſpark of 

mon Prudence, or good Nature; but. 


Manners, on hating and oppoſing his 
teſt Friends God himſelf reprov d me of= 
ten, and Friends; and how near I was to 


prove, whatever diſcouragements they 
meet with, but let it be a Word in Sea- 


but will aſſuredly have his Reward. 
Clods, yet he. may live to ſee the Seed 


quicken, and fructiße into a. plenteous 
Harveſt; or it may ſpring up when his. 
Head. is laid: While he enjoys the 


Fruit of his Labour of Love, with the 

molt High; his Friend below, may 
reap the bleſſed Effects of his Advice. 

Through the boindleſs Mercy of God, 
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Life of aprivate Gentleman. 37 
Em a-Precedent of this happy Caſe, as 
many have before me, to encourage At- 
tempts of thĩs Nature: And none prove 
ſuch faſt Friends, as thoſe do to their 
faithful Reprovers, who are thus brought 
to God and themſelves- With what 
pungent Regret did I refle& on my vile 
Self, when I. was awaken'd into a Senſe 
of my unkind. Uſage of my beſt Friends 
Whoever reads theſe Lines, and proves 
faulty here, Remember the Day is 
coming, which will be a Day of Feeling 
theſe things, as ſure, as'tis now of Read- 
ing. theſe Lines; and then if God for- 
give you, you'll ſcarce forgive your. 
Selves, when this odious. Crime ſhalk-- 

pear in its true Colours. Theſe Fruits 
of Diſobedience to the Voice. of our In- 
ſtructors, will be found exceeding bitter, 
paſt Thought vexatious : The deeper 
your carnal Security, the. more exqui- 
ſitly. Tormenting will be your Senſati- 
ons, when the ſtupid Fit is over. -You. 


can't reje& the pious Counſels of your 


beſt Friends, till you abandon God: An, 
Ac of the higheſt Injuſtice, ſpringing. 
from the deepeſt Degeneracy. If you. 
have a Spark of Reaſon or Gratitude. 
left, I conjure you by all that's Sacred. 
and Humane, relent at the Intreaties of. 
your mournful Relatives, who would. 
be glad to weep Tears of Blood, nay, 
let it. out of their very Hearts, would 
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it hut thaw your frozen Souls. O that 
F hack the Rhetoric of an Angel to per- 
ſuade O that my Words might carry 
as much Ferror with them, as the rea- 
lity F once-ſuffered, ſtruck into the very 
Center of my forlorn Souf . 
Lord Honor a returning Prodigal, 
a weak worthleſs Inſtrument, to awa- 
ken ſome poor Sinner, for thy dear Son's- 
fake. Amen. * ar 

now was near the finiſhing Stroke; 
very near ſitting in the Seat of the 
Seorner, the grand Accompliſſiment of 
Wickedneſs, Falling into ill Company, 
that ridiculed Religion, and eyery thing 
ferious; I began to comply with the 
Humor, ſo far as to laugh with them 
for Company: Either out of ſordid 
Compliance, to avoid the Imputation of 
ſingularity; or to quaff away a fit of 


' the Spleen, as I then thought it. 


www e mr 


Fhis is a great Snare to many, who 
dare not make bold with ſacred Things 
in their own Expreflions ; yet for want 
of ferions- Recollection, and an awe of 
God on their Spirits, venture to abet 
prophanity in the manner I did; little 

apprehending the horrid Provocation 

they offer the Almighty, in abetting 
this curfed Temper, by any encouraging 
Geſture or Demeanour : This is not 
only aſſenting, bad enough; but giv- 
ing Approbation to the Performance, to 
„ 55 ex- 
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Life of a priuute Gentleman, - 
excite: the Humor farther : How: dear 
many pay for bold Sayings of this kind, 
and others for fharing in their Guilt, is 
too little thought of; in which fre- 
quently there's little Wit, hut much ſür- 
prizing Impudence. - 

Men are not only thus involv'd in 
Guilt, by partaking in other Mens Sins, 
but are in great Danger of Learning to 
liſp after them, till they commence 
Teachers of Blaſphemy themſelves. Pm 
ſure they provoke God to give them up, 
and then I know nothing can hinder it: 
This has proved oftner the Caſe of ma- 
ny, than we are ordinarily aware of. 
An Inſtance I could give in one, who 
learn'd this Trade, by long laughing at 


prophane jeſts. bſaw this poor Wretch 


die in great Horror: When the Judg- 
ments of God overtook him very re- 


Guilt, and made fair Promiſes: Pro- 
phanity, as is uſual, drove him down 
the Stream, into the dead Sea of Impu- 


without Conſideration into bad Compa- 
ny, preſuming upon the ſteddineſs of 
our Principles: This Self: confidence re- 
laxes our Guard, and ſo for want of 
Caution, in Time we begin to like the 
Converſe: Impreſſions we at firſt re- 
ceive with Averſien;. grow at length fa- 


made 


5 . 
- 7 


markably, he was confounded at his 


miliar; Fear, or Shame, having firſt 


rity. Our danger lies here; we venture 


| r WU WYTY LTC 1 A! eee. = 
w— 1 . - A 7 22. — 
0 * 5 2 - 
ee en LO TIEN 
7 * * * l * . n 
F n 


k N "2 : . 
L 0 
4 * e f 
Y L * 4 : P * 1 Y 
1 N e ; 
* g ; . 1 ; A. || 1 * 
9 * 
Ma : 
. / 4 
© 
* 


43 
K 
BY 
'Y i 
Wh 
% v 
K 
[ « ; 
4H 
7 * 
1 
© : 
. \ 
' * 
P 7 
* 
=” p 
+3 : 
«v8 : 
FOR 1 
— x 
+2 > 
"* 4 3 
77 * f 
Wo 
a1 
2 * 
* 
7 : 
3 
85 =? : 
--M z 
= 
De. 7 
o _ 
IS 
7 fi 
PRs, 
1 . 
* ht 
14S 
* 2 
3 
3% 1 
a * 
3 8 
eie 
6 43 = q 
49 
* 
1 
"bs 5 
* V2 
2 1 
* 7 
12 
” "4 
70 , 
*K 
„ 
1 
CY 


© — N 5 
8 9 "Av 
- 2 * I 
rr 
r * * 1 


* 
» * o w 
a I N 
KT OE bn ET * 
N _ hes — — 
T or OE Sh 9 IS. 
BEE Es 
| IS 


»iS 4>g 2 ho 14s 4 — 


made us ſheepiſh' and compliant: In 
Time, what we like, we begin to pra- 
ctiſe, and ſo on, till the Matter grow 
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conſummate,” The Pſalmiſt begins 


- his holy Inſtructions with a- lively De- 
ſcription of this Proceſs. P/al. i. 1. 


Bleſſed is the Man that Walks not in the 
Connſel of the Vngodly, nor Stands in*the 
Way of Sinners, nor Sitteth in the Seat of 
the Scornful: Tis a Gradation very ex- 
preſlive of the progreſſive Motion of a 
Sinner, till he advance to the higheſt 
Form of Wickedneſs: He that walks 
with the Wicked, is in a fair Way to 
take up his ſtanding Prineiples, and 
then his ſitting with the Scoruful: Te 
banter Religion, and make a mock of 
Sin, and the Judgments that follow it. 

Nothing ſhort of the Power of a Mer: 
eiful God, could now reſcue me. What 


can reſiſt his Power and Love, when 


He thinks fit to diſplay them, in the De- 


fence of the moſt unworthy? How did 


his Patience now run into long -· ſuffe- 
rance! How did the Glery of his freo 
Grace ſhine. forth in its Luſtre ! What 
Tears of Sorrow and Confuſion are ſuffi- 
cient to bewail my Folly and Ingratitude 


What Songs of Praiſe ! What Obedi- 


ence !- And all other Expreſſions of 
Love and Duty are a fit return to the 
Almighty for, his Mercy, that endures 


for ever. 
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Life of a private Gentleman. 41. 
As I made haſt to deſtroy my Self, my 
bleſſed Maſter, in tender Pity, hung the 
more Weights on me, increaſing the 
Load very obſervably, as 1 did my Per- 
verſeneſs; tho? at that Time I had no 
Senſe of it, but fretted, that I could not 
have my Swinge with others, without 3 ii 
uneaſy 3 that imbitter'd all my 11 
ſinful Diverſions, O happy Rebukes ! .- 
welcome you loving Frowns | thrice. 718 
welcome you merciful Severities! 15 T1 
God now caſt me on my Back, and : 
forced me to look up to his angry Coun- 1 
tenance, and at the ſame Time to peep, 
by ſerious Thoughts, into the Horrors of 
the Pit of Darknefs. IL was confin'd 
now more to a Bed of Terrors, than any 
other Diſtem per; tho” all was attribu- 
ted to the Power of the Spleen, and Re- 
medies were applied accordingly: My 
own Apprehenſions. were the ſame: I. 
was encompaſs'd with Amazement, and 
continually expeted Death, and what 
might follow. In.a few Days I got it o- 
ver, before the Effect of Medicines 
could take place, which, in Caſes of pure 
Melancholy, are not effectual till after a ? 
long 8 | © 
Sad Thoughts ſtill hung about me; 
7 and being very ſerious, I imparted what ; 
a moſt troubled me, to a Divine, God } 
g bleſs'd his Inſtructions much to my 175 . 
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42 Remark ble Paſſages. in the OY | 
lief: Though my Heart was not right 
with Him, yet He indulg'd me, and re- 
lax'd my Terrors, while I purſued any 
Meaſures pleaſing to Him. The impart- 
ing ſuch Secrets to a Friend, has a na- 
tural Tendency to give ſome eaſe: Ma- 
ny have found their Doubts reſôlv'd in 
| the very diſcloſing them; - eſpecially 
when acting thus out of a Principle of 
Duty: Confeſſing their Faults, Honor- 
ing the Miniſtry, engaging their Pray- 
ers; which united may prevail, when- 
our own alone may not, as is clear in the 
_ Caſe of Job Praying for his Friends. Tis 
the Nature of theſe Sores to feſter and 
throb, if not open'd in time. Confeſs your 
Faults one to another, and Pray one for ano- 
ther, Jam. v. 16. E 
* = Fpromiſed fair in my Diſtreſs, what T 
WM would be, and do, if I got over it; and 
| accordingly began well, was very Warm 
2 and Serious in the Improvement of -op- 
i | Portunity, while my Froubles gave me 
. reſpite. But, alas! the Senſe: of Dan- 
i ger preſſed me harder than the heinouſ- 
neſs of my Guilt, one great Reaſon, 
Why I retain'd not theſe Impreſſions: 
For after the Extremity was over, I 
thought to get rid of the Remains, by 
running to my old Diverſions: A moſt. 
pernicious Courſe, many follow to their 
utter Ruin: For either God _—_— 
| | 15 
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Life of a private Gentleman. A 
his Strokes to laſh. them home, or at 
length comes utter Exciſion. Had 
now been truly humble, and in earneſt 
turn'd to God, I had avoided a ſevere 
Diſcipline: I beg all to take Warning, 
never to reſt ſatisfied with a few good 
Wiſhes" in Diſtreſs, but, Acquaint now 
thy ſelf with God, and. be at Peace, ſo good 
ſhall come unto thee. Frights and Fears 
are but Preparatives to this, not the 
thing; which muſt be the Reſult of fe- 
rious deep Thoughts, which God now 
expreſly calls for. If you trifle or elude 
the Force of this Summons, your good 
Moods and Intentions will come to no- 
thing; like the = Cloud and 
early Dew, that ſoon paſs away: So 
will leave you ima far worſe Caſe than 
they found you, tho? you make a ſhift to 
frolick away the Fhoughts of it for the 
„% 709 31.55 411 ot 
After this awakening Providence, I re- 
ſum'd my former Practice of going to 
the Sacrament; but my diſorderly 
Walk after ſuch ſolemn Engagements 
alarm'd me ſtill more. When the Storm 
blew hard from this Quarter, l preſent- 
ly caſt Anchor upon the falſe Bottom of 
my good Reſolutions. Upon this poor 
Security, I boldly put to Sea, theagh I 
often found, they had not been proof a- 
gainſt the ſmalleſt Guſts of Temptation, 


4 
Ly 
— 


. f Free a N v 1444 r Meeren 
N 48 r * — OLA Of 11 


n 4+ 2 — 
8 \ * ' Fol * 
wah * BP 
„ 
* 3 * 
0 t 


44 Remarkable Paſſages in tlie 

9 1 ran my Head now often into a Play. 

77 - Houſe, to turn the Stream of my 
Thoughts: They diverted me for the 
preſent,” yet left me more ſad: nay, 
aften in the midſt of my grinningLaughs, 
I felt my Heart heavy; and often Stabs 
from Conſcience : Yet was I ſo mad, as- 
to repeat theſe baffled Experiences. I. 

riding thus daringly into the Devils: 
Qparters, in the midſt of a Play, | was- 
impreſſed with ſuch horror of Mind, at- 

I could not tell what, that I was forced to- 
leave the Place, tho' I ſtruggled long to 
ſhake it off; but to no purpoſe : It 
growing upon. me, till-F had quitted the 
Houſe. | | . N N 

1 confirm'd my Self in theſe Practices, 

from the Example of others I had a 
good Opinion of: Comparing my Self 
with others worſe than my Self, I hug'd& 
a Deluſion, as I fear others do: Ma- 
ny other idle Reflex ions I made, to make 
my Self eaſie. Thus beſotted was I, till 
God awaken'd me with his Thunder, 
which was now haſting apace towards 
me. A little before the Storm, I had, by 
one ſtep of familiarity after another, 
brought my Self to the very Brink of 
the deep Ditch: Deliverance from 
which, was as ſtrange, as was my mad 
Breſumption, in ſo near Approaches to 
© great a Danger, It's remarkably n 
| | p 
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Ife of a privitte Gentleman. 4 
4 he obſerved : That theſe wicked En- 
< tertainments filfd up the Meaſure of 
« my Sins, and ripend me for Divine 
« Vengeance: I'll deſcribe it after a few 
Remarks made on what is paſt, Ob- 
ſerve then, | 5 e , 
1. That nothing is more deceitful than 
is naturally the Heart of Man, and Sin: 
The one to inſinuate inſenſibly under 
plauſible Pretexts, and the other to re- 
ceive the Poiſon under fair Semblances; 
and ſo betray us to infinite Hazards. 
2. This falſeneſs of the Heart demon- 
ſtrates the Depravity of our Nature: 
That we are far from being the Crea- 
tures God at firſt made us: That ĩt ſhould 
exceedingly humble us to think, that in 
our natural State, we are Haters of God, 
and Holineſs: The Thoughts of our 
Hearts are.only Evil, and that continually : 
Gen, v. 6. The Hebrew Word not only 
fignifies the Imagination, but alſo the 
Purpoſes and Deſires of the Heart. The 
Fruit evidently declares the Root: Were 
we not ſunk low by the Fall, we could 
never be ſuch Enemies to God, and our 
beſt Intereſt. Great is the force of Ha- 
bits; but we find good ones are ſoon 
loſt, evil ones with the greateſt Diffi- 
culty ; which plainly indicates our na. 
tural Propenſities. Pride is our undo- 
ing, Humility our Reſtoration. Let us 
| trace 
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make way for the ſoreſt Judgments on 


trace then all the Eruptions of Sin, in 
Heart and Life, to the impure Fountain 
of corrupt Nature, Which will make Sin 
appear exceeding ſinful, and conſequent. 
ly more effectually Humble us, which 
we moſt of all ſtand in need of. 

3. That Convictions ſtifled, Advice 


\ A providential Warnings negle- 
ct 


Vows and Promiſes broken; as 


7 


| they clearly indicate our natural State, 


ſo they excite God's Wrath, and 
this ffde Hell, or utter Perdition. 


4. That our ſtrongeſt Reſolutions, are 
no match of themſelves againſt our na- 


tural Propenſities to Evil, eſpecially 
when reinforc'd by Cuſtom, and ' back'd 
by Temptations from the World, and 
the cunning Serpent. The Viper in our 
own Boſoms, is enough to deſtroy us, if 
left to our Selves; how much more fa - 
tally, when reinforced with theſe Aux- 
> . . 
J. That he who calls not in God's 
Grace to his A ſſiſtance, by ſerious Pray- 
er, and Dependance; and watches not 
faithfully againſt the Occaſions of Sin 
and Temptation, will certainly be drawn 
in, and overcome; and the fooner, the 
greater his Preſumption, He will fail 


_ of {Executing his good Purpoſes for 
want of a Principle, the Spring of the 
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PDife of « private 22 "2M EM 
Ma And if that, Where it is, 
will protect none while ſecure; we may 
<aſil 1 wy what will become of his 

—_ Reſolutions, who puts fearlefly to 
2 without Helm, Sails, or deſenſive 
Weapons: Who has n Principle to 
guide him: Who can neither 2 
nor Fly. 

6. That we are naturally prone to 
.truſt in our -own Strength, and from 
that Conceit, to ſwell into Self-confi= 
dence; or take up with a meer empty 
Notion of God's Grace, if we don't de- 

ny it: Rather as aCompliment to God, 
or the Sentiments of. onr Feachers ; not 
from a deep Senſe of its real Worth, and 
our own preſſing Neceflities. And this 
procedure is a Diſcovery of our natural 

Blindneſs: and Perverſeneſs, who, after 

many Diſappointments, ſtill adhere to 
the idol of Self. ſufficiency. 

7. How eaſy is it to miſtake Educa- 
tion, exterior Performances, for real vi- 
tal Acts of Religion? Thouſands are 
ruin'd this Way: It requires then our 
utmoſt Care to avoid this Snare, to 
which we are ſo naturally propenſe. We 
are too ready to lean our Hopes on an 
Prop, though never ſo deceitful, if it 
will but take off the Weight of our by 
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ſent Fears, that may hinder our En 
ments: Great things at a Diſtance 
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er 2 "Remarkable Poſſaes in the 
tile move us realiz d only by Faith: No 
wonder then we contentedly take up 
with a ſlender Security, about Matters 
we little value. 
38. That without purity of Heart, all 
the Demureneſs of Devotion, and Con- 

„ verſation, is but the ſhining Varniſh of 

1 refined Hypocriſie, tending to A poſtacy: 

Our chief Care then muſt be of our 
Hearts, e naturally we are moſt in- 

cautious of. 

9. That one Luſt allow'd, will hinder 
N a ſaving Cloſure with Feſus Chriſt, and 
preclude our Intereſt in his Blood and 

Merits. If any thing hinder the Cion 
from a vital Union with the Stock, it 
receives neither Life nor Growth; for 
true Union is the Life of Communicati- 
on, to derive Sap and Spirit to animate 
and fructify. Chriſt compares himſelf to 
the Vine, and Believers to Branches vi- 
tally inſerted ' into him, which makes 
them living, Jobz xv. for want of which 
real Union, nominal Chriſtians, are 
there ſtyled withering Branches, like 
0 Wood, proper Fuel for the Fire. 
any other Repreſentations there are 
in Scripture, which expreſs the Neceſſi- MW: 
to of a Nita] Union between Chriſt and 
the Soul of a true Believer; Read a 
mall Piece of Biſhop Hall, calld the WW 


Myſtick Union, highly worthy of er? 
eri 
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ſerions Chriſtian's * Peruſal. One Luft 
allow*d, obſtructs this Conjunct ion: St. 
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one Point, ET, of all; which the 
prevalency of his darling Luſt would 
cauſe him actually to violate, ſtood it in 
his Way. :. © i os 5 
Tis fad to loſe all the Services we 
perform, and Pains we take in Religi- 
on; yet this is the Caſe, if our Per- 
ſons are not accepted, which they are 
not, till united to Chriſt our Head, by 
true Faith and Love, whereby we dwell 


« Worſhip, openly acknowledges a Dei- 


« ſent the Living God with a Carcaſs 
« of lifeleſs Worſhip, is to pay Him 
* with Shells of Services, and ſo to mock 
« Him: And it is a more admirable 
“ Long-ſuffering in Him to - defer the 
« Puniſhment of ſack Devotion, than 
c all the other Sins in the World. This 
is the deplorable State of all} not uni- 

ted to Chriſt by ſaving Faith; for they 
re have not his Spirit, without whoſe Aſ 
ſi- MWiſtance nothing is tranſacted accepta- 
nd bly in Devotion. 


a . What a glorious Grace is Faith 
he in Exerciſe? By this we ſee Him that 
ry C is 


James ſays, He that breaks the Lam in 


in Chriſt, and Chriſt in us: External 


« ty; but want of inward Senſe in 
« Worſhip, ſecretly denies it: To pre- 
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ject Thing, is a Soul acted by Senſe? 
Good, or Great, to all his Diſpenſations 


Terrors of Conſcience, he neither ſces, 
nor hears, but fooliſhly attempts to run 
from Him, by thruſting his Head into 


as Oil to the Flame, to ſet the Houſe on 


Quaffs, Intox ications of Wine, or Com- 


Pain, never cure the Diſtemper, nay, 
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| inſeparable as the Shadow and the Body 
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able Paſſages in e 
is Inyiſible, his Providences in the | 
World, and various Dealings with our 
own Souls: This ſets; us above the 
World and baſe Selfiſhneſs : By this 
all the Chriſtian Heroes perform migh- 
ty exploits, Heh. xi. What a mean, ab- 


1 


How does it grovel in the Duſt? How 
dark and dead to God 3 and all that's 


When 'He calls him to Repentance by 
Providences, Judgments, Afflictions, 


Buſineſs or Diverſions; which all prove 


Fire : God redoubles his Chaſtiſements, 
to laſh him home; or abandons him for 
ever. How ridiculous is it to attempt to 
muzzle Conſcience, a ſpiritual Princi- 
ple, by the ſhort flickers of Fancy, Jeſts 


pany ? Theſe Opiates can but truce the 


often increaſe it: And that remiſſion is 
dearly bought, that redoubles the Pa- 
roxiſm. 5 3 

11. Sins of Omiſſion affect us not ſo 
much as thoſe of Commiſſion, tho” as 
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e of 4 private Gentleman. "SA 
The Spirit of a Man is always active; if 
not ee criti it will be in Miſ⸗ 
chief; „0 V 

12. That the formal Uſe or neglect of 
God's Ordinances, are reputed a horrid 
Contempt of Him, and render us ob- 
noxious to his dreadful Judgments. - 

13. .That naturally one Sin diſpoſes to 
another, as it darkens the Mind, har- 
dens the Heart, engroſſes the Affect ions: 
And judicially, as God puniſhes Sin with 
Sin, by withdrawing his Grace, letting 
looſe Satan; ſo juſtly puniſhing the 
wicked freedoms we take, with vaſſalage 
to that Tyrant : A Drudgery infinitely 
worſe than that of Egyptian Slavery: 
And he would think it fo, that was ob- 
liged to act any Luſt continually. 

Thus far have J endeavour'd to tra- 
verſe the various Windings of the 
Subtle old Serpent, with thoſe of my 
own Heart, through the different Sta- 
ges of my Life, toſs'd with ſo many 
Storms, that often threaten'd to over- 
ſet me, and muſt, had not a kind 
Hand of Providence continually trim'ck 
the Veſſel: Few were my Halcyon 
Days, and thoſe commonly prov'd 
the  Harbingers of bluſtering Seaſons : 
But alas! all this while, I little 
thought from what Quarter the 
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8 35 "Remarkable N n=, Ki 
ind blew. I oyer-looked Sin, the 
Wrath of a holy God, and Satan: 
I "refoly'd all Into. the Diſorders Fo 
the Blood and Spirits; as uſually do 
the Sons of Art. 1 own my Faults k 
may Men be warned; TO God have 
Glory. Amen. Ig 
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Conſiſting of more material Paſſa- 


ges relating to ſome ſtrong Tem- 


oO I by Words com- 
municate a feeling Senſe 
of the Terror of the Bat- 

ile, m confident I could 
TY Cy wel ſtrike Men with Fear 
and Trembling; but 
that is quite out of my Sphere; and muſt 
come from a higher Hand 2 However, | 
P!1.ſhew them my Scars, that they may 
conceive the better of the Heat of the 
Action A 
RT wou'd excite all to Caution, while 
- Wl they read of the bitter Fruits of my 
Careleſneſs, that afforded my malici- 
ovs Enemy ſuch an opportunity for Tri- 
umph. Let ſuch know, tho' winking 
; 2 C 3 for C 
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if $4, Remarkable Paſſages inthe. 
|: | for a while may hide their Danger, and 
al keep off the troubleſome Senſe of it; 
15 will at length bring them With fall 
1 Sail into the Mouth of it, to their infi- 
r nite Terror. While we reſiſt the Devil, 
1 he flies; but every moment we drop 
: our Watch, he gains Gronnd ; and if he 
1 have theſe Advantages long, he is in a 

It fair Way to put it out of our Power. 

1 This amazing Scene of my Life, is the 
1 Occalion I give my Self this trouble; to 
13 which all paſt is ſubſervient. I cannot 
ſuppoſe a Relation of this Nature, tho 
I dip'd my Pen in my Heart, could give 


a iuſt Senſe of the Matter. I know fuch 
Horrors can only be felt, neyer to the 
Life be expreſs'd ; Words fall as ſhort 
of the Reality of the Thing, as painted 
Flames do of real. What I aim at is, 
to give the Proceſs of the Tem- 
ptation; to deſeribe, as I can, what 
might be Natural, and what Dia- 
bolical ; what Advantages TI gave the 
Enemy, and how he improv'd them; 
howGodall along ſupported, and at length 
deliver'd me. To warn the Bold; in- 
ſtruct and comfort the Tempted; and 
by all, that God may be glorified”; to 


Nr 


whom be all Praiſe for erer. 

To avoid Breaks in this Narrative, Til 
relate pure Matter of Fact; then make 
ſome Deſcants on Particulars; OR 
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Life of 
the Reader to form his own at pleaſure. 
it; deſire him to read it with Seriouſneſs; 
all and ſuſpend his Cenſüre till he bas judi- 
fi- ciouſly weigh'd the whole. While the 
il, Wrath of God is the Subject, let none 
op preſume to play with his Thunder-bolts; 


he nor think themſelves out of their reach: 
1 2 May they refle&:upon themſelves, while 

Lam confeſſing my unworthy Behaviour 
be to my great Benefactor; unwearied in 


10t Rebel; deaf to all his Calls, but the 
a0 WF laſt arid loudeſt, able to awake the Dead 


ve in I — EEE ag Es 
ch Had he frowr'd me to Hell, He had 
he deen juſt; nay, merciful in ſparing- me 
rt ſo long; which 1 here acknowledge, in 
ed the Face of Angels and Men, to the Ho- 
is, nor of his Free · Grace, and my own Con- 


m- fuſion. From the very bottom of my 


at Soul, would I thank Him for his Diſci- 
a- pline, eſpecially for his Supports, and 


he thoſe ſanQified Improyements He help'd* - 


n; me to make of them; the Thoughts of 
th which reconcile me to them, as a Child's 
in- Portion, therefore to he had at any rate, 
nd coſt what they will, tho' others have 
to them on cheaper Terms. So far am I 
£77 from regret, that I profeſs, I would 
PH not have been exempted the Lot, for 
ke the World, tho? the Trial was long and 
ſharp. O the boundleſs Love and Pow- 
| „ er 
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36 *., Remarkable Paſſages inthe 


vah moſt high, for ever. Amen. 


© which I doted on; and had abus'd to 


kind had drawn me into Sin too often; 
no wonder then Divine Juſtice, made 
that the beginning of my Puniſhment. 


F ‚ COMPRAR Sh AAPL ̃ 260 LI Ay, 


er of God f that can make Light ſpring 
out of the very ſhadow of Death, and 
Heaven out of Hell! all Glory to Jeho- 


. To premiſe, the immediate Occaſion 
of the enſuing Troubles: *Twas ſome 
worldly Concern, which at length tum- 
bled into Troubles of another Nature. 
Tis needleſs: to expreſs it plainer; but 
it's very obſervable: That a Righte- 
© ous God made that my Torment, 


c ſinful Pleaſure : Something of that 


While Temptation prevail'd, and the 
Waters overflowed my Soul, the Stream 
was too. thick and rapid to make Diſco- 
veries ; but when the Flood fell, and all 
ſettled, I ſaw clearly my Error, and 
what lay at the bottom of it. I found 
my Heart Vain, and Senſual, fill'd withCo- 
vetouſneſs: A Vice ſo ſtupifying, that 
the moſt Guilty ſcarce miſtruſt them- 
ſelves: It's ſharply cenſur'd by all, but 
few eſcape it: We can liberally, in a 
third Perſon, paſs bitter invectives a- 
gainſt ir, but with great difficulty ſee 
it in our Selves ; but guild it over 
with wiſe and provident A aer 
| Aiter 
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In this mournful Condition, 1 endea . > 
your'd to appeaſe the Fury of my I's 
Thoughts, with ſoch kind of Devices as 
theſe. If I muſt to Hell at laſt; Wny 4 
ſhould 1 precipitate Life by gnawing $ 
Fears, that fret away its Thread-ſo faſt 
Why ſhould I not make as much of it as 
I can? Life, as wretched as it ſeems, . 
may by ſome relaxation become tolera- - 
ble; ſome Balm may be found to cure 
the Wound, or ſome« expedient: con- 
triv'd to turn the Stream of theſe hides - 
ous Thoughts; that ſome had been in 
as deep a Pit, who yet had been reco- 
ver'd : However, that: my preſent Cir- 
cumſtances were good, compared with 
the State of Hell, the Completion of al! 
eam Mifery. Thus the Edge of my keen 1 
ſco- Thoughts was turn'd 4 while, but the 
| all W Fancy over, 'twas as ſharp as ever: b/ 
and Neither Phyſick nor Friends could core 2 
und or comfort, nor ſo much as alleviate: - * 
Co- The Means I uſed, by an over-ruling 
that Hand, contributed to my Diſtreſs 5 ſome : 
cm- Wl unforeſeen Symptom ariſing from their 
but WM Adminiſtration, which provd.a Handle 
in a WW to Fancy to take hold of, to augment 
s a my Miſery : How: vain is it to attempt + 
ſee Bi to wreſtle out of God's Hand ? When he - 
over Wl ſhuts, none can open Yen 48 by 
1 found that ſadl 
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After Friend had predicted: That if 4 for- 
| 2 mT 


14 Fon Fo mg WT NN A _ l | —_ 
: 2 dy WI 1 "A & #4 + . 5 een {A . 0 * Kren 1 way 


a ee e is he 
got God, the Time would come, I ſnould 
tare my Hair for vexation. I reflected 
on this with ſtrange remorſe, when! 
had litterally fulfill'd it in the extremity 


11 of my Anguiſh ; not ſparing my own 
Hs Fleſh in a Paroxiſm-of "per at 
©; 0 my extream Folly. I threw: my Self in- 

| |Þ to various Poſtures, as one deſperate, 

. and at a loſs how to expreſs the over- 

6 _.. whelming Horrors of his Mind. In 
ſome of theſe painful Poſtures, I reflect- 


ed on the Forments of Hell; and com- 
pParing my preſent Uneaſineſs with thoſe 
j exquiſite Tortures of Soul and Body, [ 
| ſtretch'd Fancy to receive the more ter- 
; rible Forms of Miſery; then adding to 
all, that Hell of Hells, Eternity, I more 
| lively compleated the Idea of that ever- 
1 burning Tophed. 05 | 


5 One Day, as I was paſſionately bewail- 
. ing my Self, a Friend offer d me a Book, 
adding good Advice; but I wreſted all 
# againſt my Self: When any put a'Wea- 
1 pon into my Hand, I turn'd it againſt 
4. my own Bowels; efpecially when ter- 
| E vible Expreſſions happen'd, or I dipp'd 


upon them, as I did -often. to my un- 
ſpeakable Terror: For when k met 
4 with theſe, L was perfuaded God point- 
1 ed to my Fate. This is a uſualʒ but dan- 
WM gerous Practice with many om the like 
Occaſion; avoid it therefore as a Snare: 
10 | | Some- 
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Life of a private Gentleman. 6. 
Sometimes Succeſs has follow'd, but 
much oftner has it proved pernicious: 
Clark's Lives: affords an Inſtance of one 
that frequently dipp'd-thus. in the Bible, 
and ſeveral. times, met with Words of 
Comfort, as the Party repeated it; but 
ſhoutd any on this Preſumption attempt 
the like, and bit upon the contrary, t 
Inference will be deſperate. Mrs. Hony- 
wood, after God had wrought a Miracle, 
to convince her of her unjuſt Deſpon- 
dency, was much concern'd ſhe had 
tempted God: by ſuch extraordinary Me- 
thods: The Way of Duty, is the Way 
of Safety : Raſh Appeals, and bold un- 
preg Adventures, are very hazar- 

ous. be Fs | 


but diſcover'd not the bottom of the. 
Sore, for want of Humility. For this 
I quickly ſmarted, my Wound was ne'er 
ſearch'd, but skinn'd over with ſoft 
Words, which feſtering, God open'd 
it with a very painful Cauſtickk One 
Day, as I penſivety walk d about my 


— —— wo 2 


Soul, ſome more immediate Rays of Di- 
vine Wrath, as I thought, with inex- 
preſſible Horror, expecting every Mi- 
nute to be frown'd. to Hell. I could 
not bear up under mg | 


' 


before Matters came to this extremity ; — 


Room, I felt ſuddenly darted into my 
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and Spirits quite ſinking under its 
weight : The Extremity of it laſted 


not many Minutes, otherwiſe it had ab- 
ſolutely cruſh'd me, being utterly un- 
ſupportable. This drove me, and all 
about me, to the utmoſt Confuſion, when - 
they ſaw me quite over-born with into- 
terable Pangs of Horror. I never felt 
any thing like this before or ſince, but 
once, as I ſhall after relate, and pra 
God I never may. It ſeem'd directly to 
affect me, without the Aſſi ſtance of m 
ewn Reflections; for then I made er. 
or none, but was wholly taken up with 
the aſtoniſhing Terror of the immediate 
Impreſſion; and all my previous 
Thoughts were but ordinary as to kind 
or degree: I had many times been 
— he preſe'd * theſe before, nothing 
of this Leer following. 

1 ſpent the ee of this Day in 
dreadful Expectations: Satan charg'd 
me with one fiery Dart after another 
inceſſantly ; ſometimes filling my Fan- 
cy with dreadful foreboding; ” ſhaking 
at 'other times my Heart with Terror, 
that brought me into utmoſt Confuſion. 
F miſtook theſe injections for the Noti- 
ces of God's Will, communicated in Piſ- 
leaſure: The Night I'paſsd much at 
= CR rate, in a 1 ora reſtleſs 


Theſe 


2 > . 
3 Op We ot 
0 - N 3 7 


77 


— 


to me, and of what had paſs d; which 
1 conſtrued as ſure Indications of my ut- 
ter ruine. Many Days and Nights thus 
ſpent, it pleaſed 

of Opiates in great Mercy: for other- 


wiſe, I believe could not have held out 


longer, but died I muſt, or fell diſtract- 
ed, During this diſtreſs, the Divine 1 
lately mentioned viſited me: I dard 
not, as formerly, to vindicate my Sin- 
cerity, tho? I really then anſwer'd him 
according to the Opinion I conceiv'd of 


my Self; reputing nothing but groſs 


Hypocriſie inconſiſtent with it; as 
Thouſands do, to their utter undoing. 


Whenever 1 open'd my Mind, I found 


ſenſible Eaſe, eſpecially upon confeſſing 
and aggravating my Crimes. I either 
neglected, or depended too much on 
humane Aſſiſtances: Strange extreams! 
yet both I was guilty of to a high De- 


gree interchangeably; and all for want 


of looking up to God as 1 ſhould. My 
CircumRances had à dreadful Aſpect, 
and had not God upheld me ſecretly; 
while He preſs'd me as it were to the 
Grave and Hell, the Pit had quite ſwal- 
low'd me vp: But bleſſed be his holy 
Name, while He thus ſeem'd to frown 
me to the bottomleſs Pit, his everlaſting 
Arms were {till under me. O the — 
rable 
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rable Patience of a holy God, towards a 
froward, obſtinate Worm *! 
As it pleaſed God to abate ſomewhat 
the fierceneſs of theſe Reflexions,at times 
I fell to reading; and took a peculiar 
Affection to a very devout, ſpiritual 
Book, written by Thomas 4 Kempis. 
Though I ſaw how far I was fromAttain- 
ments in the ſpiritual Life there deſcrib- 
1 ed); yet I read it with ſingular Pleaſure, 
4 and earneſt deſires of Conformity to the 
9 Rules projected: tho? it dejected me, 
Pppyet it kindly humbled me, making me 
i6arh the Follies of my paſt Life. 

When my Fears ran high, the great- 
eſt Diverſion I found, was in vain Wiſh- 
es that I had liv'd better; that I had not 
been what I was, but rather in any Bodys 
Circumſtances than my own, tho' the 
meaneſt ; or that I had never been; at 
leaſt a Creature capable of fuck a Miſery, - 
as I fear'd I was now conſign'd to. Tho? 
theſe Thoughts kept off more terrible 
ones, yet they carry'd a peculiar Sting 
with them, and kept out more profita- 
ble ones: When 1 felt any Truce, I 
fnatch'd at it, to improve it in earneſt 
Prayer. When importun'd to attend 
the publick Service of God, Horror 
took hold of me; 1 dreaded the 
Thoughts of it; but when I felt a Re- 
_ tHxation of the Temptation, I —_— 


L heard a Sermon on the Glory of 
the Reſurrection, expreſſing very em- 
phatically the Radiancy of all the Parts 
of a glorify'd Body: Impoſſible. is it to 
conceive the cutting Regret that pierc'd 


my very Soul through and through, when 


I concluded I had for ever loſt my Share 
init: The Anguiſh of this: Thought 
gnaw'd my Heart all the Remains of that 
Evenings with more pungency than the 
Fear of Hell had before. This Fire 
burſt forth in moſt dreadful Expreſſions, 
in Words and Geſture. _ I now repented 
of the Time L bod ſpent well, for con- 
cluding my Self a Hypocrite ; I appre- 
hended God Was. Fee eee COTE 
me on that account; and the Fate of ſuch 
pronounced in the holy Goſpel, increas d 
my b 8 

Let ſuch conſider this, who little va- 
lue Heaven more than as a meer Refuge 
from Hell: When they fully know what 


they have loſt, tw ill prove no ſmall part 


of the Torment they fear. | 
While my Mind por'd on one thing, 
it drove me to ſtrange. Extremities; 


but my Thoughts now ſhifted, which a- 
bated the Keenneſs of them, ſo gave me 
all I of changing Air. But 


alas! this was but a ſhort Truce : Hor- 
rors reviv'd, and every thing, I thought, 
preach'd Terror to me. One Day read- 


e e ee ee e rr. — 
ETF 
* 7 enen 


Life of 4 private Gemleman. 65 


N. 


e e 


— 2 2 po . l 
5 wot hed , 


rr e Foe vi os A APs raves 
eren nn mme RR 88 n 
, L A TL "+> f 4 


66 Remark able Pa 6 ages in the 2 


ing the Inſcription on a Tomb, that con- 
cluded with the Hopes of the: fecond- 
Coming of Jeſus Chriſt': That Thought 


ſtruck me with inexpreſſible Twinges of 


Horror; apprehending Him as. a terri- 
ble judge, whoſe Favour I had for ever 
forfeited. I attended the Prayers of the 
Church, but with Confuſion, conceiv- 
ing I could gladly ſpend the Remains of 
my Days on my Knees, would but God 
accept my Services. Could I communi- 
cate the Senſations I now was under, as 
I do the Relation, I am ſure they would 
convince the hard heartedſt Sinner 
T 

FHere 1 ſpent the weary Nights in 
Telling the tedious Hours ; and yet the 
Morning to me was but as the Shadow. 
of Death: The Days I paſs'd in Wiſh- 
ings for loſt Seaſons, and preſent poſſi- 
dilities; and this Employ, tho” ſad e- 
nough, ſeem'd eaſie to the fiery Reflexi- 
ons of ſome Paroxiſms: Every holy 
uſeful Man 1 envy'd, as the only happy 
Man: Great Things and Men I deſpis d 
or Pity*d : Such as ſeduc'd me, I loath'd: 
My Mind was full of od ious Reflections 
on God's Conduct, which 1' impndently 
cenſur'd, as deſigning my Ruine; never 
conſidering his admirable Patience and 


'Lenity towards me. My preſent ſmart 


eat out the Senſe. of all his paſt Fa- 
” vours, 
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had, That He intended ever to ſet me up 
as the Butt of his Diſpleaſure, fiſl'd my 


ed me up with Advantages, to make my 
Fall the more deplorable. By theſe 
Suggeſtions, Satan ſour'd my Spirit, 
which often iſſu'd forth in! dolorons' 
Complaints. This ocoahowd me to re- 
luct at the Diſpoſals of Divine Provi- 
dence, and at length to grow deſperate. 
Thus worked my vile Heart, (now a lit- 
te Emblem off Hell) to the Glory of 
God's rich Forbearance let it be record- 
cd, and my own ſhame. 


6. 
@ 


the holy jeſus ſake. Ame. 

While I glanced over any encoura- 
ging Paſſages in Books, or diſconrſed, 
ſſi- | was a little eaſed; but immediately 


e- ny Thoughts return'd to the old Cur- 


xi- rent, when theſe little Helps were over; 
oly and ſometimes with more Violence, 1 
Py felt ſtrong deſires of doing Good, in the 
15d: WF midſt of all theſe terrible Storms that 
vd: WM continually roll'd over my Head; tho' 
ons the Terror of them hinder'd my apply- 
itly ing my Self to any Methods. This is the 
ver WE vital Way of the cruel Adverſary of 
and our Souls, he firſt wheedles us into the 
art Loſs of ſour golden Seaſons, then ſhews 
Fa- us their Excellency, when the 2 
of. 
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vours, and the wicked Apprehenſions 1 


Soul with Rancor: That He only lift- 


Lord lay not 
this Sin 'to my Obarge another Day, for 


. 
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Wrath, that follow'd me like Lighten- 


broad, butevery thing 1 1ook'd on ſtruck 
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of their Worth net Profit, but, 
Torment; TELE 

After a few Weeks thus dolefully 
f nt, 1 returned back with much — 

ame Temper of Mind: Change of Pla- 
ces, and variety of Means, had little ef. 
fect. I found no Blaſter broad e- 
enough for my Sore; no Refuge for a 
Soul purſued with Storms- of divine 


ing: But ſtill matters came not to that 
extremity my Sins deſerv'd, and my 
ſtubborn Heart requir'd, effectually to 
humble it. 1 ſcarce ever look d on Fire, 
but Hell flaſtrd in my Face; and Eter- 
nity added to the Apprehenſion, made 
the Thought intolerable. Time was a 
Burthen from theſe horrors; and yet! 
ſaw the Worth of it more clearly. than 
ever; and when 1 ſaw. any well em- 
ploy d Leny 'd their Happineſs, and re- 
gretted with the greateſt Anguiſh, my 
own miſerable Fate. I ſtill made but 
half Confeſſions, in diſguiſing Ex preſſi- 
ons; for which reaſon; I doubt not, 
God kept me longer on the Rack, to 
make me accept of Aero on has. 
Terms. 

One Day 1 was "perſuaded. . to 0 Jo 


Terror. It was a bright Day but l be- 


ing a, Son of Darkneſs, even the Light 
cha 
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NT Fa 
that chear'd others, f ſtruck Horror into 


but; me. I ſpent the Time in vain and eager 
Wiſhes after the State of this and that 
auI good Man; ſo that what turn'd the 
the Stream of more piercing Thoughts, ſtill 
la- tormented me. As I return'd home, 1 
ef- felt ſtrange Impreſſions of God's Wrath 
* darted into my Soul, that I thought 
purſued me like flaſhes of Lightening. 
They ſeem'd to be direct Rays ſtruck 
immediately on my naked Spirit with 
unconceivable Torture, that quite over- 
whelm'd me. They were ſhort, or they 
had been IntwlereMe'; no more to be 
born, than the Eye, can bear the gla- 
ring Light of the Body of the Sun. I 
mention'd ſomething of this nature once 
before: Theſe were the only Times 1 
felt ſuch peculiar Coruſcations of Wrath, _ 
ifI may call them ſo: They were not 1 
the. Reſult of fiery Reflexions, proceeding 1 
as uſual, but appear'd to my Senſe as à 5 
Storm of Wrath immediately beating 
on my Soul. This turn'd my Mind from 
Thoughts that firſt troubled me, which 
were ſwallow'd up of them, as a Land- 
Flood is by the Breaking in of the Sea. 
Some time after, God gave me ſome 
conſiſtence of Spirit, by intervals. In 
one of them, I walk*d abroad with ſome 
Friends, and was very ſolemn in my Diſ- 
courſe, aiming to do them Service: Af- 
YH, ter 
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70 Remarkable. Paſſuger in the © 
ter this Attempt, I retired more within 
my Self, and this Thought fix'd with 


great Force and Solemaity on my Mind: 


viz. That Souls were continually paſſing 


or other: and cloſe thinking on this 
Subject, thro God's Aſſiſtance, had al. 


moſt as powerful an effect, as if I had 


I return'd home with an unuſual calm, 
and immediately fell to drawing up ſome 


Rules of Life, reſolving to leave. the fi- 
nal State of my Soul to God's Pleafure; 
and. devote my ſelf entirely to his Ser- 


vice: But God had not done with me 
yet, as I imagin'd. I now try*d Exerciſe, 
Travelling a few Miles in this Compo- 
ſure, I began to feel my Self heavy; and 
that Stay given my Mind, gradually 
withdrawing ; till at length. 1 found 1 
could no longer under-prop my Soul 
with the Hopes and Reſolutions I lately 
rely'd on: As I jog!d on, I felt, my old 
Horrors bearing hard upon me; but ho- 


Pi: ; to. ſhake them off, 1 mares. nay 
e 


1 hy The Day was cool, my Hor 


eaſy, my Body as before; but all within 


began to be in a maſt diſconſolate hurry. 
Thus I paſsd the Remains of the 
Way, and can't but ſee a ſtrange over. 
ruling Providence, that my Fears ſhould 


not drive me back, being much nearer 


home, 


home, than the Place I intended. AsI - 
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Soul 
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dme, 


but Terrors fac . 
11oſt my Way, tho? well acquainted wit 
it. I was Ald with an aſtoniſhing Sen 


rr 


drew near my Journey's, End, nothing 
me; ſo amazing, that 


of God's Frowns and Diſpleaſure; and 


to my Apprehenſion, the Heavens ſeem- 
ed to threaten me, as if they would 


drive me into the Earth. I don't ſup- 
poſe any thing real of that Nature, I 
expreſs, influenced me; hut only that 


| ſuch a Senſe was then vigorouſly, and ir- 


reſiſtibly impreſſed; upon me; which J 
believe no judicious Perſon will think 
impoſſible. I may ſeem a Barbarian to 
ſome, who read theſe Paſſages ; but fuch 
as have paſsd a Sea of Troubles, and 


| felt the Sting of fiery Serpents as they 


paſt the howling, Wilderneſsof Diſtreſs; 
they'll underſtand the Language of Ca- 
naan: To: ſuch I ſpeak in their Mother- 
Tong: 5 | | 

With much ado I reach'd my Friends, 
but with ſuch viſible Conſternatiog'in 
my Countenance, as ſtartled them all. 
Every Place look'd full of Dread. and 
Horror; I longed for Reſt, but dread- 
ed Bed; I was no Company for any, 


i 


but worſt of all to my Self. I was mute 


in all Diſcourſe, but clamorous within; 


| retired, at laſt, and, through God's 
Mercy, got ſome Reſt. $7 
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ligious Perſon coming to my Bed - ſide, 


mean Opinion of the Party that Preach'd, 


1 104%. (9s HORA IA 


emarkable Pa 17 pes 1 hs 


- -Iſpent'the next Day in deep Concern 
and en to ſtifle it, but al in vain, 
The next Night 1 was reſtleſs, which 

put me on thoughts of returning; but 
upon every ſuch Deſign, 1 found my Hor. 
rors redoubled very unaccountably, tho 
very remarkably; which at laſt ſcard 
me quite out of all ſuch Iatentions. 

Matters now grew worſe, and haſted 

to a Conſummation of Diſtreſs. I was ſo 

overwhelm'd with deſpairing Thoughts, 
that 1 refuſed to riſe till Noon. A re- 


endeavour'd to encourage me; telling 
me, tkis Trouble would turn to a ſpiritu- 
al Advantage. I got up at laſt in great 
Bitterneſs of Soul, refuſing to eat, or be 
comforted : I made heavy charges a- 
gainſt my Self ; Deſpair overſpreading 
my Soul, extorted Confeſſions to my Diſ- 
advantage, but no relief. juſtly did a 
holy God ſuffer me to be expoſed and 
tormented by that, I would not ſeaſon- 
ably acknowledge to my own Eaſe, and 
I was prevail'd upon, tho' with great 
Re luctancy, to go to Church: I hada 


having - obſery'd him ſtrangely perfun- 
Rory- in his Performances: But now | 
attended, as though I heard a Voice from 
Heaven, till Terror and — 
9 Pol. 
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n vain, WM eft Part of the Diſcourſe I apply d to my 
which Self, which came with ſuch irreſiſtible 
but Force on my Mind, as I never felt be. 
Hor. fore, or ſince. I concluded God ſpoke 
y, tho to me by the Preacher's Mouth, and 
ſcard ſgned the Deſtruction of Soul and Body 
. by ſome Expreſſions providentially made 
haſted uſe of: They were very emphatical. 
was ſo Wl ſuitable to my Circumſtances, portend- 
7ghts, ing peculiar inflictions of Puniſhments, 
A re- with terrible aggravating. Circumſtan- 
-fide, ces, both as to Loſs and Pain; but a- 
elling Wl bove all, the Power with which they 
Irity- preſs'd upon me, Was ſtrangely ſingular. 
great None can imagine, or I expreſs the Fwin- 

or be ges of utmoſt Deſpair I then felt 3 leav- 


ing me perfectly diſmay'd. Others were 


es 3. 
ding affected with ſome Paſſages as relating 
Dif. ¶ to me; which they acknowledged to me 
did a Nat my Return very unadrviſedly.; it ad» 
and ding much to my Confuſion. _ 


From this Time, I continually.expett- 
ed to be made a fearful Inſtance. of di- 
vine Vengeance. All Sollicitations and 
rreat Advices had no effect. I ſhunn'd Com- 
ad a any, but could not bear my own 


Iſon- 
, and 


bd, Thoughts; the Shades of Death and 
fun- Kell ſeemed to encloſe me; eſpecially 
WI fter 2 Sermon that Evening, ſome 
rom preſsd me to hear. *Twas wholly on 


nent 


Temptation, urging the avoiding of the 
pol: * 


Occa- 


poſleſſed every Part of me, | The great= 


l Lv en 


an N & Paſſages in the 
„ _<Occaſions' of Sin: How guilty the 
were, who by bold Ventures thr 

"themſelves into the Mouth of it; how 
- juſtly they were deſerted by God, and 
left to the ſwinge of their Luſts, and the 
 Vage ofthe Deva 7 697 16754 
The Door ſeem'd ſhut before; but now 
barr'd by divine Commiſſion. I was 
confirmed in theſe Sentiments as irre. 
ſiſtibly, as if I had been certified by the 
Voice of God from the Clouds. All 
the Indications concurring, were very 
Hively and ſurprizing, both in their Na. 
ture and Circumſtances; but faſten'd on 
me with that force, as is inexpreſſible. 
l heard theſe two Sermons with more 
Terror than the 1raelites the Thunder 
at the Delivery of the Law: They ex. 
ceedingly feared and trembled; but 1 
fear'd till my Heart, like NabaP's, diel 
within me, and became like a Stone for 
ſtupidity. I thought the Almighty had 
paid Sentence as a Judge, and that! 
was Arreſted by Satan, the Executioner 
of his Wrath. This was the firſt Time! 

Was apprehenfive of his Agency; which 
was, and ſtill is, as evident to me, a 
this isa Pen I am now Writing with: 
-_ what quickly follow'd put it pal 
altpute. . C 
I lay the greateſt Part of this Night 
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of Torment, an active F 


rate unconcernedneſs. I believe this 


vidence, to keep me from quite over- 
; ſetting. -In This Poſture, at break of 
now Day, I undauntedly put by the Curtain, 


il: 1 ſaw nothing, tho' the Evening 
ollowing 1 felt too much of him, to my 
inhaite TS — 

Finding the Night and Morning 
aſs thus, I began to reſume a little Cou- 
age; but immediately ſtrange Con- 


nore terrible than the reſt. They all 
ended to compleat the Idea of my Miſe- 
„ and make me ſuppoſe my Self the 
ery White of the Mark of divine Ven- 
eance. I had no Faith to repel theſe 


ut God moſt mercifully, though invi- 
bly, ſu! ported me. My Mind was cha- 


etting impiouſly againſt the Almighty; 
puting that to. Hatred and Severity, 
at ſprang from Love, and kind De- 
zus full of Pity, I curs'd the Day of 
y Birth after ſome torturing Reflexi- 


hich I ſaucily cenſur d; ſeldom look- 
g back on my paſt Miſcarriages, but 
nth, D 2 do 


private Gentleman. 75 
viſe; the Reſult of which was, deſpe- 
ſtupid State was order'd by a kind Pro- 


with full expectation of Seeing the De- 


eits obtraded, till they center d in one 


ery Darts in this Hour of Darkneſs; 


Is on the Juſtice and Mercy of God; 
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Remarkable Paſſages in il: 
leſſen them, by comparing them w 
others; thereby erecting à Stock, 
Braft ſower Prejudices and Cenſures 1 
On. I caught at every accident, to blc 
up Conceits that ſtrengthen the De] 


7 


. 


o 


ſion: In theſe terrible Agitations 
Mind and Body, I ſpent this forlorn Da 
All expreſſive of inward Agonies. 
All this was but a Prelude to wh: 
paſsd that Evening. Towards the De 
cline of the Day, I was more 'Reſtleſ 
till at length I fell into ſarprizing Tra: 
Fports, wild Poſtures, extravagant By 
Preſſions; all concurring” to expreſs t 
Convulſions of my very Soul. I no ſoot 
er betook my Self to my Chamber, by 
I plainly diſcern'd, I was acted by ant 
ther Spirit more than-my own : Sud 
ſtrange Emotions in Soul and Body enſ 
ed, as perfectly convinced me they we 
preternatural; the Senſe of this mat 
me deſperate, and my Behaviour was a 
cordingly, both in Language and Actio 
- ”Tis in vain to attempt a Deſcriptiaſ 
of what I felt within; and were th 
livelieſt given, it could not be receind 
in any Proportion to the reality of ti 
Thing. It may. ſuffice, what outward 
appeared ſatisfied the Perſons prelel 
fully of the true Cavſe of all that tit 
paſsd. I had read and heard enougi 
Satan's Power in this kind; and b i 
63.7 3 nd 
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20 Life of a private Gentleman. 77 . 
em witneſs had been cautioned about irs 8 
tock, put alas! the Notion of the Thing lay | 
ures upſery looſe and unheeded in my Mind; 
to blofs it is, © fear, but a uſeleſs Opinion 
e Delulvith too many that acknowledge it: But 
tions M. oculat: In ſpect ion could not afford 
Irh Dayre clearer Evidence of the Thing, than 
yy preſent Senſations; and the Opera- 
to wh ions they coneluded irn. 
the De This dread ful Paroxiſm laſted near 
Reſtleſin Hour: the Fire of Hell was thrown 
g Tra to my Heart, and burſt out at my 
Mouth; and affected every Member. Sa- 
n was now winding me up to the-high- 
t Pitch, to expreſs his envenom'd. Ma- 
lice againſt poor Souls, and his implaca- 
dle hatred of the ever- bleſſed God, and 
his All-glorious precious Chriſt ; the 
ry Pinnacle of his . curſed Deſign; 
rbich-he finiſſd with ſomething very 
ſurprizing. This aſtoniſhed all about 
me, but my wretched Self much more, 
as privy to inward Emotions, and cir- 
cumſtances of Action, others could not 
obſerve, though the more obvious Part 
of the Scene filled. all with Amaze- 
ment: e eee 
For weighty Reaſons, I ſhall mention 
the Words and Paſſages but in general 
Terms; not to ſpare my Self, but to 
prevent ſome ill Uſe might be made of 
them. At the Thought and Naming 
£ 3 them, 
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| them, my very Heart, Hand, and alt 
within and without me, ſhould tremble, 


And I ſolemnly beg of God, for ſweet 


Jeſus's ſake, that thoſe Words and Adj. 


ens may never be imputed to me ano- 
ther Day. For tho! all that paſt wa 


_ againſt my Conſent ; yet my Sins bar. 


ing given my Enemy the Advantage, 
may fear, 1 am fo far reſponſible for 
what then was tranſacted. _ 

In ſhort, the prime Deſign of the 
Prince of Darkneſs, ſeem'd very remark- 
ably levelPd againſt, The moſt  adorahl: 
FESUS, the holy ever- bleſſed SON 
GOD, as the only SAVIQUR of th 
World; while he actuated my Tongue 
in ſome blaſphemous Ex preſſions, pecu · 
liarly againſt that bleſſed One. There 
was ſuch a Concurrence of Words, Ge- 
ſtures, and other ſtrange Circumſtances 


of Action conſpiring to this helliſh E- 


vent, without the leaſt precedent or 
concomitant Thought or Intention of 
my own, as demonſtrated all to be pure 
Deviliſm; and all my Movements to be 
meerly Mechanical, as acted by a f0- 
reign Principle. I was not at all ſenſible 
of the Tendency of. the various Tran. 
actions: What harmony or ſubſervien · 
cy the Parts had one to the other, nor 
what they jointly drove at, till the ful 
Completion. My perception of things 
| | | Was 
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Was 


was as clear, as at any time; and E 
was very ſenſible I was not my own- 
Maſter. Upon the very firſt extrava- 
gant Motion, I: felt my Self plainly in- 


ii Hands: and dreaded” in general the 


upſhot of the Matter; but was without the: 


leaſt Privity, as to the particularity ofthe, 
Deſign, till it came to the laſt finiſhing” 


Strokes; vvhich gave me a Proof that car- 


ried with it the force ofa Demonſtration. 


I pray God, ſuch as entertain low 


Thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt, may ſerioully - 


conſider this Paſſage. What Satan le- 
vels his moſt invenom'd Darts at, after a 


long Series of artificial Preparations, - 
we may be ſure is a Matter of no ſmall 
Conſequence: What the Father of Lies 


with ſo much Induſtry and Sagacity,.. 
attempts to run down with the Imputa- 
tion of Falſity, we have great Reaſon to 
believe, is one of the brighteſt and molt. 


beneficial Truths. He fought now nei- 
ther with great nor ſmall, but with the 
King of Iſrael: The Alluſion is plain, 
and the Deſign of it needs more an Ho- 
neſt Heart, than any Comment. Ry 


May the weak Believer. aſſume Cou- 


rage in Reading theſe Lines; and extract 
2 Cordial to his Faith out of this Poy- 


ſon; as, bleſſed be God, he has, who now 
exhorts him to it: So eaſy: is it with 
Cod to bring Light out of Darkneſs, 
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This dreadful Difpt 
ver, I betook my Self to Bed, in abſo. 


jute Deſpair. All now forſook me, as 


one abandoned by God: Some intimati. 


ons of their Sentiments of this kind, 

they drop'd at parting, which confirm d 

me in my deſperate Concluſions. 
kept my Bed all the next Day, ſcarce 


any came near me, but ſuch whoſe At. 
tendance was neceſſary: In this miſera. 
ble Cafe I lay, expecting the worſt that 


could befal me. Twas thought fit to 
take away ſome Blood: A Vein being 
opened, the'Chirurgeon- ſaid, he never 
felt Blood 'fo bor 88e as out of 2 


Caldron: Twas his very expreſſion. 


I ſpent this Night in hideous Fanſies 


about future Torments, that crouded in 


upon me; having firſt ſpent the Day in 
continual Agitations of Mind, that con- 


ſumed my Fleſh and Spirits: So ſharp 


was my Blood, that ſome parts of my 
Body were excoriated : But alas ! the 
Anguiſh my poor Soul was in, left ne 
room for regarding any bodily Pains. 


One of a diforderly Life paid mea. 


Viſit: He had ſeen me before in the 


Depth of my Diſtreſs: the Sight of 


which much terrify'd him, and brought 


bim to ferious Reflexions. The Sight 
. * 


nfation being o- 


* 


r 


* * . % 
5 1 * * 
— N — - wade ter ac coy —— —ͤ— „ „ Dre \ 
: : : , pins rern. IIe. ee r DD « 
1 19.4 een 7 1. acer 7 J RE. N N n 


194 *3..0 
»* ("oF 
U 


4 


I private Gentliman. 1 
of my wretched Circumſtances, after a | 
little Diſcourſe, drew from him this 
glorious Confeſſion, very patheticall 
expreſs'd'; vic. Oh there is a moſt 
« glorious God, and one Hour's Com- 
« munion with Him, is worth a World. 
This cut my forlorn Soul througtr and 
through; to think what a God he was 
getting an Intereſt in, and f had loſt for 
ever: Seeing him in this Diſpoſition; F 
deſired him to pray with me, which af 
ter a little boggting he did. His Pray 
er was exceeding ſhort, chiefly om this 
Petition : That God would prepare us- 
for all ſad Changes that might happenbe- 
fore the Morning. e. Ap- 
prehenſions of my Caſe: were deſperate, 
and fear'd His Expreſſions were Omi- 
nous; over- ruled by God to declare the 
fatal Iſſue. Theſe Thoughts uniting to 
make one Empreſſion, drove me to my 
Wits end; till Amazement and Styp& 
dity relieved me. V 
A poor illiterate” Man was now the 
chief of my Converſe: who often gave 
me encouraging Advice; which, tho 
meanly, and ſometimes ſcarce intelligi- 
bly expreſs'd, yet God Hleſſed it; as 1 
hope He will him for his charitable De- 
hen. God crowns Sincerity with ſucceſs, 
and triumphs in bleſſing weak Per for- 
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es in the: 
1 perceiv'd my Lungs began to be 


impair'd: I felt a continual Irritation 
there from ſharpneſs of Blood; f af. 


fur'd my Self 1 could not laſt long. 
am ſatisfied I could not have held out at 
the old rate many Days longer, had not 
God interpoſed ; But my Extremity was. 
his Opportunity; the firſt Turn was 
now 2 to my Recovery, tho per. 
ceived it not till many Days after. Some 
uſeful Company viſited me; and though 
J was ſtill under gloomy Apprehenſions, 
yet by continual Diſcourſe they kept my 
Thoughts from preying upon me, as 
they did before without intermiſſion. 
With much ado they work'd off the ter. 
rible Impreſſion. the Sermon before men. 
tioned fix'd upon me. Talk made me 


Reply; and this afforded ſome relaxa · 


tion to the bent of my Thoughts; my 
Mind roll'd from one mournful Object 
to another, till I had tumbled. into an 
Apprehenſien, I had committed the Sin 


* .againſt the Holy'Ghoſt. Tho? this Fear 


preſs'd me hard, yet ſhifting proved my 
Advantage. „ 
It pleaſed God, after ſome tofling 
Thoughts, to begin to ſcatter this dread- 
ful Tempeſt: The glorious Son of 
Righteouſneſs ariſing with healing, in 


His. Wings, the bleſſed Day began to 
dawn to my Relief: For — 
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; ſurprizing Grace; eternal Praiſes be 
tation aſcribed to God and the Lamb that fit 
fo al- upon the Trone for ever. and ever. 
g. 1 WH u any poor trembling Soul be dif- 
Out at way'd at the Terror of ſome Paſſages - 
ad not paſt, as apprehending himſelf obnoxious 
y was to the ſame Diſcipline and Dauger, let 
1 Was him rally his Hope and Courage, by 
I per- reflecting ſeafonably on the boundleſs. - 
Some Power and Goodneſs of God, that re- 
hough lie v'd fo deſperate a Cafe, if any on this 
nſions, Wl fide Hell may be call'd ſo. Let this In- 
pt my ſtance of infinite inexpreſſibſe Mercy, 
me, as prevent Deſpaĩr in all, while they do but 
liſſion tive and breath. 1 conclude in the Wy 
he ter. Words of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. i. 16, ỹ 0/.Hkt 
men. 27. if without Preſumprion I may ap= _ 31 
de me Bl ply them; Howbeit, for, this Cauſe I u. 
elaxa · ¶ taine# Mercy, that in me Feſus Chriſt 
3, % niche ſlew forch l Lone-[ufering, ie 
Object Pattern to them which ſhruld hereafter be- 
lieve on. him to everlaſting. Life. Now 
unto the King Eternal, Im mortal, Inviſible, 

the only we God, be Honour and Glory 
for ever. and ever. Amen... _ 

Pl here inſert a Paſſage, tho“ out of 
due order of Fime, as it tends to illus ' 
{rate the Juſtice of God in permitting 
Matters to come to ſo great Extremity. 

When L firſt removed for change of 
Air, at the End of my Stay there, in a 
 Kipairing Agony, 1 form'd a Reſolution 
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Thought that had any Tendency that 


th. 


between God and my 255 . 5 tha 
if He reſtor'd me, 1 would diligently 2 


void all Occafions of thoſe . 


which I had moſt difhonored Hitr 

But alas f no ſooner had God 8 
off his Hand in ſome degree, But J ven. 
tur'd into Company I knew had proy 
a Snare to me: I went with à real De- 
ſign to talk ſeriouſly,” and did ſo: But 
in a little Time, the Enemy 1 an Ad- 
vantage, and by his impn brought 
me to the very point of Ruin: It plea. 
fed my compaſſionate Lord and Maſter 
to ſtop me in my Career. 

1 add one memorable Obſervation 
more, to the Praiſe of the fuperabound- 
ing Mercy of my ever-bleſſed Lord. 


Notwithſtanding my moſt 'heitious Pro- 


yocations, and the length and violence. 
of my Temptations, yet I never was mY 
der the leaſt Sollicitation to make away 
my Self: I remember not the leaſt 


way; which here 1 acknowledge was | 
moſt peculiar Favour, entirely flowing 
from the boundleſs Compaſſions of the 
ever · bleſſed God: I aſcribe all, from the 
very bottom of my Heart, to his merci- 
ful Interpoſition; and regiſter it, as a 
Specimen: of his exceeding ſpecial Con- 
deſcention, ſince fe or none eſcape it, 
ander ſuch preſſing Circumſtances: And 
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[ll freely acknowled e the grea t Po- 


er of Fancy and Melancholy; that many 
things are juſtly imputed to the natural 
prevalency of that Diſeaſ®: Thar when 
it is complicated im this Manner, and 
Imaginations acted by the Diſorders of 
the Blood and Spirits, ſtrange and ridi- 
culous Things have been perform's&: 


This and much more F aſſèent to, and 


yet I am bold to fay, that in many 
of theſe Caſes, Satan is alſo very buſie, 
tho' often inſenfibly : He loves to fiſlx 
in troubled Waters; thoſe are his 


choiceſt nicks to do the greateſt Miſchief 


with moſt Succeſs, becauſe: with leaſt 
Obſervation; cunningly mixing his 


poyſonous Inſtnuations with the natura! 


moſt, not at all ſuſpecte. | 
_ Confult the many dreadful Temptati- 
ons, grafted upon a Melancholy Diſpo- 
fitionz whether from natural Femper 
or Afflictions. Some fear Want in the 
midſt-of Affluence; Some Die for fear 
of Dying: Others are continually tor- 
mented with black, deſponding Thoughts, 
till they turn their own Executioners. 
Go in theſe Caſes to à Divine 
and he'r ſend you to the Phyſician - 
«hich, tho?" ever uſeful when Hatterg 
: | 5 4 8 e 


Operations and Effects of Diſcaſes, by 
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Vd at this- paſs 


the Red Dr agon 3 
5 about ſeeking whom he may 


' tine Methods: 


9 2 „ a 
WO N 


e 22 Peſſacer , 
S, Whether the Diſorder 


begin in the Mind or Body, becauſe they 


immediately affect one the other mutu- 


ally; yet we know all Methods of Phy. 
fick are ap ron baffled, till at 1 
the Phyſician remit his Patient to his 
Ghoſtly Father,, to ſettle the Cenſci- 
ene. 
As Divines and Phy ficians are of 
great Uſe in this Caſe, St is the Read. 
ing the Scriptures With a peculiar Eye 
to Satan's Temptations. He is ſty led there 
to denote his i 
eruel Deſigns: The roaring Lion, going 
devour ; to 
expreſs his Strength, Fierceneſs, Ter- 
xor and Activity in Deſtroying: The 
id Serpent; to ſigniſie his craft and 
experience to circumvent: The Prince 
of Darkneſß; inſinuating his. clande- 
The Prince of the Pow - 
er of the Air; hinting their Dominion, 
Numbers, and Complotments. Are 
fmall Matters couch'd in theſe Terms 70 
Do ſuch Expreſhons as are mentioned, 
Eph, vi. 11, to 19. nne ſmall Dil. | 
Kealties and Dangers? We are there 
furniſh's with a-compleat Suit of Ar- 
mor to oppoſe them, and with Inſtru- 
Qions how to uſe it: Twill be very 
conducive: then 10 our Safety, 8 5 
ieee ou Skill by: Rerciſe: 


a NOS R R eee 


Life ef a provate Gentlemad, , 
a repare in Peace for War; leſt we be 
— 4 2 Jos for Weapons or dexterity to 
| uſt them, when. the time of Action ſur- 
prices us. Add to- this, the Reading or 
ſuch Books as treat af theſs: Subjects: 
Here take the Advice of experience 
Champions; fuch as Biſhop Hall, Capel, 
Gurnall, Gilpin, &C: where Treafures of 
Experience are to be met with. The 9 
Advantages our Enemies have . - 9 
us, as great as they are, yet ſhall not 'Y 
ruine us, if we follow the Advice of 
the holy Ghoſt, Jam. iv. 7. To reſiſt 
the Devil ſtedfaſtly by Faith; to be 
Sober and Vigilant; to draw nigh to God, 
&c. 1 Pet. v. 8, 9, then- the Promiſe 
| runs, he will flee from you. And the God 
of Peace ſhell bruiſe Satan under your Feet 
ſes, under the broad. Seal of Heaven;. 
are a bleſſed 55 VILA 

Whether Melancholy begin in the 
Mind or Body firſt, as certainly it does. 

in both very variouſly, it continues not 
long a meer natural Diſeaſe, unleſs in 
tome very peculiar Caſes, where Gd 
may, for wiſe Reaſons, reſtrain Satan; 
which it may be ſeldom, if ever, hap- 
pens wholly : That when God don't 
thus interpoſe, He infallibly ſome way 
improves. the ba; angry > theſe Sea» 
ſons being handles for Him to lay the 
aſter hold. of us. That 
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25 That when God bro this, tis | fo 


Hur Sins, whether in the Good, for thei 
Chaſtiſement and Improvement; > Or i} 
the Bad; to awaken and amend them 
or as God's Ekecutioner, to 0 to tormen 
then before the Time. ä 
That God's holy Sau eder ws 
of Sin, &c. by rouzing Conſcience, bla 
Zoning God's Wrath, and . his 


"the Eye of the Souly aring.c on its Guilt; 

its multiplicity and aggravations; Gods 

Juſtice and hot Diſpleaſure. 
Upon this, natural Conſcience trem- 


bles, and ſtings the Soul with fiery Re: 
| flexions: a Theſe agitate the Blood and 


Spirits, which in a little time perven 
"the Courſe of Nature; filling the Fan. 
cy with endleſs Scenes of Horror, which 
renders the Diſeaſe complicate. 
Upon all comes Satan, injecting bis 
fery Darts without intermiſſion ; ag- 
Sehe Sin; filling the Mind with 
eſpairing, hard Thoughts of God; re- 
preſenting Him inexorable, Sin un · 


| . Erden, Helb and endleſs Torment 
App 7 8 and una voidable: Fixing 


the ! 
with all the Schemes of Miſery the Fan 


ca deyiſe; till the Soul, quite amaz 


of a hlack and diſmal Eternity, 


"with ſuch a load of Wrath, ſinks into 
the, SEO WE 5 ready wY 


IT their 
or in 
them; 
or ment 


nces us 
oe, bla- 
ing his. 
Holding 
Guilt; 
# God's 
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ry Re- 
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ſolve at the Apprehenſſon of ſuch an 


Ocean of Misery; anck if God ſupport 
not the poor W retch inviſi bly, it lies 
down in Anguiſh for ever: This renders 
the Cafe conſummate. 1 

Innumerable are the 'Prepifutihss 
which Providence employs, as introdu- 
tory to this ſad Chondicien..” All 2 
of Afflictions, natural Temper, 


Guilt, a ſleepy ſecure Life, whic 4 q 


thus alarm'd affords infinite Store for the 
Worm of Conſcience to feed upon. + 
Satan ſeems more intent upon our 
eternal Deſtruction, than our Nn, 
Torment; "tho? where he can, he at- 
tempts both with utmoſt Malice. IF: 
He diſturbs not Men in their Sins; 
but is willing all ſhould run glib and 


ſmooth while they are bis Vaſſals, — | 


advance his but if they are 
rouzd awakeni ng Providence, 
he then Amden to lult them afleep again 
by Diverſions, Company, or ' Pleaſures, 
If they refuſe this Opiont? will be ſe- 
rious, and make towards Heaven ; then 
he'll terriſie them, and if poſible, in- 
gulf them in Deſpair. 
How fair a Conviction did God 1 give 
me very early'? And how ſt 
He repeat it? How juſt an 
was He, to bring on Troubles' to — 


my ſeepy Soul ? To ſpend ſuch 4 
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of Coſt and Care, 'to- cultivate fo reſty 
and untractable a Creature? How 
might He have curs d me once for all, 
by throwing up the Reins-of Govern- 
ment upon the Neck of my wicked' Will: 
and Deſires? 

Any that obſerve the various Paſſages 
of my Life 2232 plainly perceive a 
8 Gradation of Sins and Judgments; which 
83 center'd finally in a deſperate Gompli - 
| e ation of Sin and Miſery, with the ut- 

moſt Danger of what was infinitely 
|  -- The; Heavens lower'd long before tho 
5 Storm began: God's Lightning pre- 
| . ceeded his Thunder: He convincd 

. and warn'd before he ſtruck home. 
When kcontriv'd, by carnal Mirth: and 
5 Company, to divert uneaſie Thoughts, 

the Clouds thickned, and gathered the 
faſter upon me: More peculiarly ſtill 
after venturing on the Occaſions. of 
great Temptations, after Warnings, 
Vos, Reproofs, and frequenting Plays; 
where God arreſted me with his Ter- 
| _ moſt remarkably, upon the very 

All unimproved, brought on those 
Thunder-Claps, that ſtruek me to the 
Brink of Hell: My Luſts made me 
forget my Duty to approach my Lords 
holy Table; and after, when: I com Pr 
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* near with och: E wer”, "unſanRified- 
or all, Heart; as I have often thought, did 
Ver 1s in a ſpecial Manner draw down his Ven- 
Wil geance; and wondered it did not ut- 
terly conſume me; as 1 am condlent 
aſſages it has 19 4 
eive 2 How ju was God in pointing me to 
which that confounding Sentence, by a peculiar 
ompli- Frovidence, to leave me no room for 
he ut- Hope,when I took Sanctuary in Thoughts 
finitely ef longer Life, inſtead of immediate. 


ore the WI was, but a crude unguarded Expreſſion, 
g pre- that might eaſily — been ſeen thro”. 
avincd: But he muſt underſtand Heaven's Diſ- 
home, pleaſure at his Crimes, Who reads by 
th: an the Light of a Ray from the Son of 
oughts; WI Rishteouſneſs, when: He is very angry. 
red the My vain. 9 8 ma about Futurity, were 
ly til . {pun out of the Bowels of Fancy; and 
ions of Fancy ſwallow'd them un quick imme- 
arnings, I isteiy: O the Juſtice of God, and the 
8 Plays Folly bound up in my Heart! : 


| ſmarted the more, I am. ad 


4s Ter- 
for the neglect of paternal Advice; let 


he very 


n dot 2 22 be a flow, but He is a | 

jade me ; Wh Contempe. 

Lords at 1 may 5 ning 10 _ fo 

wo” ireadful and boom Horrors rg A 
ve, 


2 at + | Giles, IT" 
, and drew- 


humblings! What ſo overwhelm'd me, | 


the Rebellious conſider it, and know: . 
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92 Remurkable Puſſaget in the | 
bove;: as happening to me but twice in 
a ſingular Manner, myſt be with all 
Humility and Modeſty, as becomes me 
on ſo awful an Occaſion. ' I dare not 
determine any thing, but only expreſs: 
what my Apprehenſions were, while un · 
der the intolerable Preſſure of them; 
and fo leave the Reader to his own 
ͤ ·˙ u ˙ m rob anG ron 31d} 
I chooſe rather to attribute them to 
the angry Frowns of the Almighty, the 
direct Rays of his Wrath; than the A- 
gency of Satan; not only becauſe the 
Apprehenſion of his immediate Hand 
in them, faſten'd then ſtrongly on my 
Spirit, but becauſe the Scriptures very 
much favor ſuch a Conſtruction, and ſo 
abundantly, as needs no quotation. 
I know Scripture and Experience 
teſtifie Satan to be the Executioner of 
God's juſtice; Pſal. xvii. 14. and ſo 
may be called God's. Hand, as wicked 
Men are: And the Rod of ' his: Anger, 
and the Staff in their Hand, his Indignati: 
on, Iſal. x. 5. But notwithſtanding Da- 
vid and Hemau, in the Depth of their 
Piſtreſs, expreſs themſel ves as having to 
do with God immediately; as appears 
from man! pathetic Expreſſions in ſone 
Pſalms, After all, let the Diſpenſation 
be mediate or immediate, which I dare 
not determine; this Lm 1 
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Life of a private Gentleman. | 
will be much better ſpent in ſerious En- 
deavours go avoid it, than critically to 
pry into the Nature and Manner of it. 

The ſowre. hard T 


ſigns, I queſtion not but Satan had a 


great Hand in them: Firſt injecting 
them, and then ſharpening the Edge of 
my own Reflex ions, by keeping them 
in continnal Agitation. I had been too 
great an Enemy to Free- Grace, at leaſt 
in the practic Notion of it, and had 
thwartled much in Diſpute againſt it, 


for the ſake of the Popularity of the 


Arguments of the adverſe Party. And 
now God ſuffered the Tempter to im- 
poſe upon me the belief of final Repro- 
bation, as to my Self, in the ſevereſt 
Senſc. , f N „ PHE; 1 need 

How juſt was God, in ſuffering my 
Sore to feſter, and run in the Night, to 
uſe the Pſalmiſt's Expreſſion, while I 
refus'd to have it fearch'd:to the: Bottom, 
labouring to skin it over by half Con- 
feſſions, till at daſt in my Pangs and A+ 
gonies, as tho extorted from me, I diſ- 
covered it to a very unfit Perſon,” Who 


afcerward publickly made ſport with it 


in his Cups and Company; 11 7 


That ſtrange Pacateneſs, which laſted! 


ror HO TRE EN 


_- 


* 


v : : a 1 "Xx 58 4 - 
k 1 N : 
. 71 Jy 1 
: wy L 7 ; : 9 I +a x d - 
. 
1 SY 2 1 FA £ 4 , q f — * 
it is intollerable, and | by 
* g 1. * 3” 5 0 


houghts I enter. 


* ns Wn = 1 4 
wt 3 "33: ” 2 
— n & 123 a 
N 2 fs + n 
— — 8 c 
CSS i r £ 
— ̃ ͤ —— £52 


, C ; : 
— * , 
4 0 4 . 8 . - . 7 
wel bo x * 3 2 4 , "I : G * 'D a 
: Sins 8 a * * . 
— 33 - : 5 _ 1 5 Wo PIE <> 22 * 5 - — oe 
Y 2 " 2 - — * * > . : 
7 8 * P59 as RE 1 r 2 — hes RY TG * % 
2 Wh 22 - 1 Nr WS K "4 
" S . PF EE ET, 1 * ta © a, 2 — —— — 4 +4 15 
. mn * n Y = — = 4-2. 
= n 
» 4 7 * 1 og r nn - 4 *+ 1 a k * 
me % *.> 1 2 


_— D n —— "= 


, eu 120 * rem toe whe, »+ «4 646 
80 WY TY * * 22 "RF. 2 wal A * 4 I; 
1 ts mY xi » 1 If u/ \ * 9 ads. 
un ' 1 * on „ [4 
l 1 2 
3 z — TY FL = > 7 * F 
3 * * ** » 
4 1 ; * 4Y __ 4 3 * 
5 5 ! al * - 
0 3 #, 
a 


Ane aas than meer Nes 


the Root of the Diſorder; and that 
1 ing Cure, that, at ener 


me to take a ourney, nd the great 


e enſuing when "half wa ay, Sith 

nge Impreſſions that ſollow'd, 
confirm the ſame. Riding, and a ſuppo- 
ſed Agitation of Humors, were ſo far 
from producing this Alteration, that 
the ſame Exerciſe has ſometimes re- 
lieved me: The Vigor Thoughts drove 
in upon me with; their continuance, 


and what follow'd; with many other 


Circumſtances, prove abundantly what 
1 drive at: beſides, ſuch an Effect. was 
no Way proportion d to the ſuppoſed 
Cauſe, and had ſcarce any affinity with 


ite My Body was well purg'd, Altera- 


tives ud; and upon ſuch Preparatives, 
Exerciſe, this eſpecially, is allow'd ra- 
they, to e Ang than dond the natural 
Spirits. . 15 | 
God convinicd: me of my Folly, in o. 
vervaluing or deſpiſing Inſtruments, and 
not looking enough to Him, who works 


as He pleaſes: Who tantblaſt the beſt, 


and make the Meaneſt effect the greateſt 


Things, as 1 found now by: Jad Exper 


ence. 
That ridicutous Pancy ee with 
ſuch violence 1 my Belief, convinc'd 


n was in | great | Fart the ge” 
Dr 0 


; $4» £ 


— 


— nen eee 


we 11rd — 
Pr — U wo ra re 


N A N e 
1 1 1 * * vi. id a 1 4 * ; 737 1 
3 "tis - n ; : ; x | 
| o uf . £ F Cw 1 & N ; 
0 f 0 p 0 
. ” * 1 þ ? % IF 
; | F . 4 : * 4 
| 2 . [ 2 
: 4. * ; ; + ; 
| - 4 x 
>, . 3 4 
* Wy 
+ 4 


of many tormenting Imaginations, which 


1 formerly - reputed the meer Effect of 
1 had ſeen many Years before, one 
under the Anguiſh of Deſpair; his Bo- 
dy macerated, his Viſage-dreadful, his 
Actions and Words terrifying and ama« 
Zing: One of his Expreſhons was: 
« Were my Fleſh torn from my Bones 
« with red hot Pincers, twould bows 
« compared to the Anguiſh of my Mind. 
J made no ufe of this Warning, till God 
caſt me into the Furnace, to feel what I 
did not enough believe, how terrible 
Guilt, Temptation, Terrors of Conſci- 
ence, and the Wrath of God were. 
All thoſe ſtrange Words, Act ions, and 
Senſations, that brought me to ſuch 
extremity, are a full Proof what Power 
datan had over me: I as firmly believe 
it, as if I had ſeen him; and have as 
full a Proof to my Senſe, by ſome ex- 
traordinary Operations I felt, but can't 
to the Life expreſs, as tho” he had ap- 
peared to mie. How can this reaſona- 
ly be ſuppoſed imputable to the Ai» 
vity of Fancy, wound high by Fear and 
Erpektation If this were a juſt Plea, 
Why was not the Effect anſwerable, in 
the very Method Fancy preſcrib'd, and 
Ex pectation ſuggeſted, ever the natural 
Ive of fanciful Motions? - 5 
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. If this he true, as doubtleſs it is, 
muſt be granted by all the Rules o. 
perience, as being the genuine Pr 
and moſt. natural Conclafion; of al 
Movements of Imagination; why 
expected; but feel him, which 1 1 
thought of? The Providence of Ge 
ordered it, as quite to croſs the Str 
of Fancy; a thing never known, 
that is the ſole Agent. 610 
1, Whence came all thoſe. ſtrange 
preſſions, Geſtures, Operations, and In 
endes, all exactly conſpiring to ſuc 
ſad End and Deſign, as. would plai 
appear hy à Relation of Particula 
azad that without the leaſt previous / 
ꝓrehenſion of any ſuch Matter, either 


Seneral or Particular? And yet that 
theſe Paſſages ſhould; orderly. ſucce 


one another, till they center d in ſuch 
malicious Event: The Matter, in 
its Farticularities and Circumſtances 
hinted in the Relation, but in genen 
4 riz'd. of the Thing, as it was in n 
ality, I would not queſtion his Aſſent. 
Ihe whole Scene was full of the mol 
hideous, ſpiteful Blaſphemy, that th 
Wit of Men or Devils could deviſe; 
And tho) the Heart of Man be pregnant 
enough with Wickedneſs, yet I can 


col 


4 


OY Life of aptivate Gentlemn. 97 
c. or gu copceire it able to vent ſuch things 2 —M 
> Proceſt random, that carry ſuch a Face of exqui- 

of all tete Contrivance, and moſt malicious 

5. WPpeſign c at the ſame Time, H | 

hy then „ Horrors 

| and ReluQancy . expreſſing themſelves 


* "= ich the utmoſt Deteſtggjon of the 


of Goa I don't lay all on the Devil in the My- 


* : St 0 

vie ”_ ſtery of Temptation: This would look 

N. be like a plece of Self · juſti fication loath- 
ome in the Sight. of a holy God: No, 


"nd lu me may falſly accuſe him, but. never 


to ſuch 4 hereby vindicate our Selves. St. James 

d plainly ells us plainly; that a Man is tempted, 
cticulars; her damn ny of his own Luſt and en- 
rious AP ed: Certainly we have Corruption e- | 
either U ough within us to ruin us, were there 
t that a Devil without to tempt us: But 
cucccel ben it mult. be own'd, if we hoiſt Sail, 


4 ' ? — "> * . | 5 k 
in ſuch ell be fore to fill it with a brisk Gale. 
er, in ve ſtrike Fire by the Colliſion of laſt 

Wu! Thoughts, either at his inſtigation, 


\ſtances | Fa | PTS : 
in genen from our own natural promptitude, 


ell without” fail blow the Coals, ane 


r as full 
481 | pread the Fire, as the Wind does the 


vas ini 1 


che mol Cruel Bloody-minded Men, are like 
5 oe among the Tombs poſſeſsd with 


1 deviſe Perils, exceeding fierce, ſo that none 
preg namen come within their reach with ſafety : 
+ ci hence came elſe thoſe helliſh Tor- 
4 tents Perſecutors in all Ages bave de- 


vis d, 


* 
Dr A 1. 
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vis d, that A Fiend could, ſcarce on 


them? And what are impure Lil 
tines, but Gaderene Hogs, poſſeſs d 


unclean Devils, hurrying them de 
Precipices, into the dead Sea of Im 
rity ? Call this Poſſeſſion, Obſeſſion, 
hat you pleaſe, he has full Power c 


them, to drive them into Wickedr 


What a Learned Man (Dr. More) | 


of ſome giddy-headed Hereticks, is 
plicable to theſe Men: *I dare fa 
<< Man may find out a greater Num 
ce of true Demoniacks among thi 
< than Chriſt or his Apoities are ſaid 
( Cure. 1 

Thus by degrees are Men led Capt 
by Satan at his pleaſure. And who! 
eject the ſtrong Man armꝰ'd, till a ſtro 


er than he come? None can reſcue : 


out of the Clutches of this Leviath 
but the Arm of the Almighty. ” 


certainly his great Artifice to keep 
in Ignorance of his Power, and our $ 
that expoſe us to it. We can't f 


3 Convictions come from him, 
ves to keep us nodding in Securit 


It's the Office ceo the holy Spirit, deſc 
bed in Scripture z but when that bleſ 


One ſhines with a ſtrong Ray into 
guilty Soul, what a Hell of Torment 
there in the Conſcience, till he ren: 
the ry” „ Chriſt OY 

| 


ce outdo 
re Liber- 
fſeſs'd by 
em Cowl, 
of Imp 
ſeſſion, or 
Wer over 
ickedneſꝭ 
fore) lay 
cks, ĩs ap 
are ſay, 1 
r Numbet 
ng them, 
are ſaid t) 


d Captive 
d who cat 
La ſtrong 
reſcue an 
Leviathal 
; 

o keep 0 
d our Sin 
can't {ut 

him, WI 
Security 
it, deſcr 
hat bleſſe 
ay into 
Torment! 
he reve 
crucified 

All 
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Sin, to accuſe and exaſperate Conſci- 


ence: A poor Creature can ſcarce bear 
the Weight of the Reflex ions of his own 


Mind; and if, Satan now. be permitted 


to mix his Brimſtone with the Fire of 
Conſcience, how will it pra out the 
laſt Spark of Hope, and canker the Soul 
with impious Thoughts, and hatred of 
e 

I now expect the Fate that attends 
Narratives of this kind. It's now a days 


become faſhionable to doubt of theſe 


Matters: Weakneſs and Credulity be- 
ing often imputed to ſuch as do but he- 
litate. If they don't immediately ex- 
plode all as Dream and Fancy, they are 
rank d among the Simple, that Wag 
every thing. To appear ſingular out 


the modiſn Dreſs of the Times, ſome 


think derives. Obſervation and Con- 
tempt : This makes ſome of good Cha- 
rater affett the Terms of the Men of 
Senſe; to make too bold with the Lan- 


guage of the Sceptick Party. The 


World is fall of Wickedneſs and For- 
gery; many idle Stories have been 
trump'd up, and obtruded upon credu- 
lous People, by weak, or wicked Men; 
and becauſe there is counterfeit Coin, 
ſome ſcruple good * If Men 1 
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oo Remarkable Paſſages inthe 


act thus unreaſonably, I'll acquie! 
the faithful Diſcharge of my Duty. 
Others again will retort, and ſ 
have taken Pains to expoſe my Self. 
let ſuch know, that 1 have receive 
much at the Hands of God, to ſtic 


building his Honour on the Ruine 
*.-my- own. © Do -you that fand, 


heed leſt you fall : be not high-minded 
fear: Let the Advice of the Holy G 
often, if it prevail not quite to ſtop 
Mouth of Cenſure. Remember t 
are dumb Devils as well as noiſie 


and many are led captive by them, 


hear no gingling of their Chains. 
vils don't always tare People they 
Teſs, tho? ſometimes they do. at t 
Departure. Tis their intereſt to 
ceal their Being and Power as mucl 
may be, unleſs on ſome ſpecial Occ 
ons they are forc'd, either by an 01 
ruling Hand of Providence, or in 
Execution of their Fury, — 
doubt not but the Devil had a H 
in idle Stories of his own Appearan 
or that of Ghoſts, as uſually term 
on purpoſe to confound what has b 
real of that kind. A dexterous Expl. 
in wich he certainly finds his Earnin 


many on theſe falſe Rumors, being mi 


confirm'd in their Sadduciſm, and m- 


good People become ſhaken in * 
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when they apply it to particular Inſtan- 
ces, the Strength of the Argument is 
quite loſt .; and what was applauded in 


the Theory, evaporates in the Applica- 


tion; the Force of all being generally 
evaded, unleſs in ſome more barefac'd 
aſtoniſhing Precedents. ' 

Tis of the laſt Confequence to take 


this Diſtemper in Time; for if Melan- 
_ choly fix, 'tis hard to remove. 


Penſive 
Thoughts impriſoned, multiply: Shame 
and Reſervedneſs, natural to the Di- 
ſtemper, plead for Secrecy; but if they 
prevail, endanger Safety. Small help; 


in Phyſick do more at firſt, than the 


greateſt when grown inveterate. Pre- 
ſume not to wreſtle it aut by delay, 
thoſe Hopes too often are vain ; and 
ſuch as thus think to prevail, frequenth 
bring themſelves to great Extremities, 

When the Diſtemper has got head, 
the following Temptations are ver) 


_ uſual. - 


. To think all we have done in Re- 
ligion, is meer Provocation to God, and 


contributive to the Load of his Diſplea- 


fure. This Temptation bare hard upon 


me, as oft as I reflected on the Woes in 
Scripture denounced againſt Hypocriſee. 
That and Prophanity, if the e 
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Life: 


broken 
Deſires 
Prayer 


be groſs, are bath alike founded in Infi- 


delity 5. the one denies. God ſecretly, 
the other openly. | But there is a more 
refin'd Hypocriſie Men are inſenſible of 
in themſelves; a moral Sincerity, if 1 
may ſo call it, in Oppoſition to an Evan- 
gelical one; I mean a preſumptive one, 


not gracious and ſaving: The Cries of 


meer Nature are better than none, much 
more the Voice of common Grace; a 
Man with the Means might have done 
better, but if he did ſomething, tis 
better than by contempt of God to re- 
fnſe all Fealty to Him: To repent 
therefore of this, is to wiſh we had o- 

nly proclaim'd War againſt God, and 

id defiance to Him; fo mult be a 
ſtrong Temptation. Raw lags 

2. To ſuppoſe Prayer uſeleſs, and 
God inexorable. This cuts off all inter- 
courſe with Heaven, while it prevails, 
and ſtops the very Breath of the ſpiritu- 
al Life in the Soul. Expect Him to 
ply this Oar with diligence ; as well 
knowing of what Conſequence it is to 
the Succeſs of his cruel: Deſign. Break 
through it then with a holy Violence, 
and obſtinate Reſolution, as for your 
Life: Pray as you can, tho in the moſt 
broken Language; God will accept the 
Deſires of your Heart, the beſt Part of 
Prayer; nay, of a Sigh expreſsd that 
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vou can't do better; tho you chatter as 


a Crane; with Hezekiab, it will not fail bb 
of Aczeptance':- The Senſe of your Un- mit 
worthineſs, will promote your Humili- his 
ty; and difficulty, will render the you 
Attempt more pleaſing; and what; Con 
more grateful to Him than ſuch a Diſ. and 
poſition? Bleſſed be God, Satan did your 
not prevail in this. Point, tilt I came to Rem 
the laſt Extremity.. 3 Jou, 


3. To caſt off the Yoke of God, turn Figh 
q Libertine, and bid adieu to all Hope of WM cn; 
* Heaven: This is all over Deviliſm, and to th 
* bears the trueſt Print of the Cloven- the 6 
Foot. He thus far prevail'd with me, WM bite, 
25 to wiſh I might have fome Eaſe here, WM the P 
and get from under the Power of God's vou i 
Wrath, whatever became of me herea- Cauſe 
ter. A curſed Wiſh, I have often pray'd 


_backward, and beg moſt heartily God. MM pratio 
would never lay it to my Charge: And Lkr 
now ſay with that holy Man: Burn here, Wl thereh 
Cut here, Lord, do but ſpare for ever. WM the Sn; 
4. If none of theſe faſten, his laſt Ml ecutior 
; and ſtrongeſt is, to make away your I ptatior 
4 Self, and hide your Head and Troubles paſſion 
A in the Duſt. ' This is a Plot againſt your h the 
þ Soul and Body, to get immediate Pol- WM of the 
1 ſeſſion to torment: And as this — ider in: 
8 - moſt comports with his bloody Purpole, ¶ But by 
5 who is skilful to deſtroy; fo expect, other 7 
when - occaſion - ſerves,, he'lt urge = a the 

| 5 with 
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Life of a private Gentleman; 109 
with greateſt Violence. Know that _ | 
this is Murther of the worſt Sort, ad. 8" 
mit not then a Thought about it; reject 1 
his firſt Suggeſtion with abhorrence 22 if 11 
you parley, he'Ttake it for a Degree of 
Compliance; twill fluſh him with hope; 
and make im redouble the Aſſault, to“ 

your greater Terror- or Deſt ruction: 
Remember God ſtands by to obſerve. 
you, to be your Second; if you will“ bur 
Fight; and if you are ſo difpos'd im 
earneſt, ſnew it by giving no advantage 
to thè Enemy; -but* immediately reſiſt. 
the firſt Attack. If you enter into de- 
bate, 'tis a Degree of Aſſent, a turning; 
the Back im Fight; then 'Woe--betide: 
you if God deſert you, as yon do his: 
Cauſe and your own. Call in help; 
which will abate. the foree of the Tem- 

knew one io took this Advice, and 
thereby, .thro' God's Aſſiſtance, eſcaped 
the Snare; when alf wras ready for Ex- 
ecution: This ſore and dread fit Tem- 
ptation; thro the unparalle}Vd Com 
paſſion of my bleſſed Maſter, was never 
in the Teaſt Degree mine: An inſtance” 
of the amazing Goodneſs: of Godz con- 
kdering the length of my Diſtreſs 2: 
But by what F felt of Satun'gs Power in 
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the Strength of this. And: L wiſh | 


E. 5. had: 


* gs CT 5 "ol — _ 


of oy bs 2 * * 4 
I 0 ” C — q 22222 —— 0 
* * . ©/ ” 
2K r 8 x Tr A 5 
ry £0 ore rn EE ent cs SEN 5." 
A : | * , : 
be 8 
2 * . 
5 


r . vs 4 . * rr N rr 4, 44 — 44 
8 " 6 N 


had the Skill and Might of a Seraphim, 
to Sing bis Praiſe for fo great a Delive- 


rance; and let the pious Reader ſay, 


5. There is one more F might men- 
tion, which gall' me extreamly; tis 
this: When I thought of our Saviour 


Woe denounced againſt ſuch as offend a- 


ny of his little ones; it had more than 
the Weight of a Mill-Stone to fink me 
deeper in the Sea of Deſpair. - O what 
ſtinging Thoughts did the Apprehenſi- 
on of Seducing any of God's Children 
create in my Breaſt! Twas like freſh. 
Fuel to the devouring Flames of Con- 
ſcience. Let ſuch conſider. it well, as 
boldly partake in other Mens Sins, 
without Caution or Remorſe: As if 
in ſtrict League with Hell, they approve 
themſelves tempting Imps, and Factors 
to the Devil; and ſeem to.covet. a double 
Damnation How. glad are ſome, if 
they can Proſelyte any to Wickedneſs, 
and Liſt them in the Devil's Service! 
Little do ſuch conſider how they heap 
Coals of Fire on their own Heads: 
When they draw a good Man into Sin, 
it pleaſes them beſt, tho twilbone day 


what Spirit acts them, that they are of 
their Father the Devil, and will do his 
Drudgery.. I know it is very * 


— 
ö — 
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colt them deareſt : This ſhews plainly} 


tal to corrupt Nature, to affect Bre- 
thren im Iniquity and Suffering; but 
ſuch will certainly find the contrary, 
Effect in Hell; not one jot of Eaſe, but 
infinitely more Torment. 

To my ſname let it be ex preſs d, that 


this BeHam Thought once boy d me up- 


in my Wandrings, viz. That I was not: 
ſo bad as others; that if I went to 
Hell, ſuch and ſuch would: ; forgetting; 
all this while, that my Place might be 
hotter than theirs, as ſinning ! againſt 
more Light and Means; and that it was: 


more like a:Fiend; than: a Man, or a. 


Chriſtianz to take any Comfort in az 
partnerſnip of Miſery.:: As many Fag- 
gots make the Fire burn the fiercer, 75 
the Damned enrage one anothers. Miſe- 
ries, and make the burning Tophet the: 


more intolerable. Lord; lay not this. 


Sin to my Charge; but acce Con- 
ellon for Chris ſake. pra: n 

Let none from. their Innocency, or 
Conſtitution, preſume: of an indemnity: 
from attacks of this Nature: When 
the Trial comes, the beſt find Matter 
tor an accuſing Conſcienee; and jelly, 
fanguine Femperaments, have been ar- 
reſted. Prepate then for What may be, 
in your golden Seasons; and to this end,, 
learn. to hand le your ſpiritual Weapons: 
Lay in. a Stock of Knowledge from Seri- 

pure, 
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uſe other er ious Books 
the ubject- 
Aiery Tempe wal been terribly ac- 
6 coſted, and quite perverted; let none 
= then pretend exemption. Guilt makes 
many cry out of the Spleen, who are na- 
torally Antipodes to it in their Tempe- 
rament: The Hype is a, faſhionable 
| Termof Art, and the Pretence:to it, is 
= often a ſculking Hale to conceal Hor- 
rors of Conſcience: Some in a ſerious 
Mood, I have known to acknowledge it 
Fr themſelves and their Fraternity. - 

' To conclude. with ſomething Pract. 
© | OE 
In a Time of Eaſe: and” Serenity, be 
advisd to lay the Foundations of your 
Beace and Hopes of Heaven on ſure 
Ground, the Scriptures Warrant :: To: 
that end endeavour..' 

E. To. make thorow Work i in the 
great Bufineſs. of Converſion; depend: 
mot upon Civil e good: Nature, moral 
Honeſty; 2 Br ſhon, a Round of fer- 

mal Daties, upon Ly of theſe.-ſeparate,. 
or allconjunct: Many here fatally mi- 
ſtake, and ſplit on theſe Rocks. No 

Man, ies true, can be a Chriſtian with- 

out Morality, but meer Morality makes 
not @ Chriſtians no not by adding the: 
bare Profeſſion: of Chriſt, without a vi- 
In with; Him. "Jeſus: che Way 
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tbe Truth, un the Life tells us, 9 
unleſs we are Born An, mie cant fre he 
Kingdom of God, which He expoutids- 
of being Borw of the Siriti. Fhe Spirit 
works Faith, which unites us to Chriſt- 
our Head, and fo we become his living 
Members; whereby eur Souls are ani- 
mated by his Spirit, as our Bodies are: 
by our Sduls; the Manner we know? | 
not in either, but by ſenſible Effets diſ- 
eover it in both. Thus the A poſt le 
prays they may be ſtrengthened wirh M Mehr 
by his Spirit in the inward: Man : 
Chriſt might dwell in their Htarts by Faith; 
and ſo be rooted and grounded in Loves; 
Eph. iii. 16, 17: And Cloſ. i. 17. 
Chrift is nid to» be 5 us, the Pipe of 
Glory. Fhis ſeems ſtrange to a carnuF 
Mind, as well it' may, ſince it can't diſ- 
cern ſpiritual Things: But a true Be-- 
tieyer has as real and refreſhi 
of it ſfornetimes, by thoſe. 2 77 ef 
strength and Comprr: radiating his 
Soul from the Sun of Righteouſheſs; as; 
the Eye and other Parts of he” Body 
have — the natural Sun in the Firma- 
ment: And tho” all have not theſe In- 
fences alike, yet all partake in ſome 
Degree, ſo as to be enabled to run 
_ Chriſtian Race: And here lies: 
Strength and Conſdlation of the 
Baek. all. their preſſing W 
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ſt 

not cultivated. by the Hand of Heaven ; . Re 

| as Rays of- Light cut off from the Focus fio 
4 of the Sun; but while fed by that in- WI 
| <cxhaiſtible Source of Light and Heat in Ste 
the Son of God, in whom all Falneſs wa 
' dwells, twill maintain its Vigor; the Ble 
1 Stream will run, as long as the Foun. im 
1 tain feeds it. Moral — doubt, ſilt; 
1 have their Excellency : But this ſpark Cc. 
i of Faith and Love in the Heart, is the reſt 
very Soul of them, that tranſmutes Affe 

Moral Virtues into Chriſtian Graces. off 


This is the ſaving Touch from the great right 
Phyſician, chat effectually dries up the WW Ina 
unclean Iſſue of Corruption: A touch, to t 
like that the Needle has from the Load- Wh. 
ſtone; whatever violence pervert its for c 


Poſition, it remains in a trembling, un- Roy: 
ſettled Poſture, tilt it recover its true ty, 4 
ſtanding Point · the ] 


"Take. heed of a. half Converſion: his 
When Men begin to ſee it needful; the Shan 
next Device of Satan is, to get them to. MI 
take up with the Semblance of it, and fon-: 
then, he has them faſter than before, Pang: 
while they preſume and grow ſecure. 80 of 


He knows: how ready onr falſe Hea of the 
are to. conſent to the Cheat; and How. but a 
backward to a painful, narrow. h: Cain 4 
Many; for want of carefully verſing the 8. 
* 1 own Hearts, have fat h 


ſtu 
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fuck in the Birth, and miſcarried: 
ray: with Care, Treatiſes of Conver- 
above all, the Word of God, 
1 as in a Glaſs, Jour Face and 
State may be ſeen, and Spots waſh'd a- 


way in the Blood of Jet is: Get your 
is Spirit, beg it 
importunately; humbly intreat his AF. 


Blemiſhes- reQifi'd by 


ſiſtance in Reading, rebaſee Meditatin 
c. Perform: the e Exerci es 

reſt not in-Formality, but. ſtrive.to move 
Affed ions: The Heart naturally hangs 
off from Meditation, or trifles in it; but 
rightly follow'd, is of admirable Uſe. 
In all Confeſſions of Sin, trace the Fruit 
to the Root, actual, to original Sin: 
Whatever. others ſay, omit no-occaſion. 
for quickning Humi ity: Say with the 
Royal Prophet, Ewa, conceived in Iniqui- 
ty, and brought: om in Sin, Pſal. li. in 
the Front. s it, while confeſſing 


his great Iniquity, to take the more 


Shame to himfelf.. . 

Miſtake not legal Terrors for Conver- 
on: They are, it's true, often the 
Pangs of the New- birth, but ſometimes. 
go off without a- Delivery, as do —— 
of the Natural; and: ay. all-may.j 
but a Sorrow unto Death, as didi t 
Cain and Judas: 9 Went be a4": pa 
the Soul in this Diſtreſs, the Soul lays 
taſt 1 Him by n 


with Li I 
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x12 Remarkable Paſſages in ile 
then is the New-Creature Born, and 
with the natural Infant comes crying in- 
to the World 5 diſſolves in Penitentiał 
Tears, with kindty Meltings, that alt 
its Horrors could not effect. This is 
the Repentance unto Life, never to be 
repented of, which gives the firſt dawns 
to true Peace: Sometimes ſurprizing- 
47 the Soul with an ability to cry out with 
Sc Thema, My, Ton, mu my Gol; 
oftner enabling it progreſſively to per- 
fect Holinefs in Got's Fear, till it flower upt 
up into a full Aſſurance of Hope. Few: for 
cape all Degrees of theſe legal Ter- | 
rors, that are truly Converted ; no, 
ſcarce ſach as are ſanctified from the 
Womb eſcape them wholly, but one 
Time or other ſip of the bitrer Cup, if 
they live many Years: Take heed of 
two Miſtakes, either of Bantering them, 
as meer fits of the Spleen, as ſome Have. 
See Dr. Scot, Vol. 1. Serm. 1. or of 
Quarrelling with God's Providence for 
not feeling more of them: If the Cure 
be wrought, rather thank Him for the 
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Segntienefs of His Hang 
© Meaſure therefore the Truttr of this 
| Matter:by ſpiritual Mamination ;"2 pra- 
T1 Stick Senfe of Truth; by Humility 
'F} and Fear of offending God; hatred of 
f + Sin; ſmnels of Temptation; love to 
good People, as fuch, for Holineſs- ſake, 
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Life of a private Gentleman. 113 
however differing in leſſer Matters; ma? 
king Conſcience of Thoughts; affecting 
(a) cloſe walking with God; delight im 
more Spiritual Duties and Truths; ad- 
miring of Chriſt's Perſon, and Love; 
thirſting after greater Purity of Heart, 
and Sanctity of Life; a Mortification of 
the Sin of Conſtitution, Habit, the dar- 
ling Luſt that moſt offended God, and 
wounded the Soul, Cc. the fureſt 
Gronnds to-go upon: which as we clear 
up to our Selves, ſo will our Evidences 
for Heaven. 5 r ie nat; 5 Ts 
Take not up with a. falſe Peace from 
ſtupidity; nor depend too much on a- 
ny extatick Rapturous Motions, which 
the Devil, as an Angel ef Pight, or Na- 
ture, may im poſe upon us; by mimick- 
ing what's real in the Saints: See that 
peace and Holigeſs go Hand in Hand, 
and that all Tranſports of Joy are ſecond- 
ed with higher Acts of Self- denial, and 
Vigor in Obedience: The . Jvy: of 45 
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% Biſhop- Sandeyſomredueeth-allro two ſpe- 
cial Marks of Sincerigy, which he ſays are as 
47 as a Thouſand ; namely, Integrity, 

d Conſtancy: For theſe two are never in the 
Hypocrite, Lay theſe two together, and 
they'll make a perfect good Rule for us to 
pdge our own Hearts by, Pag. 176, and 178. 
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Lord is our Strength, Nellem. viii. 10. 
if right; they uſually flow in after great 
Difficulties and Sufferings; or while un- 
der them; or precede them, as encou- 
raging Viaticoms 5 but ſeldom are of 
long Continuance. I have known ſome, 
after ſhifting from Sect to Sect, to mea. 
fare the Truth of Principles by the Peace 
they found upon eſpouſing a Party: A 
fatal Miſtake, I fear, to many, which 
runs them blindly into the Spirit of a 
Party, quite oppoſite to a Spirit of Cha- 
rity, the very Soul of Chriſtianity. 
Don't be too greedy then of Comfort, 


which ſome too haſtily ſhatching at, 


have * only Green- Fruit to ſet 
their Teeth on edge; whereas this ſhould 
be left to hang like ripe Fruit, which in 
its Seaſon would drop into our Lap: 
To expect true Peace and Joy, without 
found Knowledge and Practice, is to 
build without a Foundation: All ſaving 
Knowledge encreaſes Faith, which is 
the very Spring of Obedience: If we 
would rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus,- we muſt 
know Him in whom we have believed ; 
if we have true Peace, it's a Peace 1! 
Believing: And Chriſt promiſes the 
Comforter to ſuch as keep his Com- 
mands: And if we do the Doctrine oi 
| Jeſus, we ſhall. know it to be of God. 0 
the bleſſed Circulation of Know ledge 

| * 


Portic 
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unmo! 
Streng 
ſtroy 
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| 
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ther! Without advancement in Sancti- 
fication, all Pretences of this kind are 
but Preſumption and meer Self- flattery. 
Dread therefore a Peace that makes thee 
Stothful and Careleſs, as Poyſon and De- 


luſion: But if holy and induſtrious, and 


yet feel little of it, or rather the contra- 
ry, remember as the Shadow follows 
the Body, tho? not always obſerved ; ſo 
does Peace, Purity, tho? it be not al- 
ways felt; you are in the Way of 


Peace, and firſt or laſt, Peace is your 


Portion. | FO) "WE; . OFT: 

2. Spare not any one Sin; leave no- 
unmortified Luft ſtanding in its. full. 
strength: If it do not abſolutely de- 
ſtroy you, which it mightily threatens, 


yet it will bring down God's Judgments; 


and when the Storm comes, or Death, 


24 - wy 2 

Ps | : . — wn ä ä * , PROF EI a Ld ary 22 „ hr err ge * X by * 
— OO OY ET in une ot te no eg on rs 
N : 4 « - « * 4 * A ” 7 " EY * 5 


Li of aprivite Gu , 115 © 
_ and Practice, ſo productive ene of ano 


twill terriſie like the Appearance of a 


Devit: Down with it then to the 
Ground : Lay the Ax to the Root of 
the Tree, leaſt God take you in Hand, 

fo your infinite Terror. 1 
3. Take heed of Delays; work every 
Conviction, while warm, home upon 
the Soul: Preſume not to intrench on 
God's Prerogative, who is Lord of us, 
and Maſter of his own Favours: Work 
d. Day, and talk not of toe Morrow, 
kaſt the Fate of the Fool in the Goſpet 
| follow. 


n 
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126 Remarkable Paſſages inthe | 
follow. The Wind blows when and es 


where it liſteth; hoiſe Sale then to eve. anc 

ry Gale, which will waft you with on] 

ſpeed towards. the eternal Shoar of Bleſ. and 
fedneſs:- If you loiter, you may find and 

your Selves becalm'd ; the kind wafting 3 

Breezes over, the Munfoons ſpent; fo Ml '” 

may be forc'd to: tug hard to little pur- Con 

poſe, and lye long beating at Sea, ex- Ml © 

Pos'd to Storms and: contrary Winds: Ml ©2 © 
Remember, delay: every Day ſtrength- Snea 

ens the-Indiſpoſition, and encreaſes the whil 
Deluſion: One lazy Step id iſpoſes to a- in T 

nother; Agility comes by Exerciſe; with 

the ſleepy Diſeaſe is not cur'd, but im- him, 

prov'd, by yielding. Conſider this is the . 

Satan's main Battery, which has ſlain its gethe 

Fen: Thouſands, and carries moſt to logue 

Hell; avoid it accordingly. When hidec 

| Men are offer'd great Things, they ac- ſtrike 
EE Abe the Offer, and comply with the cially 

= Terms immediately; never think you deat 
are in earneſt for Heaven, While you i © 

delays; nom wth . per fo 

4. Labour to be the ſame in your Cod; 


Walk, you are upon your Knees ; get | 
and keep, as much as poſſible, CS of his 
mon with- God ; preſs-into the Secret J 
of his Preſence: the Soul will be em- Nd 
- ploy'd, if not thus, much worſe: This . © 
will entertain and delight it, and make bim 
it, in Proportion, die to every m 
as elſe: 
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7” 2 47 orion Cem y 17 | 
elſe: The fret 1 to diet | 
and drop d Men love not God. 
only becauſe t they don't know. Him; 
— till « then, they ll hug their Lufts, 
and hang off rom Him. 

Fear Gad truly, and nothiag fla- 
riſhly': Expect the Enemy -and-ſharp 
Conflits.; Arm with Faith and Pa 
ence to maintain your Poſt ; - no Fight, 
no Conqueſt”; no. Victory, no Crown: 
Sneaksbies are often kill'd skulking, 
while the Bold and Brave come oft fafely 
in Triumph. Never ſhrink or compound 
with Satan, but ever reſiſt and diſdain 
him, as a conquer d Enemy: Remember 
the Fear ful and Unbelieving are put to- 
gether, and rank'd: in the black Cata- 
logue. The Darkneſs of the Night, 
hideous Caverns, Grotto's, &c- naturally 
ſtrike timorous Spirits with horror,eſpe- 
cially if the Apprehenſion of Evil Spirits 
be at that time powerful: But if Duty 
call, balk no Place or Opportunity of 
Performing it, but manifeſt - Truſt in 
God; the more Danger, the more Ho- 
nor, only take heed of Rambling out 
of his Way. To fear and 
« fly the Devil, when Pro- Capel. 9 
* yidence caſts us on ſuch Tompration, 
* Circumſtances,. is to pay 7. 38. 
© him ſome kind of Homage; 
4a kind of Serving Satan, as one ob- 

- ſerves, 


— THAT 80 Kg 
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„ x18 Remarkable Poſſogre im the | 
| ſerves, and adds, We muſt ſtand; 
Wi © better quake, than ſerve Satan; bet- 8 
« better die in the Place, than fly from be 
„ it; becauſe it's a flying from Satan; phil 
ec and he that in this Senſe flies him, 


* 


« ſeems to diſtruſt God's Providence o- 4 - 
ce ver him. for that particular. This is MW thin 
&« a yielding to the Devil; God is an. ciſe 
cc pry with it, and it's often the Way to A 
f < greater Danger 5 what if by this ſhift. WM duce 
„ing the Place, we find eaſe for the Wl 1 ho; 
«preſent ?* Yet it's but his skill, like a to tf 
Lightning before Death; it leads us him 
'< ſecurely into the Hands of the ſame, take 


«© or ſome other Temptation. 

5. Act in all kinds with Vigor, but 
ſtill in humble Dependance; lay Failings 
at your own Door, but ever aſcribe Suc- 

es to God: If you truſt or applaud 

Self, a Fall will enſue; the Glory of his 
Grace He will have, or of his Juſtice. If 
you believe, it is by the exceeding great - 
neſs of his Power; even according to the 
Working of bi: mighty Power, which ht 
wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from 
the Dead, Eph. i. 19, 20. And the 
Power of God maſt keep you to Salvation 
if you perſevere, 1 Pet. i. 5. Live 3s 
1 holily, as if you was to be juſtified by 
* your own Works, and your beſt done, 
'* - think and ſay, you are an unprofitable 
| 5 Servant; 
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but wot 4 ee, 5 Which is by Faith in hi 
Phil. iii. 9. Savour the — that rend 


to depreſs Pride, and exalt his Glor 


as Honor him, he will Honor; and y —_— | 
| thing do we it more, than by the Exer- 


ciſe of a profound Humility. 

All theſe Argaments are naturally de- 
duceable from- m 2 Failures, which 
hope may afford the greater Cogency 
to the ſerious Reader, which 1 intreat 
him humbly to apply to 3 _ 
take Warns 


„ 


Life of « private Sen "ay * 
dervant; abhor your own Righteouſneſs > ox Tg 


as 47, Rags, and deſire to be found in 
wr own Right couſneſ” fs, 
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Fi Conſiſting of an Account of the Me- 
djd of Divine Grace, in aRe- 
LE . cCopery of the Author from violent 
RC 


Should now draw a Cur- 
tain over the Remains 
of my Life, did not the 
ſame Argument prevail, 
that firſt engag'd me: 
—" To manifeſt the moſt 
admirable and amazing Goodneſs of the 

ever - bleſſed God, whoſe Mercygnay well 

indeed be term d His darling Attribute, 
while it relieved POLE, a vile, 

- helpleſs Worm: And to comfort and 


* 


4 deſponding Spirits. | 

4% 20 God's Grace, even to the leaſt of Sin- 
ners, is truly glorious ; but the Nene 
F 3 Tai +5 they 
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encourage, if poſſible, poor, tempted, 
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Life of a private Gentleman. 1 
they are, ſtill more Aſtoniſhing are the 
rich diſplays of it; therefore, if after a 
blazoning of my Rebellion, I deſcribe 
the moſt. excellent Mercy of my dear 
Lord and Maſter, tho” it need no foil to 
ſet it off, yet it may appear to the dim- 1 
ſighted more Illuſtriouss. 11 
Many, I know, repute it a Piece f 
Modeſty, to ſuppreſs Favours of this 115 
Nature; and for ought I know, ſome I 
circumſtances may make it ſo: But 1 
where Love to Souls animates the De- N 
ſign, without a fhuinting look of Pride 10 
and vain Glory, I think there needs no . 
Apology. © Pride, as Charron well ex=> - 1 
preſſes it, . © is the Shirt of the Soul, 1 
« firſt put on, and laſt put off. We have . 
all Reaſon therefore to fear, while the wo 
Houſe ſtands, the Lepfoſie will ſtick to 4 
the Walls, ſo muſt be cautious: Ipray  _ 
God graut me my full Share. 
return to the Narrative. 11 
1 ſtill remain'd. under Diſtreſs : But at 1H 1 
length God was pleagd to give mea TS [0 
glimmering Hope. One Day as I was Wil | 
reading -a Sermon of that holy Prelate - "4: Mi 
A. B. Leighton's God bleſſed ſome Paſſages 11.0 
much to my Reviving : I heard a Ser- LY: 
mon a little after, which gave me more: | 
| at under it with Terror; in the cloſe, | 
St. Auſtin's Sickneſs before his Conver- 
lon was mention'd; in which he was "1-4 
R n repre- 1 
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122 Remarkable Paſſapes in the 
| 1 able es in the 


-repreſented, as one deſperate, in "his 


. own Thoughts dying, and going to Hell, 
yet his Heart was hard, even to ſtupidi- Ml | 
ty: This Inſtance running ſo parallel! MW ' 
with my own Caſe, in this Particular, M * 
and another very emphatically, drew MW ! 
Tears of Joy from me: But ſtill nothing M © 
fix d long to do me Service, tho ſome M !! 


prov'd a preſent Stag. 

Here Would appear a particular Pro- 7. 
vidence, were all Circumſtances related: =: 
It may ſuffice in general, that God gave 1 
me Comfort by ſome Particularities, to 
which before had a Hand in caſting me M ſiſt 


* 


down very remarkably. 
he firſt abſolute: Turn given to my 
Diſtreſs I obſerv'd, was as I was com- 
ing home, from a Friend I accidentally 
met with, to whom 1 had diſclog'd my 
State: He endeavour'd to comfort me, 
telling me; He that had begun 8 good 
Work, would finiſh it; adding ſome 
more Particulars; and tho plain Things, 
yet they now reliev'd me. As T walk 
home, I was contriving what return to 
make to God, upon ſuppoſal of his Mer- 
cy; among the reſt, this was one, 
have. here endeayour'd to accompliſh, by 
this performance. I refolv'd to expok 
my Self, and give God Glory; but find 
ing ſome Methods I then propos d to fal 
ſhort, I purſu'd this, as anſwering 
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Life of a private Gentleman. 123 . 
my Deſign : In the midſt of theſe Pur- 
poſes, ſome Beams. of Hope darted in 
vpon me, Which, bleſſed be God, pro- 
ved the firſt Dawns to break of Day, af- 
ter a long and dreadful Night. I came 
home now with-a viſtble Change in my 
Countenance, and from this very Day, 5 | 
the Light encreas'd more and more, till WM Hl 
it came to bright Day. When he giveth — 14 
quietneſs, who vhen can make trouble And i 
when he hideth hit Face, who then can hebold | 
bim? In a little time I was perſuaded 
to go to the Sacrament : I felt great Af. 1 
ſiſtance there, but no more Terrors. Wn | 

Some time after, I was diſcourſing 
with an old Acquaintance, about tjgge 
ſad State I had been in: Some ſerious . 
Words paſſing, occaſionally drew from 
me this glorious Confeſſion; which 1 hope 1 1 
flow'd immediately from the A ſſiſtance o ß 
the H. Spirit, and accordingly deſire here "$18 
ſolemnly to praiſe Him for it, as an act 1 
of moſt profound Conde ſcention to ſuch 11 
a ſinfal Worm: *Twas this, „Ido be- . 
e lieve as firmly in Jeſus Chriſt, as tho +1 Wt 
« ſaw Him with my very Eyes ſtand= _ | I 
ing before me: The Impreſſion was 
then as ſtrong within, as my Words 5 
ol ere ſtrong and -emphatical : They 
nuch affected my Friend, a very ingeni- 
aous Perſon, who reply'd with great earn- 
eltneſs; „ 1 would give the whok 
n N F 2 « World 
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Paſſages lu ile 
* World I could ſay fo. Obſerve how 
the Way of Duty, is the Way to Peace; 
and hearty Deſigns of doing Good, are 
the ſureſt Methods of Receiving it. 
I had formerly read many Books, on 
purpoſe to eſtabliſh my Faith in this 
great Point, but alas! after all, twas 
too notional : It nearly concerns all 
therefore, who deſire to be fix d in the 
Belief of this main Article, upon which 
our All depends, to intermix their Read. 
ing and Study with ardent Prayers, 
That Chriſt may be reveal'd in them; 
which will give them another kind of 
Perception of that Matter, than all the 
meer Book-Knowledge they were ever 
Win e TL Ie * 
God ſtrengthened my Faith wonder. 
fully by thoſe very Methods Sat an at- 
tempted to ſhake it. Thoſe vile Injecti- 
ons, with their ſtrange concomitant Cir- 
cumſtances related above, were very 
Inſtrumental in this kind, and are, 1 
bleſs God, ſtill to this Moment; God 
improving them to reinforce my Faith, 
and confound at once all my Doubts. 
O the kind, wiſe, powerful Provi- 
dence of the bleſſed God! How did it 
turn his curſed Deſign on his own 
Pate! Thus our of the Euter came forth 
- lem, and out of the Strong came forth 
Sweetneſs : Glory to Thee, O Rey mw 
| a 18 - 
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Life of a private Gentleman. 123 _ 
ig: Eternal Praiſes are thy due: O 
ring me, bring me at laſt to that bleſ- 
ed Place, where I may be in a Capacity 
ceſſantly to perform it. 
After this happy Turn, as I gained 
reedom of Mind, I made very ſerious 
eflexions on the Mad and Sleepy Part 
fthe World, amidſt ſo much Light: I 
und J had been ſleeping on the Top of 
Maſt, in the midſt ofa roaring, tempe- 
nous Sea: The Senſe of my Danger 
ade me pity ſuch as I ſaw deeply im- 
ers d in the World, plodding on tame-- 
to Deſt ruction. Fhe ſtrange affecting 
ight I ſaw by, fill'd me with wonder 
Mens Stupidity, till reflected on the 
ail that had been on my own Heart. 
had ſtrong and lively Apprehenſions 
the Worth of my Soul, the vaſt im- 
rtance of Eternity, and the preci pi- 
te Motions of Time. I faw what az 
ſy Treaſure I had loſt ;; ſo keen was 
e Edge of my Thoughts on this Sub- 
t, that I ſnatch'd with perfect gree- 
neſs at the nimble gliding Minutes, 
the Thirſty do after Drink : No Pro- 
gal turn'd abſolute Miſer, outdid me: 
how did I wiſh,and wiſtragain, for the 
den Sands run and gone, when I ſaw. 
arly what I had profuſely ſquander'd 
ay : The vivid Senſe of this made me 
ad, Hear, and Pray, with the great- 
„„ . 
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126 Remarkable Puſſages in the 
eſt Activity: I frequented Sermong, 

Ce. with as great Keenneſs of Deſire, as 
the Hungry Soul has to his Food; and 
receiv'd al with as peculiar a Guſt, e. 
ven greater than J had ever before en- 
tertain'd any Diverſions. 

. Bleſſed God! I beſeech Thee dart 
ſome of theſe thy quickening Rays in 
to every drauſie Soul that may Read 
theſe Lines; make them pungent andi tur. 

. awakening : O Thou, who haſt the re. le- 
ſidue of the Spirit, let not precious bis 
Time ſit heavy on the Hands of any; 

| the Loſs of which, when they know its his 
1 true Worth, will preſs harder than the 
Wat Weight of Mil- Stones: And for thy 
Mercy ſake in Jefus, ever retain on my 
poor Soul the bleſſed Impreſſion, in its 
full Strength. Amen. 2 
I related above, how God caft me 0 
a. Paſſage in an Author, (Dr. Pref, 
that wounded my very Heart, and 
brought my Hopes to.the loweſt Ebb: 
But now, thro” infinite Mercy, the Tic 
turn'd to my exceeding Comfort, thro 
the ſame Channel it oppreſs'd: me. Thus 
recovering ſome ſedateneſs of Mind, | 
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| 5: took up ſome Pieces of the aforcſzil ſus C 
SE: Author: In reading Him, 1 found ſurgy fete 
| } prizing Light and Comfort ſpringing et: 
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Life of 4 
ed Succeſs, made me covet more, 
till 1 read” his Works very near com- 
plete; by which 1 got more ſpiritual- 
Illumination ang! Jak e by any I ever 
met with, next the holy Scriptures. _ 

Whoever ſeriouſly reflects on this, and 
the other Paſſages of my Reſtoration, 
will eri the. Gund ſtepping back, 
as it were, in the very ſame Path He 
turn'd his, back. upon me in fore Dif- 


pleaſure... Tis very uſeful to obſerve 
this more narrowly, that we may be the 


better Inſtructed in the wiſe Methods of 


his Providence, and be more ſtrongly - 
impreſs'd with the Senſe that He is the 


very Life and Soul of all Means, to de- 
ect, or revive; the great All in All: 
The true practic Belief of which we all 
naturally are very backward to; and 


the Beſt have but too great Reaſon to 


bewail their Deficiencies of this; kind. 
| belieye God uſually, bleſſes the La- 


bours of holy Souls, even whien their 


Heads are laid, with greater Succeſs 
than He does many popular DiſcourſEs ; 


for ſuch as Honor Him, He will Honor. | 


Some Preach themſelves more than je- 


ſus Chriſt; and teach. their own. Glory, 
more chan the pure Truths of the GG. 


ſpe!: They; meet with many very fond 
of the Commodity, who. ſuffer them- 
ſelyes to be tickled 

8 F 4 


to Death with a Fea- 
ther. 
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ther. Purity and Simplicity are Truth' 
beſh Ornaments, while view'd in the tw. 
Light of God's Word and Holy Spirit; ¶ cou 
humane Embelliſhments too often e. had 
clipſe its native Beauty. Adam ant Ml had 
Eve in Innocency needed no Cloathing, cont 
nor does naked Truth any Set-offs of Art ¶ out 
to recommend her to an honeſt Heart, MW Beat 
and an awaken'd Conſcience : HerCharms klin 
lye in her unaffected Simplicity; and the MW is tl 
more ſhe appears ſd, the more Raviſh- ¶ pute 
ing are the Attractives of her Beauty to they 
the Spiritual Eye. Tis fallen Man that MW whi 
needs the covering of Skins to hide hi the t 
Shame, and a ſickly diſordered, Fancy, I! 
that delights to wrap it ſelf in Fig: ny! 
leaves: Nakedneſs was Man's, as it 15 
and ever will be, Truth's Perfection. 
Holy Men have much of God's Spirit 
fo enrich their Labours; and as it 
breath'd in them, fo it breaths after. 
wards upon them: Tho? dead, yet they 


ſpeak Words of Life. Twas ſome oil F:! 
the laſt dying Words of that excellent 466. 
Perſon l juſt mention'd : © I ſee I ſhall iivel 
4 change my Place, but not my Comps ſden 
«ny: Heliv'd long in Communion wia dom, 
God, and then was going more fully u Tur 
enjoy it: He was a Perſon of green tt 
Parts and Learning, but that was tt = 
18 


Soul of all, to animate it with Succeſs. 
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[aw Things quite in a new Light: 
twas a Light that brought heat: I felt the : 
counter-part of Truths in my Heart: !! é 
had the practic Senſe of what I ſcarcſste 
had in Notion before, and that ver 

confuſed ly. The brighteſt Truths, with- 
out a ſpiritual Senſation, are but like 
Beautiful Objects diſplay'd before the 
Blind, that make no impreſſion. ' This: 
is the true Reaſon why Senſualiſts re- 
pute Religion a dull Buſineſs; becauſe 
they never took Pains to feel its Power, 
which lets them into a Perception of 
the true Peace and Joy it affords. 

| ſcarce ever read the Holy Bible, but 
my Heart was warm'd, tumbled, and 
enlightem'd* I could now ſèe God in 
his Providence; ih Sermons, ſuiting his: 
Word to my Wants; im ordinary Con. 
rerſatiom; in Dangers, Deliverances; 
in Afflictions, Mercies; in the Works 


en 
7 
, ” 


of Nature and Grace. = 
found a: Spirit of Prayer to cry 
Abba, Father; my Petitions were more 

hvely and ſpiritual, with humble con- WY || 
idence of Acceptance. I fett a new free» © | Wh 
dm, and Aptitude to call God Father. 41H 

hung my Hopes of Prevalency entire f 
on the Merits and Interceſſton of my Alx 11 
powerful Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt the | 

Riphteons: That Lamb of God, whe. 
akes away i - of the World. 
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1% RemarkebloPaſſagec inthe * 
+ took a new and peculiar Delight in 
good..People, pious Diſcourſes, relig. 
ous Exerciſes ; in private Receſſes; t 


Read, Meditate, and Fray: I found m0 
that in Solitũ e, I never could meet N So. 
with amidſt N ;Diverk- prc 
ons; even Peace, and holy Joy. Te got 
Affairs of the World became à Furthen; nor 
its great and pompous Things loſt their bett 
Charms: Sermons and Prayers had myM that 
Affections, leaving little room: for For Wl neſs 
mality and Diſtractions, my Heart be. Ref 
ing united in God's Fear, and fix d uff ny. 
give Him Praiſe. Fear, and ſtrong Ap oft. 


prehenſions of the Importance of Eter I. 
nity, made me think in my Diftreſs, Hor 
cou'd ſpend all my Time in Devotion Affe 
Which 1 felt no-] the Matter of my Face 
Choice and Delight. in tl 
But after all, to my Sorrow I find, eres 
both ſweet and terrifying Influences may made 
Joſe their force, and the Soul move hes that 
vily, that once Was all Fire: A very con v. 
inſtructive Conſideration to ſuch as aft 
unacquainted with the Slipperineſs and ¶clor: 
Inconſtancy of their own Hearts. and c 
felt my Soul carried out to holyMfor / 
Souls as ſuch ; however differing fron. 
me in Judgment. 1 found a ſtrange rer n w 
dineſs to forgive Injuries, and digeſt Al-Mhrove 
fronts. God exercis d me immediate in 
with Triak of this kind; and gave " Marat 


n 


"Liſs 7 ET lee X38. | 
the Victory and the Comfort of i itz for 
which I give Him folemn Praiſe. _ 
) found the Sin of my Conſtitution 
| nortifid, which had moſt wounded m my 

an 


2 — A2 2 OnKS 


Vol, griewd God's holy Spirit, 1 
. prorok d Him to Wrath. 1 f 14 
3 Io owing, to alteration of Conſtitütion, 4 

nor was It the reſult of laviſh Fear, or 0 


that changes the Heart. I found a. Shi: 
neſs of the Occaſions of Sin. z and began 
MH Reformation. at the Heart, the Root 275 


ö wy Miſcarriages; and made. Conſcience | [ | J 
t . 1 


N better Diſcipline, but the Grace of God, 
N 


wh hich, 


he firſt, Twinklings of the Thoughts. 1 
found a Spark of Zeal for God, his #1 | 
[I Honor, and the Good of Souls: My 8.4; | 
MM f:&ions, once ſpread like Dung on the - #1 k 
WW Face of the Earth, ] felt nom centering. 4 4 
in their Proper, Object. The Load in Zh ö 
great Meaſure being ibook off, which 1 _ 
made me move "Wes in God 8 Ser vice; | 1 
that Laſſitude 12 felt, 1 found £1100 1 
converted: into a chearful Readineſs, e 
ad ſecret Ambition to be uſeful to 9 1 — 11 
Cory, which 1 beg He would continue, i 
and cut out ſome Way y in his Providence . | 
ir Action, tho! in the loweſt Sphere. 11 
no, look d throꝭ ſecond Cauſes, up- 1 
a which I ſo much doted, and thereby #1 Wi 
-Wprovok'd. God. I ,was: > tickled before 1], 
i a - fine; Geſture, Elocution, neat . 
14 nangyehoflorigh derte Some 6 od | 38: 
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132 Remarkable Paſſages in tie 


when treated of, appear d formerly 


them with great coldgeſs: But do th 


* * * N . 70 o Res N. *, of N SIA 4 n e N 


which, tho Beautiful in their Seaſon; 
yet were not like the great and plain 
Things of the Goſpet, I ſaw I muſt be 
in queſt of, if I meant to be happy. 
had deſpis'd the Miniſtry, but now high. MW fo 


ly honor it, as a. glorious Inſtrument MI ci 


in God's Hand; and therefore ſaw that MW fu 
the Life of ee So, it, was bound 6 
up in his Bleſfing, who: can hlaſt the MW fa; 
beſt when Idoliz'd, and make the mean. MW be: 


eſt do Wonders, when deſpis'd, as 1M wi 


lately found. Let fuch conſider this, WM gir 
who are cat np of a Party, to the loſs 
of their Charity, and have Mens Perſons 
in Aumiration; who pretend they can 
profit by none but ſuch as have the Shih 
lzth of their Fart g. 

The Myſteries of Faith; Union with 
Chriſt; Juſtification freely by Grace 
the Aſſiſtances of the holy Spirit, &«, 


Subjects ſo: perplex'd, that I receiv't 


and live, had: ever been a pleaſant Song 
tho? God knows, I made poor work ef 
tt. E thought all too much in my ont 
Power, paying a ſuperficial Complemen 
to God's Grace, as a Notion, rather thai 
as a. folid Foundation to. reſt upon 
And I feel it ſtHI'a-hard' Task to re 
tain a practic Senſe of Reliance on Dl 
vine Aſfiſtance in the Way of Duty, 4 


about it. Such as pretend every thing 
ſo much in their Power, if they are nor 
ſome of the beſt Men, will one Day be 
cidentał to'alf the Sons of Alam, to be 
full of Setf-confidence ; the more Rea- 
ſon we have all to ſuſpe& our Selves. I 


beat down Pride and Self-ſufficiency, 
which we can't {b eaſily quit, as we ima- 


neither Pray nor Depend aright: And 


ſhould, will never pray nor watch as 
he ſhould : They all depend one upon 
another, as. does the Chain upon ĩts ſe- 
veral Iii · ˙ 1005 49 PK 20 RJ? 
But now the Tables were Happily: 
turn'd; I ſaw my Error, and reflected 
ſharply on my Stupidity, and; nothing 
now, I bleſs God, more affects me. The 


Enthuſiaſtick: And thus ſtigmatiz d, 


the Unexperien ce. 
read now ſerious practical Books 
with great Delight, even the moſt ſe- 
vere and ſearching ;. ſuch as I dreaded 
before,” and threw by. God poured 
Oil into my Wounds, and bound them 
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believe the moſt find, that ſeriouſly ſet 


ſay nothing in Favour of Sloth, but to 


zine. He that watches not aright, can 


it's as true, he that depends not as he 


World; 1 know, is too ready to call ſpi. 
ritual Divinity, Myſtick; and Myſtick, 


tis eaſie- to bring it into contempt with 
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up by the very ſame Hands he probd | 
and, exaſperated them: Which mani. 
feſtly declares the Power and Goodneh 
of God; ; and indicates ſuch to have ag 
falſe xotten Hearts as my Self, ho dare 
not — ip the- Light, but avoid indu- 
ſtxiou pungent awakening Truths. 
Read; a little Book, s Tu. Life 
of God in the So of- Man. 
Uhus did the bleſſed gun os; Biighte. Wl an 
8 —— wih healing in his Wings, WM th 
benigbied Sou: That of 
Light 8 brach great ; #nc:glorious ct] 
Luminary f Heaven, he beautifies and and 
beatifies all the bleſſed: abqve. [Thus vai 
he gradually diſpelbd the Clouds of 1g- Ml an 
norance, Senſuality, and; Unbe lief, — ſpr 
the Horrors of that dreadful Night they an 
procuret!,-tall Je came to & meridian MI i: 


Splendour: And Death it elf, I believe, WM fon: 
would not have terriſi d me at that forr 
juncture. 1 driy 
This Heaven upon eee Lor 
on leſe many Months 4 which I ever . Wh: 
found to ebb oer flaw, as I was more but 
Watcbful or Caraleſs. Days ſet apart cept 
for Solitude, I ever fonnd of great Ad. fure: 
vantage, to regain any Abatements of And 
this bleſſed Frnme: :I found peculiar us, t. 
Caredles, az, or aftery che hoh Sacre, I Kon 
ment ; and I ſucctedediin that Duty u. riet 


ſually, ab was more diligent: in Prepas 


ration; 
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ration 151 Fa * ſcarce. ever 8 inten- 


ited; ous: Aſſiſt- 
ance. ee Werky 1 
on 105 — 


too much at the . den og that. — 
ed Argument uſed by ſome 120 0 fre- 
quency, viz. That Ther abtte that. K 
verence requĩſite at ſuch an Ordinance. 
| think there's. very little Strength. in it.; 
and what is, lies. as ſtrong; All o- 
ther holy Exerciſes, whic ve find, ; "4 
oftner-we, perform, with, tie greater Fa- 
cility and. Reverence ue come to the 
and ſucceed. in them. Where Sſoth pre- 
vails, or Averſion to ſtrictneſs creates 
an indifferency, ſuch; Neglects cannot 
ſpring from e declare 
an ill Frame gn - And. ſuch, 
when, they, 58 L | 
ſons, Which are 05 5 


formally. bo 
drive . to. ſome; ſtingy. Compliance 


Where Deſires craly Dan hg Way, 
but opportunity fails, God g e Cy 
cepts ee d for the be 5 

ſures us maſt by the Bent of our "> ju 
And when his Providence. ſo difpoſes of 
ws, that we can't . what we deſire, 
it our Wants prove the Subject of our 
Crief; wenmaßy hope God. will- ſupply 


outward lencies Wit] th Efuons, of 
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eoſt me ſome uneaſſe Thoughts: A Hint 


bers of Death, aud 1 of 


ory * twould be little enoug hy Ro accept 


T 178 ee. Paſrger i in the 
his. Grace, in Prapor the 
ah gs of our Souls, and redonbles his Bleſ- 
on the few Viſits. we ſolemnly WM * 
"im It concerns fuch as have Ml © 

Jong hung off from this Ordinance, or 
trifled he” it, ſeriouſly ta confider theſe gi 

Things 

Lately, God vouchſafed me Thur 1 Ve- 
ry remarkable a Wh, was 9 
recipitate, Httie regarding God's 
Nover That in wieer don Thus 
J often deadiſy ruſn d- upon Danger, 
fometitnes tempting it; 9 times 
Fas baſely relinquiſtfd m 7, and di- 
ſtruſted it: But now, pleß God, 1 
could ſee his Hand, pet 8 Him, 
and ſin his Praiſe. In all theſe Delive- 
rances Þ was in God s Way, but in the 
laſt, which proy'd moſt Hazardous, and 


improveable by all ſerious Perfons. 
' © © Moſt dleſſec God, what a dead 
© Dog haſt Thou rais d from the Cham- 


„Hell, and brought into Mount 
© with: thy Self, And made thy lovely 
Face ſhine upon him with Peace and 
Comfort! Cod I amaſs all the * 
and Skill of Angels to 


ou Deſites, till the pris * 4 eter- 
Day dawn: Pill t 3 al 


Mr, © * . OH ARS wt e 


. 


* — » Pl *» 4 * 
E - Pee AED 1 \ 


* 


G 


Life of 4 private Gent 


' others wonder at the Inſtances of thy 
Mercy, make me live thy Praiſe for je- 
© ſus's ſake. Amen © 

And is God indeed thus ready to for- 
zive the greateſt Sinners, and relieve in 
the moſt deplorable Exigency, even af- 
ter Sins againſt the brighteſt Means! a- 
gainſt Principles of Education, Eight, 
Mercies moſt endearing, Warnings, 
Providences, Judgments, thro' a conti- 
nued Series of many Years, at the Ex- 
pence of the greateſt Goodneſs and Pati- 
ence ſighted and abus d! Who then 


— 


dare, after ſuch a Precedent, Deſpair, if 


but willing to return. to God, and his 
Duty? Deſpair is the Complement of 
Sin, the Sin of Sins: The very Perfe- 
(tion of Unbelief, a Sin greater than all 
the other Sins of the Life put together; 
that faſtens the Guilt of all upon us, 
without which, the greateſt could not 
hurt us. Shall any then pretend to ſay, 
their Sins are greater than God's Mercies, 
or Chriſt's Merits? To act thus, after 
ſuch an Inſtance of boundleſs Com paſſi- 
on, is to deſpiſe our own Mercies, and 
fpurn at the yearning Bowels of Love 
and Mercy it ſelf: 'Tis to gratifie the 
Devil, ruine our Selves, and provoke 
Cod in the higheſt Degree. 
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© my Powers bleſs Thee; and while 
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et Remarkable ee in the | 
15 I - = "4 . Then, let the poor, tempted, x. Weary 
| Soul, receive Encouragement, be its Cab 
what it will; as he will be ready to 
ſuppoſe it, as bad as poſſible; for it) 
as natural for a truly humbled, awakend 
Sinner, to think his Condition ſingular, 
and himſelf the vileſt Creature under 
Heaven, as tis for a Man, kept long in 
the Dark, to be overcome; by the glz 
ring Light of the open Sun; To paß 
ſuddenly from one Extream to another, 
cauſes violent Impreſſions. The Scri 
ptures compare a State of Sin, to that of 
Perception then a Soul muſt, have in 
paſſing, from extreams of, this kind, may 
be imagin'd, but better experienced. 
Tis Satan's Policy to keep Men in Igno- 
rance as long as poſſible; but when they 
will ſee, his next Attempt is, that they 
may ſee; nothing but Sin and Miſery, to 
it conſummate- Deſpair, - 
Mis Tis expedient in theſe Caſes, ſome 
r times to make liberal Conceſſions, and al 
11: low the troubled 9 ſuppoſe hisState 
EY 17 as bis Fears ſuggeſt + For often he'l] admit 
1 15 of no Conſolation, but what's . grounde, 
7 on this Suppoſition. Till theſe Meaſure 
F were taken with me, the beſt Advic 
3 made no more Impreſſion, than Watt! 
does on a Rock ; but Counſels grafte 
on the: Concluſions 1 form'd of the Sin 
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Lift of e private Gentleman. 
larity of my Caſe, found gave 
— to the Edge of my Thoughts. 
0 Are you then a prophane Libertine, 
Ja preſumptuous Sinner againſt Light, 
WH diercy, Sc. a Backſlider in Heart, a Hy- 
„ pocrite, a Pharifaick Self- juſticiary, a 
berſecutor, an Idolater? Are you any: 
of cheſe, or all theſe, and Worſe, it 
MW worſe can be? Remember then the 
* WI Succeſs. of the poor humbled Publican; 
the returning Prodigal; the converted 5 
Phariſee 5 Who, after the exertion of a 

proud bitter Zeal, breathing Blood and 
Slaughter againſt the Church off Chriſt, 


dancy of the Grace of God, one ofthe molt; 
glorious Saints God ever had on Earth. 
Think of David, St. Peters, and Manaſſeh, 
who made the People do werſe than the 
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cy ontſtrip,: by the Power ofiImaginati, 
"en, his Realities: Dip your Pencil as 
(ep as may be in melancholy: Apprehen-. 
ſons ; and let the Accuſer of the Bre- 
thren gnide your Hand, while you draw 


jet reſt aſſured; There's: Mercy mth Gu 
that he. may be fear d; aud plenteous Re- 
emption in Jeſus Chriſt; and that for 
jou, if but humble and believing. he 
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Heathen :- Read 2 Chrom. $XxHi,-Chap, 3 
ad them let your: black: difordered Fan:. 


the Picture of your vile, miſerable State; 'F 
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Weary and heavy laden; and a Savis! 


of the loſt Sheep, than at the Ninety 


feſts a ſceret Attraction of Chriſt, which 
is no Where found, but where his My- 


beed of that curſed Doctrine of Devils; 


of Sinning becauſe Grace abounds, quite 
contrary to the whole Strain of the Go- 


» 4 nt — = 1 Vers 


Eet no Senſe of -Unworthineſs drive 


_ you from Chriſt, ; but to Him, who is er 


only Phyſician to the Sick; Reſt to the 


our, not to the Righteous, but loſt Sin- 
ners; who rejoices more at the Return 


nine which never went aſtray. Every te 
one that᷑ does but Thirſt is invited; and 
the mote Thirſty,” the more welcome : 
Ho every one that Thirſts, let him come and 
Drink of tha Waters of Life frealy: Com: te 
buy” Wine | and Milk; without Price ant W"'* 
Money, Wai. lv. 1. This Thirft mani. 


ſter ious Inffux is the Spring. Only take 


ſpel: Beeauſe Chriſt Juſtifies the Un- 


are more glorified in the Pardon of the 
reateſt Sins, ſome cry up Faith aud 
e Grace, to the Deſtruction of Purity 
and Holineſs. The Treaſures of God's 
Mercies diſplay'd in this kind, are only 
intended as an Encouragement to ſuch as 
truly hate, and are willing to forſale 
their Sins. Who gave himſelf for us, that 


7 purifie 
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"Life fa 2 Gentleman. wy 5 
Say not as wretched I did, in the Bit- 
erneſs of my Soul; Chriſt died not for 
ne: He had no intentions to ſave me: 
To queſtion his Will, carries with it a 
cit Reflexion on his Power : Wreſtle 
ith Him till he bleſs vou: He is beſt 
leas'd with a holy Vio ence, and reite - 
ated Importunity. ©'He'll account this 
reſſing into his Preſence,” not as great 
ſen do, troubleſome: yer —— 
ut give you firſt or laſt aſſuredly the 
4 welcome. Say with the Leper, 
rd, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me 
tan. Wait, with the Woman of Canaan, 
great Humility; tho his firſt Anſwer 
rough, and his Coantenance-; ſterg, 
tin due Time you ſhall find Him the . 
eek, gentle Lamb of God, ready to 
ſh away your Leproſie in his 'own 
dod, ſaying, T will be thou clean: And, 
eat is thy Faith, be it as thou deſireſt. 

If the Devil and your guilty Fears at- 
"pt to ſtop the Breath of your Pray- 
„ cry the Londer with the Blind Man, 
Pu Son of David, have Meroy on me: A 
tter d broken Prayer acknowledges 
m; none diſowns Him. The Prayer 
the Wicked im Sin; but that of 4 
en Heart,” and comtrite Spirit, is of 
at Eſtimatisn and Efficacy. Think 
Jour Prayer a Hypdcritical taking 

Us Name in vain, a Provocation in 
G 1 2. 
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Don't confine your Self to long a 
ſet Duties, without ſome freedom of 


diouſneſs and Dryneſs o 


it, He'll graciouſly accept the Willf 


quency of theſe, ſupply the Deficit 
Fallacies here ſpecified, did Satan k 
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* . 
— 
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flaming your Account; as the Enem 
Without fail will ſuggeſt. Expect ng 


is benum'd with Grief, and your Hes 
contracted with Sorrow and Anguiſhz 
-wounded, humble rt, has now 1 
much Rhetorick to prevail with He 
ven, as the moſt flowing Affections at No 
-nother Time | 


* 


rit, leſt Sat an diſcourage you by the 1. 

t them. He 
vineſs and Dulneſs, is not ſhook off no 
as at another time: Lift your Soul ti 
to God in frequent Aſpirations ; "Wi 
Strength, not length of Duty, that G 
regards. Deſire to be on your Kney 
and ſnatch at every nick for ſolen 
Prayer; then if your Caſe admit not 


the Deed, pity your Infirmities, and] 
ceive your Ejaculations : Let the 


of Set-Duties in Extremity. By | 


me from Prayer, often in my Extret 
ties: Let.none be whally difcoural 
if by ſtreſs of Weather they have h 
forced from this Sheet-Anchor ; | 
Mill Jet them value, and be as 1011p cor 


Life of a private Gentleman. 14% / 
o keep it, as Mariners are theirs ina WY; 
Storm: Tho? God's Providence fave 
any left to the Rage of Winds and 
aves; yet no Man muſt fling up the 
eans of his Safety, while they conti- 
nue in his Hands, but ply all with dili- 
gence. . ns 
Cry thus with holy Importunity ; and 
yon ſhall prevail in God's Time, ever 
teſt, tho' uneafineſs make the preſent 
dem moſt ſcaſonable: If the unjuſt 
judge was thus overcome, be ſure. the 
judge of the whole Earth will come to 
four Reſcue, a Saviour to all that with 
:tience wait for Him: Remember it's 
baan, who once tempted, that now ter- 
ies: Tis he that overcharges you, 
ho formerly ſoftned your Guilt: He 
ad the ſame Deſign in chaſe he now 
a8, only has ſhifted his Methods: He 
ompounded with you before, now 
ould carry you by Storm: God's ho- 
Spirit has enlighten'd you, or he had 
heedled you on in Darkneſs : Fear 
pt the Light, tho' troubleſome to your 
reak Eyes. 35 h 
Chriſt waited long for your return to 
im; don't then grow impatient, if 
e make you tarry: He has gracious 
beligns even in his Delays : Peace, Hea- 
en, and Bleſſedneſs, never are thought 
come too late when they are enjoy d: 
G 2 Stay 
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148 "Remarkable Paſſages iu the © 
1 ahi +58 * Stay and hope, and he that ſhall con 
1 will come; it may be quickly; if no; 
1 Fet at length the more Comfortably. E 
Wil:  _ veneſq, Lord Jeſus, come to every tren. 
1 bling Soul. Amen. 

1 I cloſe with a Paſſage occurring in my 

1 Extremity: Twas this: One of goof: 
FS Knowledge in Religion, tho? little nu. f 
i der its Power, obſerving the Preſſu co 

of my Diſtreſs, let fall this Expreſſion pe 

* Do you think God will give you tag 
„ Hells? He does not puniſh at this 
et rate here and hereafter. It pleaſe * 
God to make this ſome ſtay to my Spi-. 
rit; and it really wants not it rei 
weight. n 

2. Let all hence learn to give, and re- 
:ceive a. good Education, as a vaſt Bl. Nc 
1 Ling, and be fure to follow it with ma- on 
IE: 1 Party Prayers: All, it's true, my 
1 ſeem to be worn out and loſt, yet tie 
FT: prove a Weight and Pull-back, more ot 
4 | ks; and when God gives a new Spring 

It-to all, as He often does, they'll be found 
TH of inconceivable Advantage. Good 
Principles may be almoſt overgroml 
with Weeds of Vice, to the .Exhaulting 
almoſt the very Life of them, and een 
| the Hand of Heaven can revive then 
14 | Prayers of pious Parents may hang long 
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upon the File unanſwer'd, after thelr 


Heads are rolld into the Duſt ; wm 
93 their 
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Life of a private Gentleman. 149 
WM their Children may in due Time find the 

Blefling of ſuch an Inheritance. God, 
for wiſe and holy Reaſons, may ſuſpend 
me Anſwer in their Life-time; to wean 

them from the World, and exerciſe 
cheir Faith and Dependance on Him; 
and yet one Day may find, they were 
far from being put up in vain. Corn- 
comes not up as ſoon as ſown, but after 
Faith and Patience, a fruitful Harveſt. 
appears. “ ſolemnly here bleſs God 
% for the Returns of this ſure, and beft 
„ part of my Inheritance, and beg the 
t Remains behind, in his due Time. - 
Let Parents, that neither Pray for their 
hildren, nor Inſtruct them as they 
hoyid, conſider how barbarous and in- 
xcuſable they'll one Day be found. 


en 
* F . eg > "Of 5 
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nome 1 have known to do little, but pre- 
end to expect the Grace of God; a meer 
ei die, wicked: Pretence: For ſuck as uſe 


ot Means, give the Lie to tlieir-own - 


n rayers, and affront God. May wick 
ae Children, who brag they have worn 
oof the Principles of their Education, if 
uu bey have a Spark of Reaſon left, conſi- 
iger with Terror, what may be the 
Jet readful Iſſue: For God does not al- 


ays interpoſe, eſpecially. when they , 
vitully break through all Tyes, and 
uongeſt Obligations... 

G2: 3 Let 


* „ r - 74 Vs 3.» - — — Pr ' ac 
wy Þ 4 - do — Ye Oe. a 4 
A : 4 = _ 
, - 6 . 7 1 . 5 7 31 $4 


OE 4,2 EL [OED N ner —— —— — 
a 2 F 


150 Remarkable Paſſages is the 
3. Let none preſume to play the Wan. 
tons in Sin, from ſome Prexedents of 
God's free and furprizing Grace: What. 
ever He-does ſometimes, to declare the 
Treaſures of his boundleſs Mercy, yet 
He ordinarily leaves Men to Die as they 
Live. Such as turn his Grace into 
Wantonneſs, have leaſt Reaſon to ex. 
pea ſuch a Favour ; and I believe, {cl 
dom obtain it. No Man governs him- 
ſelf by theſe Principles in leſſer Matters: 
Who is ſo mad to commit a capital 
Crime, upon prefumption of Eſcaping 
the Hands of Juſtice, meerly becauſe 
ſome have been pardon'd at the Gab 
lows? Such as help'd to ſeduce me,! 
fear, are the ſame, if not worſe; and 
too violent Symptoms threaten continy 
ance. One of them own'd to me, Fe 
© had loſt the Government of himſelf, 
and was perfectly at the Lure of hi: 
« Luſt, thovgh arrived to a State of 
© Impotency. e ame | 
' I now experienced the Truth of what 
experimental Divines teach, viz. That 
after ſharp. Conflicts, God uſually pours 
in the Wine of Conſolation, as a Cor- 
dial, to go on, and face new Difficultic 
with freſh Courage.  _- 
Accordingly, after much ſettled Peact, 
a bold Temptation accoſted me, which 
d me with remarkable Im 1 
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Lift of & private Gentleman. 15 1 
and Importunity: At the ſame Time | 
God impreſt a mighty Awe of his Pre- 
ſence upon me, which produc'd an utter 
Abhorrence and Rejection. I doubt not 
but God permitted the Devil thus to ſin- 
zle me out for Combat, and ſuccour'd 
me; that I might have the Comfort ofs 
the Trial; He the Glory of the Suc- 
ceſs; and Satan the Shame of a Baffle. 
O the Pity and mercifuk Contrivance of 
my dear Gf M, 
1. Satan ever affaults the weakeſt | 
Side, moſt neglected; and will not at- 
tempt us, even in that Part where He 
has often, and with greateſt Facility 
ſucceeded, when He finds us very Vigi- 
lant upon a ſtrict Guard: This teaches 
us conſtant Watchfulneſs, whereby we 
may avoid the Trouble and Terror 
of his Temptations. He. dreads the 
Cautious as He does a Foil, very griev- 
ons to a proud, malicious Spirit: The 
very Miſing, or Abatement of his baſe, 
troubleſome Seggeſtions, will more than 
compenſate theExpence of ourDiligenceg - 
and the Avoidance of ſo great a Ha- 
rard, as the Vialence of fome of his 
Onſets expoſe us to: A. comfortabſe 
Conſideration to all ſuch as value tei 
Peace and Salvation: I pray God, iet 
de ſuitably: improy d. 
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152 Remarkable Paſſages in the 


often ſinks into Deſpondency, and ſo the 


elſe, having no hopes of Heaven, turns 
Libertine, ſtriving. to make the beſt ct 
this World : Either of which has fear- 


What time and inadvertency may have 


for it: And a Circulation of Prayer 


EN ” 
? 
ia 


2. As all Impreſſions of Fear, Love, 
and Caution, are naturally apt to abate in 
Time, without great Vigilance; fo $ 
ran diligently expects the critical Minute, 
and. will be fare to improve it to the ut- 


moſt; either more ſlily, but not at all 


che leſs effectually; or by open Aſlault, 
if the Breach be practicable: Eſpecial. 
ly after great Humiliations, and Expe- 
riences of God's Goodneſs ; to plunge 
the Soul more conſummately in Deſpair, 
and thereby ſhake” the Faith of others: 
For where he thus prevails, the Soul 


Party makes away with, himſelf: Or 


Ln) — Fan —_— ACE HIP, 


Lan. i 


ful Conſequences. 
What ſafety then can we dream of in 
this World? O! how ſhonld we then 
continually pray for freſh Supplies from 
Heaven; ſtriving often to reimpreſ 
on our Souls, by ſerious Meditation, 


worn off; This is one kind of IWatching 
unto Prayer: Tis a good Preparative 


= S. S DO my =o. 


and Meditation, will be found a Circle P 
of Safety; infinitely beyond the Power 
of Magick and Enchantment : The De- 
vil lavghs at ſuch ſolemn Follies : And 


if 
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Life os privar? — i 
if he ſubmit at any time to thoſe Rules 
of Art, 'tis only to get the ſurer hold> 
of the Art iſts: But holy Exerciſes real 

ly make him tremble. 

3. If ever we — oppoſe the 
Graft and Power of Sat an, it muſt ber 
in a better Strength? than. that of our” 
own: For ſtrong Temptation, with-- 
fidden ſurprizeʒ thruſting violently. up- 
on us, may ſo ſtun Reaſon, and awaken. 
Senſe, that: the Soul may :warp, be fore 
he can recollect her ſelf, if God don't 
ſome way interpoſe: : And. when once. 
we begin eld, the Temptation re- 
doubles its 2 rn and our Strength de- 
clines every Minute; *tis hard then to 
rally our. broken Forces; and what 
then can be the Iſſue? 

4- It's good to be well emplo: d, when . 
the roaring, Lion is ranging abroad in 
his Walks: As we ſhall more rarely 
meet him, fa when we do, we ſhalt. be 
fare the better ta grapple: with him: 
For now. we: meet him with our Wea- 
pon in; our Hand, and Godaſtand ing by . 
to be our Second, how cau we. then fait 
of Victory? But if Idle, or in: By- Bagh, 
we. then tempt him 'to- tempt us: W 
put a Weapon into his Hand, and diſ- 
arm our: Selves > We. drive away our 
mighty Friend and Succourer, 5 ond ** 
ve are ſure to Joſs the Day. 
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There is an impregna gnable Fort in our 


Souls, that he can't Mafter without our 


own unfaithfulneſs :: He can, ſift, try, 
and ſollicit; but he cant force the 
Win, tl} our own: conſent open the 
Door. He is called rhe Ateuſer of the 


| Brethren ; to ſew. how ready and indu- 


ſtriovs he is. to prefer an Inditement, 
and follicit a Commiſſion againſt Men: 
He has liberty to fall on the Wandring 
and Careleſs: And therefore the beſt 
Have no more true ſafety, than ___ have 
of Vigilancy..”' / 
A Senſe of our Readineſs to offend 
God; and thereby give our Enemy an 
Advantage, ſhou'd teach us Humility, 
Vigilaney,. and Dependance. Should 
"wu me. mark what's amifs, what 
aps would-be thrown open to the grand 
* * 1 * A Meditation that teaches 
us great Caution, as well Aber Praiſes 
to the moſt High. 

Diaries are out of Faſhien, but their 
natural Uſefulneſs, and the Rxample of 
ſome hely Souls, perſuaded me to ſome 
Memoirs. For want of this, ER was over. 
Head and Ears in Accounts with Hea- 
ven, and had. nothing to flee to in my 
Diſtreſs, but was in. perfect Confuſion. 
Had E fet about this ſooner, L had not 
deen ſo great a Str to Self-Exami- 


| anger 
N arion; 3. 4 faithful Monitor, the belt 


Re: 


. 2 


| 27 in the 
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Life of aprivate Gentleman: wen 
preventive ' Exerciſe to keep. the Souł 
from running deep into the Debt of Di- 
vine Juſtice; nor conſequentiy had E 
provd ſuch:a-Bankrupt as found my- 
Self, even to Amazenient. Io takg: 
ſome account of what paſſẽs -betweert.. 
God and our Souls; of our Temptatis 
ons, Failures, C. in ſome ſuch way as. 
this, has a natural Tend ency to lead us 
into this Duty: It has like wiſe this far - 
ther Uſen The: beſt may be put to a. 
plunge in an Hour of Temptation or De- 
ſertion: Now in ſuch Caſes: when the: 
Soul is under ſuffuſion and forgetfulue f, 
fich a Helpꝰas this · in Store to recur to, 
may affprct ſome Evidences of dur Since- 
rity, Which may have ſlipꝰd our Meme - 
ries, and ſo prove a Stay to our Spirits. 
And I doubt not, where it is perform d, 
with faithfulneſs, God folldws it with, a. 
peculiar Bleſfing, as an Encouragement: 
winder ̃¶ ß,, 
He now fuffer d an old Temptation to- 
give me a Shocks which ſet upon me go- 
ing to the Sacrament, and ſomewhat; 
order dꝰ me. Fhro* God's Aſſiſtance, 
Ebalk' d not the- Duty, Which I thought: 
adangerous-yiclting to the Ad verſary, 
which encourages: him to- redouble the 
Onſet. In this Caſe. hexdebgns- to af- 
fight from Duty; or diſtract in it: 
Te firſt is his great Mark, as of moſh. 
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Conſequence; for if he carry this Point, 
freedom may enſue, bub is moſt 
treacherous Deſign, to renew the At- 
tack with more Force the next Oppor- 
33 Now the Soul being weaken'd 
want of its repaſt, and remembring 
the Eaſe that formerly follow'd forbea- 
rance, it's too ready to compound, and 
cloſe with theſe baſe Terms of Peace, 
which give the Devil vaſt Advantage. 
Pbleſs God, he got neither of the Points 
againſt me, which ſnould encourage all 
to truſt God, and defie him: A cloudi- 
neſs did. hang upon me, but at my Re- 
turn, L reſolv'd to ſing a Pſalm, hoping 
God would diſpel all: I dip'd on the 6th 
Pfalm, reſymed. Courage from ſome ex- 
preſſions there, ł thought remarkable, 
to encourage my Hopes: So, I bleſs 
Sod, all blew. over, and never yet re- 
. 8 
This did me great Service: It con- 
vined me, ! could never be ſafe here, 
but in the Way of: Duty, and with great 
Circum ſpection: That the Enemy 1s 
moſt vigilant and diligent, while I'm 
moſt ſecure. Eord, hold Thou me up, 
and I ſhall be ſafe; for J find I fall 
the Moment Thou ſtand:ſt not by me. 
Moſt holy: Gad, tis of thy Mercy 
< alone I'm not utterly conſumed! How 
has thy ſovereign Grace prevented me ; 
9 s al 
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Life of, private Gentleman), 157 | 4 
and thy boundleſs Mercy ſuccourd me 
© in my greateſt Extremity! How free: ll '8 
* were thy Favours, and overflowing: 

* thy -Goodneſs 1 Io diſpoſe, me to . 
© love and æejoice in Thee, was won», 1 
* drous Condeſcention, who juſtly might 4 
© have been the Trophy of thy Fury l. Willd 
© O while I -have a Heart to conceive, 11 
* and; a Tongue to utter thy Praiſes, ih 
jet them be honor d with the employ + © 
+ of thy Service. Ever help-me to vil- ln; # 
© like and depreſs my wretched Self, 1 


© that I. may be the better fitted to exalt I 
© thy Maje Y» 3M CE A ! | 
The firſt growing Miſchief I obſerv'd, 


was for want of timely Care in the Go» 
vernment of my Thoughts. I.perceiv'd-: 
not at firſt the Hl Conſequences of my 
Neglect, till my Danger convinc'd me. 
At firſt, my Mind ſeem'd; tractable, 1 
could lay by vain Thoughts at ꝑleaſure, 
but the Conceit laſted not long; they 
grad ually ſtole, upon; me with great Pre- 
valency, and have ſince coſt me many a. (HR 
a Morning, when-I ſnould be ſetting my. Wit 1 
Spirit right for the whole Day; and. 1 
jaſt before holy Duties, to unhinge my i 
Affections, when they ſhould be moſt 1 
warm and  recollected.:: [The Contri- Jl; 
vance that here appears, and the ill 1 
Effects of Yeilding, ea TS Ii; 
: <4 
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Wolence they ſometimes preſs upon me, 


Bublings of my o] n Heart. They in- 
fianate themſelves very 222 ly, but 
with the Strength of a Charm inſenſi- 


Bly; 
difficult to- diſcharge them. 


with Straws, if it hath not ſomething 


folidito-work upon: Vanity emaſculates 


it, and. 9 indiſpoſes for any good 
Employ. Thoughts and Life. are Wer 


of a Piece ;: they are the. Spring of 
Actions; the. ert born- of the Soul; 
” che Iſſues of Life or Death: Be upon 

Guard here, or-your-Eabour will: 
ever to begin in Religion. Vain 


Thoughts-draw off the: Heart from ws R 
and ingroſs- the Aﬀecttons': They are. 
the Root of Backwardneſs to del Do- 


ties, of Deadneſs and Diſtraction inthem. 
Our Enemy knows, Communion: with 


God. is the very Life: of our Souls. 
While we. live. 21 above,; we. die a- 
pace to the World, and its Temptari- 


ons: His grear Buſineſs therefore is, to 


draw us off this-Itfy. Converſe, by ſome 
ſtratagem, and this is one of the moſt: 
Succeſsft | Good Men are not ſo a- 
lar mr d at theſe Su 

Temptations: The bolt aße not Neßed 
iy. exempted. from theingnd the _ 
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make me fuſpedt more than the meer 


and when they haue fuſtemd, tis 
The Mind being active, wilt play 


as at groſſer 
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Life ofa 
of this; makes ſome leſs ſhie of Admits 
wards an' habitual” Prevalency, fad are 
the Conſequences: Corruprtions that 
were ſuppos d extinct begin: to revive, 
and if care he nat taken, will gather 
ſtrength * and: coſt mucl troubte- 
and hazards I believe I ſpeak now to- 
the Feeling of many, however, I'm ſure- 
to My. OWS 4577s or] 2 oYV nity ud 

The ſure Method: to-get: ridof theſe: 
Devourers of precious Time, which: we: 
ould: eſteem as the Blood of our Souls, 
while it runs waſtz is: To ꝓreſs conti - 
nually, as we can; with holy Violence, 
into the Seeret of God's Preſence, in vas 
riety of holy Exerciſes: Beſeeching Him 


to unite our Hearts in his Fear and? 


C11 Fo: pores {ones Tears 

We are too apt to confine Religion to: 
our Knees; whereas folemn Duties. 
mould be look'd upon as Preparatives to 
a heavenly. Convexſation all the Day 
long; that we may be always in the 
Fear of God; ſo in the Comforts of bis 
holy Spirit:: His Eye is never off us for 
Good; let the Eye of our Souls then be 
a much as poſſible faſten d upon Him, 
who is. our Life, and; only Happineſs. 
aut. nom and ſpenſe 
draw us. upward; yet. the  Dleſled: 


then diſpenſed; ta- 
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nal Affections make againſt theſe Exer- 
and excellency: They are the very 


and fit and diſpoſe the Soul with cheer- 


+ 


Remarkable ' Paſſages irithe 
Frames they leave us in, and the ſtrong. 
Tendency they impreſs upon our De- 
ſires, diſpoſe us much for a cloſe Walk. 
ing with God, in an even Courſe of: 
Communion with Him & 
Try the Force of ſoſemn Meditation, 

occaſional Reflections, Self- Examinati: 
on: Learn the Art of ſpiritualizing 
Objects, and ordinary Occurrences: Of 
obſerving God's Providences, darting up- 
frequently Holy Thoughts by way of 

Prayer, Praiſe, and Thankſgiving: Strive 
to habituate this Courſe; for-.tho' the 
Heart reluQ*much- at firſt, cuſtom ren- 
ders it familiar, natural, and pleaſant. 
Be ſire. the Oppoſition - Satan and car- 


e 


eiſes, evidently declare their uſefulneſs 
Springs that feed the ſpiritual Life, 


fulneſs to return to ſolemn Duties: To 
Meditate cloſe till Affectiens.glow, fits 
greatly for Prayer: This is watching to 
Prayer, and produces Watchfulneſs in 
it; and a Soul thus Prayerful, will be 
powerful with God, and *againſt the 
Remains of indwelKing Sin: This is the 
Way to pray ever more, i. , to be in a 
kt Temper and Diſpoſition, and Readi- 
neſs often to per formithe Duty. Theſe 
ee 567 20% ene en e Dies 
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Life of a private Gentleman, 161 
Duties rightly managed, will be found the. 
great Secrets of trie Chriſtianity. / 

Reſt in no Attainments, but preſs on 
to Perfection: Grapple with all Diffi- * 
culties in the Strength of Jeſus : Labour i 


as much as is poſlible, to uſe the World 4 
with a holy Indifference : Look thro? 7 


the Miſts of Time, to things not ſeen: 4 
Carry intentions of God's Glory, and 


The Ways of God are Pleaſantneſs, 
and his Paths are Teace: Virtue 1518 — | 
Ys | Own. 4 


an Eye to the Honor of Religion, thro? tf þ 
all ſecular Affairs: Receive all the En- |; 
joyments of - Senſe, as from his Hand, i: | 
which will diſpoſe to Moderation and * 
Sobriety; and give a double Sweetneſs 1 
to all, as coming from his Love: And = 
while we thus taſt bis Bounty, twill be 1 
natural for us to indite and live his 14 
Praiee nts F665 4 
Sclf-denial is the very Fund of ſpiritu. 
al Comfort: What we refuſe the Body, it 
is repay d to the Soul in Divine Repaſts, 11 
infinitely more preferable: The Plea- 4 
ſures of Senſe are ſoon roll'd over the 1 
Tongue, and die away; but a good |! } 
Conſcience is a. continual Feaſt. We i f 
naturally affect Superiority over others, 14 
but too much neglec the Government of - 330: 8 
our Selves, in which coaſiſts e 1 
and Happineſs. Self- Conqueſt is mo it 1 
Difficult, but moſt Glorious. 1 
1198 
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#62 Remarkable Paſſages in 
own Reward, and Piety will becrown'& 
with Joy; yet fome holy Souls ſpend 
great Part of their Days in hard Com- 
bats, and ſome die under a Cloud, with · 
out that Joy and Comfort many Expe- 
rience : He ſuffers them to conflict with 
Winds and Waves, Devils and Tempta- 
tions, to the very Month of the Har- 
bour, and all for wiſe and holy Reaſons: 
To brighten their Crowns, and render 
them more Weighty ; ſuch hard Exer- 
ciſes encreaſing the Faith and Patience 
of the Saints: To teach ns.entire Sub- 
miſſion to his Will, when He with- 
holds preſent Retributions: To make 
us acquieſce in all his Piſpenſations, and 
content our Selves with glorifying Him 
by any Methods of his Chooſing, tho” 
unpleaſant to ns: And ſometimes in 
Judgment to wicked Men, who not pro- 
fiting by the holy Lives of Saints, are 
juſtly debarrd of Advantages by their 
Death: When pious Men die without 
Comfort, bad Men harden themſelves 
in Opinions that undervalue Piety, and 
confirm them in their evi Courſes; e- 
pecially wien they obſerve wieked Men 
lie ſtupid, or with flattering Hopes. 
Teis a bleſſed State, no doubt, to die 
with the ſweet Aſſurance of God's Love, 
as it were in the Lap of. Bleſſed neſs. 
This, with ſubmiſſion, we may pray * 
2 49G | | and 
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and ſhou'd vigorous 
Acts of Fait * 2 of 
Heart, holineſs of Life, Tag the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs ; and then ſuperſede- 
our own Deſires, acquieſcing in God's 
holy Will, as may moſt ſubſerve his 
| Glory. Then ur oubtedly, the Iſſue 
_ will be.glorious: For none can loſe by 
denying them felves for his Honor; and 


WW tho" for wile Reaſons God ſuffer our (: | 
— Sun to ſet. in a Cloud, *twill riſe with In 
0 the more Radiancy. Who can die ſa- i; | 
i fer, than i in rs rey and Forgive- N 


neſs? 

Aſſbrance is. very rare | tere Pie uſvally 0 
for great Services in Life, or for 4 
glorious! bleſſed Death, to enconrage- 
others: Tis Deluſion then, for the 
Carnal and Secure, to pretend to it: 
But tho Dreamers think themſelves. a- 
wake, yet ſuch, I hope, as really are, 
may know it, and will not eaſily de per- 
fuaded they do but Dream. Let the q 
Men of Parts and Learning try their | 
Talent, and ſee if they can perſuade 
nch out of their Senſes :- There is a. "ot 
Spiritual Senſation, as well as a Natu- 10 
ral, and ſuch as are under the true Pow- | 
er of it; wilt as ſoon TERGUNEE- the one as 
the other. 87 . | | 

It ſeems to be the great Peſignof the 14 
Epiltle of St. John to prove it; that we 1 

| might. 1 "io 


my, ance a aan + — 2 — 


— 


— ü . ²˙ . ⁵² nn a tr a rr I ES ET Poe 


FE 4 16 8 164 Remar able Paſſages in the © 
„ might nom we: have Eternal Life; and 
are pad from Death to Life. And we 

- bhave-Inſtances in the Martyrs, and, many 
others. I ſhall mention but one, that of 

Mr. Peacock, Tutor to ſome. young Gen- 

tlemen at Oxford, who fell into deep Pe- 
ſertion and terrible Temptations on his. 

Death: Bed; but after deſperate Con- 

flicts, and many deſponding Expreſſions, 

at length recovering a.apmpoſed; Mind, 

addreſs d himſelf to his Pupils, and all a- 

bout him, in the following Terms: 

c Live in God's Fear, that you may die 

« in his Favour, otherwiſe the Ox and 

« Afs will; condemn you: And three 

Hours before; his Death, he thus expreſ- 

{ed himſelf: Po you expect to know 

* what I think of my Salvation ? So 

© very indulgent is God, to thoſe He 
* once Loves, that He never forſakes 

ce them; and therefore J am ſure I am 

< going to Heaven: Moſt happy were 

e thoſe Bands my moſt gracious God 

„% tied me with. - 184 0 | 
A State of Perfection is certainly 
moſt ſafe and pleaſant, and he that does 
nat heartily aſpire after it, has juſt Rea- 5 
ſon to call in queſtion his Sincerity: 
But God forbid any ſhould, for want of 
Caution, be wounded in the Houſe of | 
their Friends. There are bruiſcd . 

Reeds, and ſmoaking Flax, as well as 


Cedars, 


** . 


„„ r ö 


Weaklings are pecunarly entitl 
our Lord's Care, and God deſpiſes not 
the Day of ſmall” Things. All muſt al- 
low there is a Time When Grace is low 
and weak, ſcarce diſeernible. The 
compaſſionate Jeſus threatens very '{e- 
yerely, ſuch as offend his little ones; 
and t & the Menace ſeem diſchatgd- Sa 
ainft- wicked Men, yet if good Men 
uſgreſs in this Kind, by needleſs Se- 
verities, God: may repay | them i in their 
own Coin. 

Tis the 6perative Faith that is Juſti- 
fying; and the more it abounds in good 
Works, the clearer are dur Ho The 
promiſes run to Faith and Obedience, 
as the Veins and Arteries do over the 
whole Body: As Spirits, Life, and Vi- 
gor, are maintain'd there, by due Cir- 
culation; ſo is it in the Soul and ſpiri- 


wal Life: The reciprocal Actings of 


Faith and Obedience, breed à ftrong 
athletick Chriſtian, full of Peace and 
Adivity: But as a ſick or weak Man, 
is ſtill a Man and alive; fo is a feeble 
Saint, a real Saint, tho* under Infirmi- 


ties, and he ought to have the Comfort 


of it: And ſince with great Difficulty 
he takes it, let all be cautious how py 
kinder him. wo „ 1 

s 


1. of private Ordowes. 165 . 
Cedars, and barge; ſhining e 
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the Spirits of ſo many excellent Perſons 
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As few enjoy the bleſſed Aſſurance of 
God's Love, ſo fuch as have it, have it 
not always, nor alike at all. Times, 
Ebbs and fis will happen, Clouds and 
Sun-ſhine will variabiy oyerfpread the 
Soul, as they do the Face of the Hea- 
vens. Tis a mighty Favour when God 
I Peace to a guilty Soul 3 but how 
does the Obligation redouble its force 
to gratitude, and all ſuitable Expreſſions, 
when He ſuys to the Soul but once in 
this Life: I am thy Salvation, thy ex- 
Ceeding great Re ward! What excites our 
Love to God, quickens our Obedience 
and Zeal in Doing and Suffering for 
Him, and what dey it more, than he 
Senſe of his; manifeſted, to our Souls? 
All therefore to whom God's Glory and 
Mens Welfare are endear'd, ſnould be 
cautious how they promote any Diſcou- 
ragements obſtructive of ſuch noble En- 

iſes. Tis not warrantable to va- 


cate any Doctrine, becauſe it bas been 


abuſed to ill purpoſes, while ſufficient 
Guard might be provided againſt the a- 
buſe of it by any honeſt Heart. It is 
difficult, if not impoſſible, to ſet any 
thing out of the reach of Hypocrites, 
but they'll pretend to it, and labour to 
pervert it. Can we think that nothing, 
which has prov'd ſuch a mighty Stay to 
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judgment of Charity, we can't but 
think are to their eternal Reſt? 
Let us take heed leaſt our ſlighty: Opiniĩ- 

ons I ig God. to leave us deſtitute. of 
tho 

Hour may make us value at ano« 

ther Rate. n 2 Sn 1 

vours may prejudice our Comforts, ſo 
8 ing to the, beſt Things 1 not 
bid us, may - prove very dangerous. 
Holineſs and good Works are excellent 
Things: The one muſt be very amiable 
in God's Sight, as He can't but love and 
delight in his own likeneſs; and the 
other muſt be very acceptable to Him, 
as agreeable to his Commands: But 
when once they become the Objects of 
our Truſt and Confidence, and we 
begin to Pride our Selves in them, as 
the Matter of our Dependance, to re- 
commend us to the Divine Acceptance, 
we ought to e of our Selves, 
leaſt we truſt: to a broken Reed. Gdd 
will be honour'd in Ways of his own 
Appointment: His Will is the Meaſure 
of Perfection: Whatever ſemblances 
therefore of Goodaeſs appear in Things 
to our Views, nay, tho they: really are 


ſo in their very Nature, and ſome of the 


beſt too; yet if we neglect his Determi- 


nations reveal'd to us, He will look upon 
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in their darkeſt: Minutes, whom in the 
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| us as. bold Ader uf his e 
and what we do, as the Reſult of Self: 


will; and treat us accordingly. God by 
the 'oaiverſal Tenor of his holy Goſpel, 


ſeems moſtly” bent upon ' honoring the 


Riches and Freedom of his Grace and 
Mercy, and the Merits and Satisfaction 


of his bleſſed Son in our Salvation. If 
we miſs his Deſign here, we fail in à 
great Point. God's Deſign in the Co- 
© yenant of Grace, is to exalt the Rich- 
es of his Mercy, "above all Sin and Un. 
© worthines of Men; and we yeild 
Him more Glory by Believing, than j it 
© would be to his Juſtice to deſtroy us. 
© If we were” Perfect in our Selves, we 
f ſhould not Honor Him fo much as 
© when we labour to he found in Chriſt, 
© having his Righteouſneſs upon us. 
The ſtiff Cardinal, who, living, con- 


| tended ſo much for Dependance on good 
Works, dying, declar'd it moſt ſafe 


© to-truſt to C riſt alone, © 
Lock back ö the” End of the beſt 
Men, and obſerve ſtrictly what they 
moſt repos d their Confidence on, in 
their dying Agonies, and you'll find it 
was feſus Chriſt only. Perſons on the 
Confines of both Worlds, uſually make 
the trueſt Eſtimates of Things; and re- 
membet with great 'Serionſneſs, that 


oy the” e muſt be your 
own; 
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b own : Think now cloſely, what may be 

the ſureſt Center of your Repbſe: Ex- 

pect an awaken'd Conſcience to be more 

| ſevere in its Scrutiny, and Satan ready 

ö to back it with Fury, as his 1aſt Onſet 

for the Maſtery: Confider well what is | 

moſt likely to bear the Teſt then, 1 

c and ſupport under that rude ſhock, the | 
laſt and fierceſt Aſſault of the Powers q 

1 of Darkneſs :* Know, no Man can ſuffer 

. for the Exerciſe of his Humility, but 

. may for his Preſumption: Truſt the 

Weight of Eternity, upon what you 

b may moſt ſafely: Remember, if there 

be any worth in your good Works, the 

7 beſt of which are full of Flaws, you 

: thall not Joſe one grain, in the Repute of a 

a juſt God, for modeſtly declining | 

; them 2+ Count all therefore with the 

: holy Apoſtle, bur 'as Droſs and Dung, ö 

[ that you may be found in Chriſt, &c, In 138: 

f the- interim know, that to abound' in 5 
Works of Piety and Charity, and yet mr 

y renounce - Self-Righteouſneſs, is truer | 

p harder Self-denial, than all the Auſteri- | 

1 ties of Monkery. The judicious Hooker, 

* in his Diſcourſe of Juſtiſ i. 

. cation, tells us: There Eccleſ. Polit. 

e « are two kinds of Chriſti- P. 320. p. 3 14, 

x « an Righteouſneſs z the 515. OE 

t one without us, Which | 

K ewe have by imputation; the other in us 

bk &« which 3 and Chari- i 


1 , 
CN 2 * 

ec ty ; . 2 

- 3 0 2 

* & | VA 

” * 4 4 

8 1 
. : — 2 
A L 8," p 


— 


Cent as Ao 


© BS a HE in Ea ett Sb CLE 
* 


a 


8 
wary 2 nn, -— — Sos 
* — =. 52 * Y 
= As * - a” A*. 
—_ TT 
— 1 2 » A BL p 
FE 
* 


p ˙ 


8 "Remarkable Paſſages in the 


. ty, and other Chriſtian Virtues: - The |} 
cc little Fruit we have in Holineſs, it is, 
God knows, corrupt and unſound: 


& We put no confidence at all in it, 


we challenge nothing in the World 


e for it. Cut off all thoſe things where. 
'< in we have regarded our o.]-n Glory, 
4 thoſe Things Men do to pleaſe Men, 
“ and to fatisfie their own likin thoſe 
< Things we do for any by reſpect, not 


_ & ſincerely and purely. for the Love of 


« God; and a ſmall Score will ſerve 
* for the Number of our righteous 
4 Peeds. Let ſuch as repute this Do- 
ctrine fo very ridiculous, conſult fair! 

a Book, (writ by Mr. Sraynoe,) entituled, 
Satuation Jeſus Chriſt alone; and they 
will find there is more than they are rea- 


_ dily aware of to be ſaid, even for the 


Rationale of the Thing, which moſt of 
all diſguſts them. 

Would we finally perſevere, and be 
aſſor'd of our Salvation: Let us vigo- 
rouſly purſue the Method the Apoſlic 
preſcribes, and never doubt of a full 


Attainment, 2 Pet. ch. i. ver. 5, to the 


End of the 12. Would we endeavour to 
live as holily as if we expected to be ju- 
ſtifed by our own Works, then think 
and ſay, as we indeed really are, and 
the Scriptures teach us, after all, but 


ee. een, bputeing our ſole 
Anden Cen- 
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Confidence in Jeſus Chriſt, we need 

not doubt of God's Acceptance. Would | 

we know whether we are of that bleſſed 

Number for whom our deareſt Lord is 

gone before to prepare Manſions of Glo- 

ry; Let us follow the Advice inſinua- 

ted by St. Peter: To ſtudy and apply 

the exceeding great and precious Promi- 

ſes of the Goſpel, till we are made par- 

takers of the Divine Nature, and then 

we need not queſtion our Intereſt in 

them. Where Men are careleſs of theſe 

Apoſtolick Directions, it's a ſad Sign 

matters are not right with them, what- 

ever they. pretend. , 
The Strength and Skill of a Chriſtian, _ 

lies very much in the avoiding carefully 

the Occaſions and firſt Beginnings of 

Temptation. Grace in the Habit may | 

fall aſleep without Care and Exerciſe : - "1 

| The weak Saint ſtands his Ground when ö 

| upon his Guard, while the mighty one 1 

fails under a Fit of Security. This dif- | 

| ference appears ſometimes in the ſame ; 

| Perſon, at different Seaſons, as in the Caſe. 

of St. Peter; while under the Power of 

| Self-confidence, who ſpake bigger, and 

fell more ſhamefully: And after his 

| Fall had awaken'd Caution, and rouzd 

| Courage, who more bold and brave, 


who more ſtanch and reſolute ? He that 
trembled at the Voice of a Damſel, 
— os - main- 
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172 Remarkable Paſſages inthe 
maintains his Maſter's Cauſe undaunted. 
1 BY ly in the Face of his powerful Murther- 
14 ers. Joh mäde a Covenant with his 
1 Eyes, and fo preſerv'd his Purity, while 
218 the Man after God's own Heart, letting 
we his rove at all Adventures, fell wilfully 
1 into Adultery and Murther. 
1 When we have conquer'd great Dan- 
. gers, we are prone to deſpiſe leſſer; 
1 but the Moment we do ſo, they are no 
2 longer fuch to us ; for Security will ſoon 
1 alter their Property. Great Difficulties 
Ef: - HUon't prejudice us ſo much, When we 
aare upon our Guard, as little ones 
| * that . ſurprize us: They gradually ga- 
BE: ther Strength, and ſteal upon us with- 
= {| © out obſervation, till they ſuddenly over- 
1 whelm us. There is a Reſt remaining for 

1 the. People of God; but they will be mi- 
WE ſtaken if they expect it here: They 

| ; | muſt ſtand __ for the Combat while 
\ WE on this Stage of Temptations: When 
0 | they have conquer'd one, Hydra like, 
ind another ſprings up: O what need have 
\, WM we then of Patience, as well as Vigi- 


|  - lance, while Corruptions and Tempta- 
5 tions are continually teizing us, that ha- 
Wing done all, we may ſtand ? Patience 
ſeems the greater Part of Fortitude: A 
Man may bear bravely great Torture for 
a While, that may ſink under far leſs of 
long continuance. Vet this long Trial, 
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is often the State of a 


at: Exemption from 
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Chriſtian, to 
whom ſtrong Corruptions are more ter- 
rible than Death, it being like chaining; 
the Living to the Dead, and length ſtill 
adds ſtrength. The Maſtery of the 
Wilt, is the great Thing in Converſion; 
and the more we ſubdue it, the nearer 
we advance to Perfection. Incredible is- 
the Advantage, if we keep a ſtrict Hand 
upon it, in indifferent Matters, I urge 
this the more, from a Senſe of the. il 
Conſequences. of. my own Failures in 
this kind. 

PerfeRion certainly. we. ſhonld.alf drive 

liſery, and the | 


Attain ent 8 


0 ineſs, are the. 
Voice | of Nature ;” 


4 2 delivery from WD 
Sin, and Deſires after perfect Purity, are 


the pro nage of Brac 4. 
Ay bas die peg Devils, God moſt 

abhors. When we grow proud of Vir- 

tue, that baſe Vice, like the Philoſo- 

pher” - Stone, ſaid to tranſmyte all into 

Gold it touches, turns all it mingles. 


with into Po _— and the beſt Things _ 


into the worlt. Never was bleſſed Fob 
more lovely in the Eye of Heaven, than 
when under the Exerciſe of bis. Humi- 
lity and Patience, abhorring himſelf in 
Duft and Aſhes. 

As he can never be upright, who EM 
not aſpire after Perfection; ſo he that. 
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174 Remarkable Paſſages in the 
attains the higheſt Pitch here, if he re- 

rain not his Humility, can't hold his In- 
tegrity. If we mourn over our Corru- 
Ptions, hate them, and heartily pray and 
watch againſt them, they may trouble, 
but will not ruine us: They may be as 
Thorns in our Fleſh, to prick and pain 
vs, like the Canaanites, not deſtroy'd 
all at once, hut left to exerciſe our Hu- 
mility and Dependance: S0 our Falls 
may prove our Riſe; our Weakneſs, our 
Strength; our Sorrows, finally our Joys. 
Let us not then be diſcourag'd, but 
reſiſt Sin and Satan, tho' we get our 
ground by Inches. We are never con- 
quer'd till we throw down our Wea- 
ns: Heaven peculiarly Favours the 
Bold and Reſolute: Tho' by the Fury 
i of an Onſet we be beaten from our Poſt, 
Tet us retire Fighting, and our Retreat 
will be commendable, till we return 
with reinforcements to the Combat. By 
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Faith we may Took upon the Remains of 
| Corruption, not as the Forerunner of a 
f Rout, but the Van of a glorious Victory. 

|: 48 And this indeed is the Root of my 


Hopes; for I find ſtill many Difficulties 
to grapple with, and fierce Oppoſition : 
That I muſt have many a Tug with a 
vain, wicked Heart, and the Prince of 
Darkneſs. I Pray, Read, and Fight, 


| and pet am often beaten: My 2 * 
| | „ 
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fort is, I dom t quite leave the Field, but 
rally and return to the Charge. = 

G my Soul, ſince thou art in ſo much 
Danger, as there are Luſts remaining 
unmortified, let it be thy daily care to 
crucifie them, that the Body of Sin may 


be daily” dying: Let thy Peace and 


Hopes neer ont-run the Execution of 
thy Lufts : Their Death is the Life of 
thy Soul, and all its bleſſed Hopes. 


Deſertions, like miſty Mornings, have 


ended in a glorious Sunſhine of moſt ra- 
diant Grace and Comfort, after true 
Humiliation. Let us then entirely give 
up our Selves to divine Conduct in the 


Way of Duty, that will ever repay our: 
Faith and Patience with double Intereſt; 


whoſe very Nature is Goodneſs,” and 
waits only the fitteſt Seaſons to be com- 


municative: Who'is readier to commu» 
nicate his. revrving Influences, than the 


Sun to diſpenſe his Light and Heat. 
Some miſtake the Abatement of Com- 
fort, for an abſolute Removal; nay, 
it's. poſſible it may be the ſame, and yet 


ſome may miſtruſt the Loſs of it, at 
leaſt a great Declenſion: For when long 


enjoy'd, it makes not that Impreſſion it 
did at firſt, eſpecially if they came out 


of great Darkneſs; for then it's like 


ſtanding 1n the open Sun coming our of 


a Dungeon, which makes the Change 
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Morning Light ſpread upon the Moun- 
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rery impreſſive: But after a long and 


habitnal Sunſhine, tho? the fweet and 
benign Influences are juſt the ſame, yet 


Uſe and Time abate gradually the Tran- 


ſports of the Senſation.  _ | 
But, O my Soul, haſt thou not ſinned 
away thine, which is much worſe than 
a ſimple Removal? How. unworthily 
haſt thou improv'd the Showers and 


Sunſhine of Heaven, the Frowns and 
Smiles, the various Culture of thy bleſ- 


ſed Maſter ? His very Anger was from 
Love, his ſharpeſt Scourges to whip 
thee home, and prevent thy tumbling 
into the bottomleſs Gulph of Perdition. 
When kindeſt Treatment won thee not, 
what a merciful Severity was it, to 
ſcare thee out of the Chains of Hell? 
After all theſe mighty Obligations, and 
thy own eager Reſolutions and generous 
Purpoſes, how miſerably haſt thou fail'd 
and - drop'd ſhort? Ob, how ftrong 
were the Impreſſions of Love and eter- 
nal Gratitude, with full Self-dedication, 
in the Hours of Diſtreſs, upon. Pre- 
ſamption of Deliverance? But bow 
ſhamefully have all thoſe warm Fits lan- 
guiſh'd, even to half expiring? The e- 
ver-bleſſed and glorious Sun of Righte- 


: ee dawn'd. upon thee in the very 


ades of Death and Hell, like the 


tains, 
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 Bifeof a private Gentleman. 17 
_ tains, more and more till perfe&t Day: 
The Twilight then ſurpriz'd. thee, even 
the firſt Step of Hope from the bottom- 
leſs Pit of infernal Horror ; but as th. 
Day advanc'd,. how didft thou bask in- 
thoſe refreſhing Beams? 85 
What a: Heaven: upon Earth was it 
to feel thy ſelf aſtending from the Sub- 
urbs of Hell; the very Abyſſes of. De. 
ſpair? But when thou felt, as it: were, 
Heaven deſcending to meet thee Half- 
way, was not thou tranſported.” as if 
thou-wert there? How-didft-thou ex 
ult and triumph in the bleſſed God, and 
his ſweet Jeſus? In his moſt amazing 
Pity, and ſurprizing Mercy ?* And can 
all this ſo ſaonz fo very ſoon be forgot? 
If the Charms of the richeſt Goodneſs- 
don'ts ſtick-by thee, yet how canſt thou 
ſhake-off-the Remembrance of ſo.dread= 
ful a Miſery. ? Miſery, thatſtuck; once 
ſo-cloſe..to-thee,. as to appear: a Part of 
thy . very: Gonſtitution, into. Which it 
ſeemid woven: Oh reflect. and be hum 
ble: See what. an- impetent Wretch 
thou art, while «little left to thy Self: 
Should God now quite leave thee, as 
thou deſerveſt, how wouldit thay lan- 
guiſh into Formality and Negligence, e- 
ven to perfect Libertiniſm-? Be zealous 
then, Q my Soul, and repent, beg God 
Holy Spirit, inceſſantly. Grant it my 
deareſt Jeſus. Amen. 
| as 4%; 22 
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458 — Remarkable Paſſages in the 
4s the Neglect and Abuſe of the holy 
Sacrament,-had-no-ſmall hand in my Sins, 
and their juſt Puniſhment ; ſo I ſhall end 
with that bleſſed Ordinance. 
_ + Tho? L had fome eaſe before I ventu- 
red on ſo great a Duty, yet I had no Com- 
fort till after that Performance. It plea- 
ſed God, after ſome ſollicitations of my 
Friends, to encline my Heart to this. 
glorious Feaſt of Love. In the Morning, 
Laroſe in ſome Diſorder, but his kind 
Providence caft a Sermon in my way, 
which He made ſtrangely encouraging. 
FE went witha cheerful Spirit, and from 
that very Seaſon the Day clear'd up; 
and I have ever ſince continued it, with- 
out the leaſt return of Horror, to my 
77 mconceivable Advantage: I think I may 
WE | de bold to ſay, without Vanity, to the 
W exceeding Glory of his Free-grace,with- 
4 out the leaſt Shadow. of any deſert in 
\ me, that I never ſince went to that holy 
7 Fahle, but I felt a very remarkable Af- 
13 fiſtance: Not ſo much in Flights of 
x Joy, as. in a peculiar Conſiſtence of Spi- 
wo rit, and a fixed Steddineſs of Mind, 
> | rw Serentty, with little or no Di- 
| raction-; which tho? it haunt me. too 
much in other Duties, yet, which is re- 
'markable, ſcarce ever in this. Some 
fiery Shafts Satan has ſpent upon me at 
this Seaſon from his Quiver ; but God: 
| help'd me immediately to regel them. 
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I mention this to give God the Praife 
of all entirely: To encourage drooping 


Spirits, to haſten to this-bleſſed Feaſt :- 
This Bread” of Life, and Wine of the 


Kingdom, contriv'd- by the Lord of Life 


and Glory, to ſatisfie hungry Souls; to- 
ſtrengthen and revive the Weak and 


Weary; to keep and encreaſe Spirit 


and Vigor in the Strong. 


Let no ſincere Heart be dejected, that 


feels not that Preſence of Mind and free - 


dom of Spirit, God "bled me with: 


Value Enereaſe of ſpiritual Strength to 
conquer a Corruption, more than pre- 


ſent Tranſports: Nay, tho* Clouds and 


Darkneſs enwrap thee, yet hold on reſo- 
lately, and the Day's 1 finally. 
Te Devil, 1 know, abuſes many, urg- 


ing the Impenitent to come, out of falſe 
Ends and baſèe Deſigns; to ſtop the Cla- 
mours of Conſcience; to gain repute or 


Qualifications; and ſome are ſo ſtupid, 
as to think it works like a Char mand con- 
tent themfel ves with meer Formalities. 


Others again, humble, holy Souls, he 


ſcares from it, as tho' it was rather Mo- 
ſes's than the Lord's Table, as one well 
Phraſes it. Of both theſe he makes his 
Earnings; the one, he wraps up in 

Security, and expoſes to Ghd's-fearful 

Tudgments'; the other, he torments, if 
he cannot ruine them; and keeps them 
ima flacying Condition, cheating them 
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out of many ſpiritual Enjoyments. God: 
ſtoops the loweſt to us in this Ordi, 
nance of any; if we Sign and Seal faith- 
fully his Covenant, he will Seal us by 
his Spirit to the Day of Redemption; 
and ratifie in Heaven, what we do on 
Earth: But Wo to them that reject 
and deſpiſe this Condeſcention. of the 
1 Almighty, and the Blood of his Son, as 
vi All. do, more or leſs, who neglect or trifle 
in. this Ordinance z ay comply with it, 
11 for ſome carnalʒ baſe, ſelſiſn End. Mar 
1 1 are. Sick and; Weak, and others fall 
by 2.5leep, for abuſing it now, as well as for- 
+ W merly.; be ſure hardneſs. of Heart, and: 
© | other. fpiritual, Judgments, attend it, 
1 which are much worſe. Mr. Hales, a 
very memorable Author, tells. us:“ The 
< Uſes and Ends of the Lord's Supper, 
<. can- be no more than ſuch. as are 
« mention'd. in the Seriptures, and they 
__ ©4 are but TWO. 1. The Commemoray 
4 tion. of, the Death and Paffion of the 
c Son. of, God, ſpeciſid by Himſelf at 
c the Inſtitution+ of, the pe wer þ 
c 2. To teſtiſie our Union with Chriſt, 
« and Communion one with another; 
„ which End-St. Paul hath taught us. 
Nom when. we have ſo ſolemn an In- 
ſtitution calculated to ſach bleſſed Pur- 
poſes; if we have any fuitahle and be- 
coming Apprehenſions of the Worth 
and Dignity. of our Saviour; of — 
| moſt- 
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moſt tranſcendent and amazing Love 3. 


how can we ſo eaſily diſpenſe with neg- 
lects of this kind? Are we not in more 


Danger of Diſhonouring God, by con- 
tempt or diſregard of any of his Sancti- 
ons, than by any Ex preſſions of. Con- 
cern we can regularly pretend to: honor 
Him with, by compliance with the reſt-?- 
Some holy Souls are diſcourag'd by. 


too needleſs. ſcrupuloſity; but I fear 
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much worſe lies at the Bottom of moſt _ 


Mens neglect. Should ſuch be call'd to 
great Privileges and Dignities by great 
Men on Earth, we ſhould ſcarce find. 
them ſo full of affected. Modeſty in. Pre- 
tences of Unworthineſs. In. Caſes of 


ſecular Ad vantage and Preferment, Men 


are counted more Nice than Wiſe, when 
they refuſe a good Offer, and ſeem. ve- 
2 to · complement themſelves into. 


uch Inconveniencies as Self-denial in, 


fach Caſes bring with it. Who plead. 


their Unworthineſs, as a; Reaſon for- 


non- acceptance of Places of Wealth and 


Honor, unleſs it be thought a. pretty de- 
vice to uſher. in the Favours with more 
Security? And who ſticks at Pains and 
Care to- fit and qualifie himſelf. for a 
good Office? Would Men apply cloſely 
theſe - Conſiderations. to their. ſpiritual 
Concerns, -and dive. deeply into their 
deceitful Hearts, they might diſcover the- 
rotten Principles that lurk there, the 2 
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Cauſe of alt Self- flattery and frivolous 


0 Excuſes, of that Treachery and Falſity, 


that neither God nor Conſcience will long 
take at their Hands. Had Men but 
Half the Faith and Love for God, his 
Ordinances, and another World, they have 
for this; the far greateſt Part of their 
Pretences of this kind wou'd diſappear. 
Inconſideration is the- Root of this 
great Miſchief, and: truly of every thing 
detrimental to our Souls: The Miſery 
that attends it, and the. Benefits that ma- 
nifeſtly follow Thoughtfulneſs, fhould 
recommend the Duty to all. This wor'd: 
gradually diſpoſe the Soul to a Habit 
of pleaſant Meditation, the Experience 
whereof would recommend its excellent 
Uſefulneſs, the Force of which, none 
can imagine that have not- try'd it. 
© Unto: this only neglect, let me aſcribe. 
© the” commonneſs of that Taodicean 
© Femper of Men; and that dead cold- 
© neſs which has ſtricken the Hearts of 
many, having left them nothing but the 
Bodies of Men, and the Viſors of 
* Chriſtians ; to this only they have not 
© Meditated: It is not more poſſible to 


«live without a Heart, than to be de- 


© yout without Meditation. Let him 


6 Curſe me on his Death-Bed that plies. 


< this Duty, if he acknowledge not theſe 
© Hours placed the moſt happily in his. 


6 whole Life; if he then-wiſh nor be 


Thad 


„„ r e 


Life of « private Gentleman, ib | | 
had worn out more Days in ſo proſita-n 
© ble and heavenly a Work. (Bp. Hal. 
God now caſt me on a Bed of dange- | 
rous Sickneſs, and then E felt the blefſed* | 
Advantages of this holy Ordinance... 1 
receiv'd the Sentence of Death in my 
Self, but God kept my Spirit reſign'd . 
and had He not, as circumſtances then 
ſtood, what I apprehended, 1 think 
muſt inevitably, have come to pafs. Af 
ter my Recovery, I read St. Auſtin's Me. 
ditations with great Delight: And found* 
a ſtrange Reinforcement of my Faith, 
in reading Dr. Parker's Law of Nature: 
Books in their different kind very excel- 
lent. But to Thee, O Lord; be aſcribed? 
the Glory of all the Succeſs l felt. 
Let ſuch as will not take pains to pre- 
pare for the Sacrament, or endeavour- 
that ſtrictneſs of Life which ſhow'd follow  -- 
it, conſider how dearly they muſt one 
Day pay for their Luſts: Let ſuch as feel 
Terrors in the Diſcharge of their Duty 
in this kind, examine, whether ſome un- 
repented of, or allowd Sin; be not the 
Cauſe. I ſeldom went without ſome: 
dread, while Matters were at this pals. 
I know Sat an's wicked Arts are number- 
leſs:. He may abuſe an honeſt Heart, 
under indiſpoſition of Body, and ſo diſ- 
courage the Sincere: But uſually in 
fach., Caſes, in the Uſe of Means, God: 
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it Remarkable Paſſager in the | 
' 4diſcourag'd, but reſolutely hold on in 
the Strength of [Jeſus Chriſt; © 
May holy timorous Souls, that ſtand 
off out of a Senſe of their Unworthineſs, 
aſſume Courage, and know, that Humi- 
lity, expreſs'd in Self- judging and Self- 
a abhorrence, is one of the beſt Prepara- 
_ tives for this. Love-Feaſt: That the 
FBleſh and Blood of Chriſt, is- the beſt 
Aatidote againſt the Remains of Cor- 
ruption, and the beſt Means to make 
tWtthem as good as they deſire to be; and 
17 till they comply, never let them expect 
iit, nor true Comfort; for God wilt: 
Fl have his Ordinance honor d. 
WE: I bave known ſome deſiſt from going 
8 to the Sacrament, becauſe they wi 
ſome Terror, but met with quiet in the 
Forbearance. Would ſuch as find caſa 
in the Neglect, reſolutely returm to their 
Duty, the Enemy, it's probable, would. 
oppoſe them fiercely, but that Terror 
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would end in Comfort. 

Let fuch as attend this glorious -Feaſt 

F of Love, bleſs God for Opportunities of 

} this kind, and labour to improve them 
by more frequent Approaches. Let us 

_ gird up the Loins of. our Mind, and 
the whole. Armor of God, cloſer about: 

# us, and dread the Thoughts of Appear- 

ing without the Wedding Garment. 

| Here we may. behold Sin in its true Na- 

tire, and. moſt affecting Colours; what 

5 8 treat- 
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treatment we might expect at God's 
Fand, had not his bleſſed Son been treat: 
ed ſo ſeverely for our Sakes: What i 
vaſt Hopes we may. entertain of the 
greateſt Favours imaginable, after ſuch 
full Satisfaction offer'd, if we will but 
lay faſt hold of our own Mercies. A 
due Senſe of theſe Matters can't fail to 
humble us, and endear the bleſſed Jeſus 
to us; and while we are moſt depreſs d 
with Self. loathing and Abhorrence of 
Sin, we ſhall feel our Hearts moſt free 
and dilated in Praiſe. And after ſuch 
bleſſed Movements of Soul, we can't well 
fail of fuitable Zeal, and holy Emulati- 
on, in our Lives and Converſations, The 
Senſe of what we have dane, felt and 
enjoy'd, will ſtrangely inſpirit our De- 
votions, and. they again enliven our Acti- 
ons,tillthe happy and repeated Viciſſitudes 
bring us into the bleſſed Circle of Eter- 
nal Praiſes, and endleſs Fruitions. 
We can't have a more noble Subject of 
Praiſe, nor a fitter Occaſion. to ſolemnize 
it, than when our awful Deportment, 
our earneſt expreſſions of Devotion, in- 
flame one another at theſe bleſſed Sea- 
ſons. And if we get Life and Heat for 
Action, and more vital Communion. 
with God in Private, by ſome quickning 
Spark darted from his Altar, how nobly 
will all our Pains be recompenc'd? 
FA whe. 
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{Whey 1 we reflect on theſe Occaſſ ons, 
; upon ſuch an amazing Inſtance of Di- 
vine Love and Charity, what frozen 
Heart can hold out againſt the Power 
1 of its Charms? Will it not kindly ex- 
phand it Self while it approaches ſo near 
1 the holy Fire of Divine Love? Will not 
38 thoſe ſacred Flames pervade the Breaſt, 
and enkindle ſome rapturous Paſſion, 
that ſhall diffuſe it ſelf with heavenly 
1 Ardure over the whole Soul ? Loveli- 
| 5 neſs diſplay d, attracts Love and Admi- 
bj ration; but when Love, expreſs d at ſo 
bf |  - coſtlya Rate, in the bittereſt dying A- 
15  gonies, concurs, is it poſſible for any to 
7% vemain ſenſleſs and obdurate? Can we 
fy | ſee God part with his only Son, in Pity 
7 . to obſtinate Rebels; and Him ſo free- | 
Jy parting with his precious Life for his 
Ft Endes and not find enlarg d Bowels 
3 to all, and a readineſs to rgive the 
| ene Injuries and Affronts? Shall we 
ve the Heart to appear niggardly i inour 
Offerings, while we commemorate the 
"higheſt Ack of Bounty? 
"Thus haveT ventur'd to relate that 
part of my Life moſt are ſhie of Com- 
Mufiesting The Royal Prophet ſays: 
Come aud hear all you that fear God, and 
F will declare what he hath done for my Soul, 
_ Pal. Ixvi. 16. to ſtir up others to praiſe 
| God, and ſtrengthen their dent 
ruſt- 
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| Life of 4 private Gentleman. 187 
Truſt in Him. This, I hope, has been 
my Deſign, and where I have faild, I 1 
beſeech the good Lord to pardon the A 
Frailties of his Servant. „„ 7 wall 

I long ſince intended this, but till if 
from time to time deferr'd it; till a par- iq 
ticular Providence made me forthwith 
ſet about it. All can ſay for it is, that 0 

I begg'd God's Aſſiſtance, and hope have * 
had it, in bringing many Paſſages to 
Mind; and that I have related all, as 
near matter of Fact, as I could. I met 
with ſome Diſcouragements, and peculi- 
ar Temptations in the. Writing of it, 
but God carryd me through. I con; 
clude therefore with Praiſe to the Ab. 
mighty, for the Wonders of bis Love 
to me; for his Aids and Aſſiſtance in 
this Performance; begging moſt hearti;. 
ly bis Bleſſing may go along with it, 
for the Good of ſome poor Soul, to his 
Glory, for dear Jeſus's ſake. For of Him, 
and through Him, and to Him, are all 
things; to whom be Glory for ever. Amen. 

I appeal now folemnly to the great 
Fehovah for the Truth of the Narrative I 
here have made: And have been as 
faithful in the Repreſentation of my Sen- 
timents about matter of Fact, as the Re- 
ſult of my pure Convictions. And from 
this Conſideration I would take occaſion, "| 
if any can prevail, to conjure deſpon 
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dent Spirits to truſt to, and hope in, 


the infinite Mercies of God, and Merits 


* ſhall app 


of Chriſt jeſus. If you refuſe to be com- 
forted from ſuch a pregnant Inſtance of 
Divine Compaſſion, know, *twill one 
Day riſe up in Judgment againſt you ta 
upbraid yaur Infidelity. And let the 


Obdurate and Careleſs, that may chance 


to caſt an Eye here, be perſwaded by 
ſuch as know the Terrors of the Lord; 


for unleſs they Repent, they muſt feel 


them, and periſh for ever. 1 ſhall leave 


with ſuch an Expreſſion of an excellent 


Perſon, (Dr. Jackſon, Tom. 3. p. 419.) 
by way of Concluſion, © When the Judge 
| r in his Glory, the Book 
of Conſcience ſhall be fully open d, 


a te Impreſfion of every faful Thought 
or Action ſhall then become legible: 


6 Not a Syllable of what we have ſpo- 
4 ken to our Selves ſhall be loſt, and e- 
« very Letter or Syllable which bath 


e not been waſh'd away by the Blood 


Cr * 


« of the Lamb, ſhall be as a Stigma or 
ce Brand to the Soul and Conlcience 
4 wherein it is found, and ſhall fret as 
de an incurable Gangreen and Cancer. 


Every Seed of Corruption, whether 


© propagated by our firſt Parents, or 


7 


« ſown by our Selves, which ſeem d to 


e lie dead without Motion, unleſs they 


1 & he truly mortify'd by the Spirit of 
eee 
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c them, than any Fiſhes Ventricle is full 


ce that daily ſow to the Fleſh, fhall then _ 
"« reap of the Fleſh, even Corruption, 
* Sorrow and Torments incorruptible _ | 
«and inſufterable, yet perpetually to be 
ce :\yffered by them. RF oh 


them, and his dark, wretched Soul, that 


Center of his Heart with ſome of the 
dreadful Terrors here deſcribd: Let 
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| & God, ſhall, at the Appearance of the # 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, begin to quicks } 


« en, and wow ripe in a Moment. And 
« albeit theſe Seeds be as many in Num- 

« her as the Sand; tho? our whole 
c Fleſh or bodily Man be more full of 


« of Spawn, yet the leaſt of them ſhall =# 
« grow, for its malignant quality, into 
« a Serpent, and ſting the Soul and Bo- 
« dy where it is bred, like an Adder. 
« Theſe are the beſt Fruits, which they 


Moſt Bleſſed God, if any ſtupid, un- | 
believing Sinner, ſhall caſt his Bye on 


theſe Lines by thy Providence; let thy | 


Spirit of Life and Power, ſo breath on | 


fome kindly effect may follow: And if 
nothing leſs will do, mercifully ſhake the 


him feel how terrible and unſupportable 
one drop of thy Wrath is, falling upon 
his guilty, awaken'd Conſcience; that 
he may proſtrate himſelf in deepeſt Hu- 
mility at the Footſtool of thy dreadful 
Majeſty, and fo obtain Mercy. If any 
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| ag humble, . ſponding ; 
% conſult this Record of thy Judg. 


4 


q 
— 


ments and boundleſs Mercy, permit 


him not to miſapply thy kind Severities 
to his prejudice ; but graciouſly aſſiſt him 


leſs Abyſſes of thy rich Mercy. Lord ! 
what Infidelity reigns in Mens Heart! 
The Sadducee believes not thy Being, no, 
tho? one roſe from the Dead; nor a 
trembling, awaken'd Soul, thy Mercy, 
tho? Thou ſend one, as it were, from the 
Grave and Hell, to proclaim it bound- 
leſs. Dear God ! moſt effectually pity. 


both; eſpecially pour in the Oil of Joy 


and Gladneſs on wounded Spirits: Make 


the dejected in Spirit abound in Hope 
| by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
let all that peruſe theſe Aemoirs with an 
honeſt, upright ' Heart, find a Whet to 


ſeriouſneſs, and a Reinforcement to 
Faith. . And God grant, not one Tittle 
of what is here expreſsd may riſe up in 
Judgment agua thy poor unworthy 
Servant at the great Day; but ever 

vouchſate. him ſuch large Effuſions of 
thy Grace, as may help him to live up in 


ſincerity to his Convictions; that he 
rove not a Caſtaway, while he endea- 


prove no! aw endea- 
Fhers : Grant this for 


yours to fave © 


Jeſus thy "bleſſed Son's ſake. - Amen. 2 
» Glory be to. the Father, and to the Son, | 


aud to the Holy oF. OOO 


OW HE white Gia" 27 3 5 | 
e My Light, my F 2 
Without Him, Jo there can A 

My Heart, and Hopes Wie e 1 


My Sun of berger ix quice game, © 
The Horrors of the light come on, „% 
Sing muſt I, can I, Jet? 5 


ad 
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My Harp is on the Willows bung, ee 
Its Strings all out of Tune: al Wy 5355 
Strangers, methinks, I am among = 

The beſt of Friends is 19 85 „ 1 


It looks like Cruelty to ask, e 
Of Priſoners a Song 5 1 Ee IR 
Singing, alas, 1 18 but 1 3 1 Ll Ss 63 Jef, e 
While Sorrows are fo OY , 


Why Soul art thou ſo v y fad,” „ 
I know thy meurnful State: i "gs 1 

But ſtill thy Caſe is not fo bad, . 1 or. 
As are thy Sorrows great. „ 


Thy mighty Lofs, I freely own, * 
Of ſuch a vaſt Delight; —— OR 
Thy beſt Fyiend ſeems for evet gone, ie 070 
un-ſerting brings on * 9 Os —_ 
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Nlouds, Miſts, fomerimes conceal his Face, | 
4 "But then rerurn clear Skies. . 
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Te a of 2 Winter Night,” 2 9 
More pleaſant makes the Day: EE Ca, 
A Miſty Morning makes the Light 8 
Shine brighter all all the Day. 3 * 


De Ri 0 . n 
But love each ot er ſtill: 1 0 1 
| e Enemies s they' 22 Part, | 22 + he WT] 


Theſe are bur friendly A Aris to Love, — 
The more to blow its Flamme 

5 Short Quarrels are but Whetsto Love, 1 

Aud more confirm the fame. 


Deſertion is the Soul's dark Night, 
As Clouds, Miſts, ro the Sun; „ 
Wich do but more endear the Licht. 
When Clouds are paſt and gone. 17 


4 | 111 is the Abſence of thy Friend, EO RI. 
x 4 And Tokens oF MS LOWE:: 
ö But all theſe Frowns N „ 
5 hor. In greater Signs T AY 


ö 5 fi ak Priſon then, by Hope ms light, EET 
| 15 | uch Hope is not in vain: . | 
| 4 „I. Sun will hes L Shine more bright, | 
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